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INSIDE F&T 

Live sent

The act of God sending His people is a common 

thread that runs through the grand narrative of Scripture. 

Story after story reminds us of God’s sending nature.

Jesus often spoke of being sent by His Father, and He continued 

the sending pattern. In John 20:21, Jesus says to His disciples, “As 

the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” After a time of intense 

discipleship—when the Twelve learned to live like Jesus—He sent 

them out to multiply themselves and carry the gospel to the rest of 

the world.

God sends us, the Church, into the world with a distinct message 

of love, redemption and abundant life. In 2 Corinthians 3, Paul de-

scribes Christ’s followers as living letters. Not written with ink on 

paper or chiseled in stone, but written by Christ with the Spirit of 

the living God. We are sent to be God’s witnesses—both locally and 

globally. We are commanded by God and empowered by the Holy 

Spirit to join God in His mission to spread the gospel to all people.

In this issue of Facts & Trends, we’ll explore the church’s role of 

living as sent ones in “A God Who Sends” (page 14). And we’ll 

look at how small group leaders can cultivate missional communi-

ties (page 18). You’ll also read about LifePoint Church, a church 

with small town roots that has reached across the street and around 

the world (page 22).

God means for us to live sent, and that requires action on our part 

as individuals and as the body of Christ. As you read this issue, ask 

yourself if your church’s discipleship plan naturally leads all dis-

ciples to live sent.

Carol Pipes, Editor

Carol.Pipes@lifeway.com

P.S. For a free subscription to Facts&Trends, send your name,  

address, phone number and email address to factsandtrends@

lifeway.com.

          @FactsTrendsMag              Facebook.com/FactsTrendsMag

Volume 59 • Number 5 • FALL 2013

Facts&Trends is designed to help pastors, church staff  
and denominational leaders navigate the issues and trends 

impacting the church by providing information,  
insight and resources for effective ministry.

Production Team 
Editor | Carol Pipes
Online Editor | Aaron Earls
Senior Writer | Bob Smietana
Graphic Designer | Katie Shull

LifeWay Leadership
President and Publisher | Thom S. Rainer
Executive Editor | Ed Stetzer
Senior Editor | Marty King

Contributors
Brad Brisco, Matt Capps, Ron Edmondson, Lance Ford, Sean 
Fowlds, Dan Garland, Ann-Margret Hovsepian, Gary Locke, 
Peter Field Peck, and Ted Wilcox

Advertising: 
Rhonda Edge Buescher, director, Media Business Development 
Scott Hancock, advertising production

Send advertising questions/comments to:
One LifeWay Plaza, MSN 136,  
Nashville, TN 37234

Email: AdOptions@lifeway.com
Media kits: LifeWay.com/mediaoptions
This magazine includes paid advertisements for some products 
and services not affiliated with LifeWay. The inclusion of the 
paid advertisements does not constitute an endorsement by 
LifeWay Christian Resources of the products or services. 

Subscriptions: 
For a free print subscription to Facts&Trends, send your name, 
address and phone number to factsandtrends@lifeway.com.

Permissions: 
Facts&Trends grants permission for any original article (not 
a reprint) to be photocopied for use in a local church or 
classroom, provided copies are distributed free and indicate 
Facts&Trends as the source.

Scripture: 
Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken 
from the Holman Christian Standard Bible®, copyright 2009 
by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission.

Contact Us:  Facts&Trends 
One LifeWay Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37234-0192

factsandtrends@lifeway.com 
FactsandTrends.net

Facts&Trends is published quarterly by LifeWay Christian 
Resources. 

Facts&Trends



Holman Study Bible: NKJV Edition
Modeled after the 2011 ECPA Christian Book 

Award-winning HCSB Study Bible, a New 

King James Version Holman Study Bible is now 

available. Users will find 15,000 study notes, 141 

photos, 62 timelines, 59 maps, 40-page concor-

dance, 20 articles and essays, 16 illustrations and 

reconstructions and 15 charts. All study features 

are designed to put the emphasis where it must 

be—on God’s written Word.

LifeWay.com
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life that’s different from the rest of 
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and selflessness toward others that 
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Love is a 50-minute documentary that gathers stories of people who have 

humbly embraced this higher calling. Viewers will meet real people whose 

lives look radically different from the American dream. They will be inspired 

to follow in their steps toward the challenging yet rewarding life that seeks 

first to obey God—for His love toward us is truly unconditional. Find out 

how to host a movie night at your church.

LifeWay.com/Films

LifeWay Resources
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BHPublishingGroup.com   •   LifeWayResearch.com
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Whispers of Hope 
10 Weeks of Devotional Prayer
By Beth Moore

Scripture tells us to pray without ceasing, 

but how in the world do we do that? 

In fact, do we even know how to pray? 

Where do we start? Beth Moore tackles 

these questions in Whispers of Hope by 

walking readers through her personal 

method of prayer, coupled with 70 daily 

devotionals and followed by prompts to 

put this prayer method into practice.

LifeWay.com

6 • FALL 2013

FROM THE PUBLISHER
LifeWay Christian Resources

Operation Christmas Child
LifeWay Christian Stores is partnering with Operation Christmas Child for a 

one-day collection on Saturday, Nov. 16. To learn more about how your church 

can participate, visit your local LifeWay store. While you are there, check out 

Operation Christmas Child: A Story of Simple Gifts (B&H) by Franklin Graham 

and Donna Lee Toney to find out how a simple idea became a worldwide ministry.



The word missional is a popular buzzword in the church 
today. Living missionally simply means having a Great 
Commission and Great Commandment mindset in all 
your encounters. 

It’s easy for church members to grow 

accustomed to spending most of their 

time with other Christians. But living on 

mission means spending time with the 

unchurched. The local church cannot 

rely on the pastor to evangelize the en-

tire community. Everyone in the church 

must work together. 

So how can a pastor motivate members 

to live missionally? Lead by example 

and with enthusiasm. A pastor must live 

missionally before leading others to do 

the same. 

Here are some practical ways to live on 

mission. Practice biblical hospitality by 

inviting non-Christian neighbors into 

your home on a regular basis. Find ways 

to invest in the community—become a 

member of a civic organization, attend 

community functions and local sporting 

events. Some might ask “how do you 

balance that with family?” Take them 

with you. As a family, integrate your-

selves into the community and get to 

know people. 

For a pastor to be missional, it means 

being present in the community, living 

like a missionary and loving like Christ. 

A pastor also must embrace missional 

activities with such enthusiasm it’s con-

tagious. 

As you lead by example and with 

enthusiasm, here are some ways your 

church can be on mission.

1. Love your community.
I’m encouraged to hear about more and 

more churches meeting needs in their 

communities where people work, live 

and play. Consider adopting an under-

resourced elementary school. Offer 

to paint classrooms in the summer or 

provide ESL classes and afterschool  

tutoring.

If you’re not sure where to start, ask 

key leaders in your community what 

your church can do to help fulfill a spe-

cific need. 

The old cliché about showing people 

you care before they will listen to what 

you say is ringing true in today’s culture. 

But let me be clear: a verbal witness is 

absolutely necessary to the mission of 

God. The non-Christian will never hear 

the gospel unless we share it. But too 

often we fail to show Christ’s love along 

with His message. It’s not either/or; it’s 

both/and.

2. Live incarnationally.
The word incarnational means “in the 

flesh” or physically present. But for the 

church, it has the deeper meaning of  

being present as a representative of 

Christ. You cannot be missional unless 

you are present. When you are in your 

community, try to see the people you 

encounter through Jesus’ eyes. It makes 

all the difference in the world.

3.  Develop true friendships with 
non-Christians.

Building relationships with non-Chris-

tians is vitally important to leading them 

to faith in Christ. More often than not, 

we have to develop authentic relation-

ships with people before they will ever 

listen to us talk about our faith in God. 

But remember, people we befriend may 

never accept Jesus. Investing in others 

for the sake of the gospel often involves 

disappointment. Yet, we are still called 

to live missionally.

Living on mission is difficult in today’s 

culture. America is clearly becoming 

less Christian, less evangelized and less 

churched. Many around us have no de-

sire to hear what we have to say about 

Christ. But there are those who are open 

to relationships with Christians and over 

time their hearts will be softened to the 

gospel. In the meantime, it is my prayer 

that we ask God to give us the strength 

to live and love like Jesus. n
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Motivating members to live on mission

FROM MY PERSPECTIVE
For more visit ThomRainer.com.

In His Service,

Thom S. Rainer is president of LifeWay 
Christian Resources.



       Significant sources of pressure
Lack of money for basic needs   

Dealing with conflict

Relating to family/friends

Spending beyond means

Facing criticism

Confronting temptation 

Thinking about life after death

Experiencing bias or prejudice

None of these

Don’t know

}
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FACTS AND TRENDS
Beliefs, issues and trends impacting our world 

“ As churches, let’s measure 
how many we’re sending, 
not accumulating.” 

—  Dave Ferguson, pastor of Community  

Christian Church in ChicagoQ
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ChURCh GROWTh

Under Pressure
A quarter of Americans have searched the Bible 

within the last month to help deal with pressure. 

When asked, “Where do you turn when you feel pres-

sure?” a majority of Americans (52 percent) say they 

turn to someone who will listen. Forty-five percent turn 

within themselves and 36 percent turn to prayer.

 Source: LifeWay Research and Bible Studies for Life

36%

36%

29%

23%

20%

18%

14%

12%

18%

3%

Resolving Conflict
43 percent of Americans rank  
“Stand up for yourself”  

as the number one method they use to resolve 

conflict. See page 34 for seven healthy ways 

to deal with conflict.

Source: LifeWay Research

Source: Leadership Network

vs.
79% 20% 

Protestant  
megachurches 

(2,000+ attendance)  
that are growing.

Protestant 
churches of all 
sizes that are 
growing.
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100 million 

Study finds 
singing in the 
choir is good 
for your heart

When people sing in a choir their heartbeats 

synchronize, according to new research. 

The study found the pulse of choir members tends 

to increase and decrease in unison, with the regular 

breathing patterns required reducing the vari-

ability of their heartbeats. Singing also can trigger 

the release of endorphins, which boost feelings of 

happiness and pleasure.

Source: Denver Post

46.2 million
Record number of poor in America— 

15 percent of the population.
Source: Associated Press

Parents were more likely to 

name their sons Messiah than 

more familiar names like Larry, 

Bruce or Jay, according to the 

Social Security Administration. 

Messiah ranked No. 378 in 2012, 

with 762 boys receiving that name. 

That’s up from No. 633 in 2011, 

making Messiah the fourth fastest- 

growing boy’s name in the U.S.  

None of this is likely to sway an 

East Tennessee judge, who ordered 

a couple to change their son’s name 

from Messiah to Martin in August 

2013. Child support magistrate 

Lu Ann Bellew of Cocke County 

Chancery Court said the baby 

would likely be teased because of 

his unusual name.

Bellew also objected on religious 

grounds, saying only Jesus could be 

called Messiah. The baby’s parents 

appealed the ruling.

A few other religious names  

remain more popular than Messiah, 

including Noah at No. 4, Christo-

pher, which means “bearer of Christ, 

at No. 23, and Jesus at No. 101.

Source: Reuters, The Tennessean

PHOTO PROVIDED BY SAMARITAN’S PURSE

Messiah is increasingly  
popular name for boys

Number of shoe boxes filled and  
distributed by Operation Christmas 
Child since its beginning in 1993. 

The 100 millionth box was distributed during 
OCC’s 2012 gift-giving season. Millions of hurt-
ing children who are victims of poverty, natural 
disaster, war and famine receive the shoebox 
gifts. Did you know OCC works with local 
churches to provide follow-up with recipients 
of the shoe boxes? You can learn more about 
OCC’s follow-up program at thegreatestjourney.
org or samaritanspurse.org. 

Source: Samaritan’s Purse
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FACTS AND TRENDS
Beliefs, issues and trends impacting our world 

Couples that clicked
The Internet impacts almost every aspect of life 

these days, even relationships. More than 

one in three (35 percent) recently married 

couples met online, according to a Harris  

Interactive poll of 20,000 people who 

married between 2005 and 2012. Off-line 

meetings are still the most common at 65 

percent. Couples who met off-line were 

more likely to meet at work (21 percent) or 

through mutual friends (19 percent). They were 

less likely to meet at a place of worship (4 percent) 

or on a blind date (2.5 percent). People who reported  

meeting their spouse online 

tended to be age 30-49, the survey 

found.

Six percent of the surveyed couples 

who met online ended up separated or 

divorced, compared to eight percent of 

couples who met in person.

Source: Forbes, U.S. News & World Report

35%  
met online65%  

met in 
person

Americans say non-religious trend  
is bad for society
A Gallup survey found 77 percent of adults believe religious  
influence is losing ground in American culture, while 20 percent 
disagreed. Gallup also found 75 percent of Americans think it would 
be positive for American society if more Americans were religious. 

The poll showed regular church attendees and 

those who say religion is important in their own 

lives are more likely to say more religion would 

be positive for American society. The study also 

found over half of those who seldom or never at-

tend church and close to one in three Americans 

who say religion is not important to them per-

sonally still say it would be positive for society if 

more Americans were religious.

Source: Gallup 

Generosity in times 
of disaster

Almost 60 percent of Americans 

donate to relief agencies in the 

wake of natural disasters. Thirty percent 

donate to both faith-based and secular 

relief agencies, 15 percent donate to faith-

based relief agencies only and 12 percent 

donate to secular relief agencies only. A 

third of Americans (32 percent)  

don’t donate to any  

relief agencies.

Source:  
LifeWay Research

77% agree

Religion is  
losing its 

influence in  
American Culture

20% disagree
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“ We define a missional 
community as  
an outward facing 
family of  
missionaries.” 

—Leonce Crump, pastor of Renovation Church in Atlanta
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Buy water, do good
What would it look like if a bottled water company 

gave all of its profits to provide clean water in 

developing nations? That’s the question God placed on 

physician Ted Mettetal’s mind as he prepared for a mis-

sion trip to Mexico. Mettetal shared his vision with Steve 

Akin, missions pastor at his church in Athens, Texas. The 

two joined forces and created Hope Springs, Inc., which 

sells bottled water in retail stories, and Hope Springs 

Water, a nonprofit which invests the proceeds in sources 

of clean water for communities in developing nations. 

Hope Springs Water has provided funds for drilling more 

than a dozen wells in Uganda, Ethio-

pia, Nicaragua, Mexico and Belize. 

The goal is to drill near a church. 

In communities where there is 

no church, Hope Springs Water 

partners with local missions per-

sonnel to help start churches, or 

they support ministries already 

in place. Akin says when people 

“buy [Hope Springs] water, they 

are doing good.”

Source: hopespringswater.org,  
CommonCall magazine

Social media hits middle age
Social media isn’t just for kids anymore. The fastest growing segment in social 
media is 45- to 54-year-olds. In fact, 55 percent of Americans 45-54 now 
have a profile on a social networking site. 
Source: State of Search

how do Americans  
celebrate Christmas?

Source: Gallup

95%
celebrate the   
 holiday

exchange gifts
93%

93%
spend time with  

family and/or 
friends

88%
put up Christmas  
     trees

78%
reflect on the  
   birth of 
      Christ

74%
go to parties

62%
attend religious    
  services
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FACTS AND TRENDS
Beliefs, issues and trends impacting our world 

“ If we preach a gospel 
that gets you to  
heaven when you die 
but doesn’t bring  
heaven to earth now, 
we’re preaching a 
truncated gospel.” 

—  Derwin Gray, pastor of Transformation  

Church in Charlotte, N.C.

Bringing in the Screams?

Horror movie “The Conjuring,” based on an  

exorcism case recorded by paranormal  

investigators, topped the box office its opening week-

end, bringing in just under $42 million. But it’s what  

the film’s writers say it is delivering that makes it  

especially noteworthy—they claim a biblical perspec-

tive. Carey and Chad Hayes, the identical twin writing 

team responsible for the sleeper hit, said the tone of the 

film is based on Ephesians 6:12. An eerie web ad fea-

tures tweets about the movie, one of which reads, “I’m 

never going another day in my life without praying.”

A recent spate of mainstream horror films by Christians 

has begun to garner attention. Scott Derrickson, who has 

made numerous horror films, including “The Exorcism 

of Emily Rose,” believes horror is “a perfect genre for 

Christians,” because the supernatural is an accepted part 

of the stories and horror films “articulate the essence of 

good and evil better.” Christian writer Ted Dekker has 

seen two of his thriller/horror novels become movies: 

“THR3E” and “House.” The Bible-based shrieks aren’t 

likely to stop anytime soon. Warner Bros. has already 

announced plans for a sequel to “The Conjuring.”

Sources: Christianity Today, World and Box Office Mojo

helping the poor
In the Bible when Jesus and the prophets  
were talking about helping the poor, they were 
primarily talking about:

Source: Public Religion Research Institute/Brookings Economic 
Values Survey

Our obligation to create a just society
Charitable acts by individuals

41%
50%

60%
37%

54%
40%

46%
42%

36%
54%

33%
57%

32%
61%

All Americans

Hispanic Catholic

Black Protestant

Unaffiliated 

White Catholic 

White Mainline 

White Evangelical 

Responses among different demographic groups

IMB missionaries work with national believers in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
to reach the urban poor of their community. Eric Reese, left, has worked 
in the favelas (slums) of Rio de Janeiro for seven years. (IMB Photo) 
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      A God WHo seNds
      The church’s role living as sent ones

By Brad Brisco
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When you hear the word missionary, what is the first thought that 
comes to mind? A person being sent overseas? Maybe Africa or 
South America? 

Webster’s definition is “a person undertaking a 

mission.” And what about that word mission? It’s 

defined as “the act of sending or being sent.”

The problem with this definition in the minds 

of many Christians is we focus almost exclusively 

on the idea of sending, rather than being sent. In 

other words, we think primarily of sending and 

supporting missionaries overseas rather than see-

ing ourselves, both individually and collectively, as 

being sent. We need more of both emphases.

The idea of being sent should proceed from what 

I believe is a necessary reclaiming of the biblical 

concept of mission. Too often in the church, we 

think of mission as one activity among many other 

equally important activities of the church. We 

think of mission as something the church does, 

but Scripture paints a very different picture. The 

entire Bible is generated by and is all about God’s 

mission. The mission of God is the grand narrative 

of Scripture. In Discovering the Mission of God, 

Christopher J. H. Wright says:

The whole Bible renders to us the story of 

God’s mission through God’s people in their 

engagement with God’s world for the sake of 

God’s purpose for the whole of God’s creation. 

Mission is not just one of a list of things that the 

Bible happens to talk about, only a bit more 

urgently than some. Mission is, in that much-

abused phrase, what it’s all about. 

But the Bible not only provides the big picture 

of God’s redemptive mission, it also highlights 

the missionary nature of God 

throughout the story. When we 

consider the attributes of God, 

we most often think of character-

istics like holiness, sovereignty, 

wisdom, justice, love, etc. Rarely 

do we think of God’s missionary 

nature. However, Scripture is re-

plete with sending language that 

speaks to the missionary, sending 

nature of God. 

From God’s sending of Abram 

in Genesis 12 to the sending 

of His angel in Revelation 22, 

hundreds of examples portray 

God as a missionary, sending God. In the Old 

Testament God is portrayed as the sovereign Lord 

who sends in order to announce and complete His 

redemptive mission. The Hebrew verb “to send,” 

(shelach) is found nearly 800 times. While its usage 

is most often found in a variety of non-theological 

      A God WHo seNds
      The church’s role living as sent ones

“ ...we think primarily of 
sending and supporting 
missionaries overseas 
rather than seeing  
ourselves, both  
individually and  
collectively, as  
being sent.”

—Brad Brisco

COVER SECTION
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phrases, it is used more than 200 times with God 

as the subject of the verb. In other words, it is 

God who commissions His people and it is God 

who sends.

Perhaps the most dramatic illustration of send-

ing in the Old Testament is found in Isaiah 6. 

In this passage, we catch a glimpse of the send-

ing nature of the Triune God; “Then I heard 

the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I 

send? And who will go for us?’” To this Isaiah  

responds, “Here am I! Send me!” 

The Old Testament ends with God promising, 

through the words of the prophet Malachi, to 

send a special messenger as the forerunner of the 

Messiah. “See, I am going to send my messenger” 

(Malachi 3:1). Then the New Testament opens 

with the arrival of that messenger in the person 

of John the Baptist described in the gospels as a 

man sent by God (John 1:6).

Sending language is found throughout the Gos-

pels, the book of Acts and each of the Epistles. 

However, the most comprehensive collection of 

sending language is found in the Gospel of John, 

where the words “send” and “sent” are used 

nearly 60 times. The majority of uses refer to the 

title of God as “one who sends” and of Jesus as 

the “one who is sent.”

In the final climatic sending passage in John’s 

Gospel, Jesus makes clear He is not only sent by 

the Father, but now He is also the sender, as He 

sends the disciples—“As the Father has sent me, 

so I also send you” (John 20:21).

With this sentence, Jesus is doing more than 

simply drawing a vague parallel between His 

mission and ours. Deliberately and precisely He 

made His mission the model for ours. In other 

words, we must allow the doctrine of God—the 

triune missional God—to guide our thinking 

concerning the church. God is a missionary 

God, who sends a missionary church. 

This is why the word “missional,” when 

properly applied is helpful. The word is simply 

the adjective form of the noun “missionary.” It 

is used to describe the church as a people who 

think and act as missionaries, actively participat-

ing in God’s mission. 

At the core of the missional conversation is the 

idea that a genuine missional impulse is a send-

ing one. We should be sending the people in the 

church out among the people of the world, rath-

er than attempting to attract the people of the 

world in among the people in the church. This 

is a necessary distinction because most people do 

not think of the church in sending, missionary 

terms. Instead many Christians today under-

stand the church from two primary perspectives. 

Some define the church as a place where certain 

things happen. They usually identify marks of 

the church that include the right preaching of the 

Word, the right administration of the ordinances 

and the proper exercise of church discipline. The 

church, therefore, is defined primarily as a place 

where a person goes to hear the Bible taught, 

to participate in the Lord’s Supper and baptism 

and, in some cases, experience church discipline.

Others view the church as “a vendor of 

religious goods and services.” From this per-

spective, members are viewed more as customers 

for whom the religious goods and services are 

produced. Churchgoers expect the church to 

provide a wide range of religious services such as 

great worship music, children’s programs, small 

groups, parenting seminars, etc.

However, when we realize God is a mission-

ary God, and the Bible is the grand narrative of 

God’s missional activity, we begin to view the 
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church differently. We begin to understand the nature of 

the church—rooted in the very nature of God—is mis-

sionary. 

The people of God are both called and sent by God to 

participate in His mission for the world. The church still 

gathers together, but the difference is we don’t gather for 

our own sake. Instead, we gather for the sake of others, 

or better yet, for the sake of God’s mission. 

In the final chapter of Foolishness to the Greeks, theo-

logian Lesslie Newbigin provides a clarion call to the 

church to activate its missionary calling as God’s instru-

ment sent into the world on His behalf, when he writes:

The church is the bearer to all the nations of a gospel 

that announces the kingdom, the reign, and the sov-

ereignty of God. … It is not meant to call men and 

women out of the world into a safe religious enclave 

but to call them out in order to send them back as 

agents of God’s kingship. 

The contemporary church is in desperate need of a self-

understanding that will empower it for ministry in this 

changing world. That self-understand-

ing, however, will come only when the 

church fully embraces the reality that 

it is a called people—called for the un-

mitigated purpose of being sent. n

Brad Brisco (@BradBrisco_KC) is a church 
planting catalyst in Kansas City and  
co-author of Missional Essentials  
(The House Studio) and The Missional 
Quest (IVP).

“ The church still gathers together, but the  
difference is we don’t gather for our own 
sake. Instead, we gather for the sake of  
others, or better yet, for the sake of  
God’s mission.”

—Brad Brisco
Dig Deeper

•  The Mission of God Study Bible 

(B&H)

•  The Missional Quest (IVP) by 

Lance Ford and Brad Brisco

•  The Forgotten Ways: Reacti-

vating the Missional Church 

(Brazos Press) by Alan Hirsch
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Small group leaders often develop mis-
sional communities by organizing 
group projects and outreach tasks 
for members to carry out together. 

For example, leaders may adopt a local park 
to clean up or take their group to decorate 
the teacher’s lounge at an elementary school. 
Collective projects such as these are are use-
ful in calibrating a mission heart in a church 
body, and they show the kindness of God to 
the host community. But these types of ac-
tivities do not form a missional community. 

The starting block for missional communities is for 

everyday Christians to be on everyday mission in 

their everyday lives. This broadcasts the salt and light 

throughout a community. Missional living requires 

us to create time and space to be actively involved in 

the lives of people we are trying to reach. Think of 

missional communities as groups of missionaries. 

Jesus told His followers:

You are the light of the world. A city situated 

on a hill cannot be hidden. No one lights a 

lamp and puts it under a basket, but rather on 

a lampstand, and it gives light for all who are 

in the house. In the same way, let your light 

shine before men, so that they may see your 

good works and give glory to your Father in 

heaven (Matthew 5:14-16).

By Lance Ford

living
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how to cultivate  

missional communities

living
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Habits of Light
In Missional Essentials Brad Brisco and 

I drew our cue from this familiar passage 

and developed a set of practices based on 

the word light. These five practices can 

be seen as a set of habits or a rhythm of 

life for missional communities. 

Listen to the Holy Spirit
Commit at least one hour per week to 

listening to the promptings of the Holy 

Spirit on how you can be missional. You 

may choose to take a prayer walk or 

carve out a time of solitude and listening 

to God. You might segment this hour 

into daily increments of 10 minutes per 

day for six days of the week. The point 

is to have a specific time of listening in 

silence, not speaking or asking for any-

thing, letting the Lord speak to you.

Invite others to share a meal
Share at least three meals each week 

with others. Think in terms of people 

who are part of your faith community 

and those who are not, as far as you 

know, Christ followers. Share a meal 

with someone from each category. The 

third meal can be with someone from 

either category. 

Give a blessing
Seek to do three acts of blessing every 

week: one to a member of the Christian 

community, one to a non-Christian, and 

one from either category. Blessings can 

range from a simple email of encourage-

ment to a gift of some sort or an act of 

service. You are purposely seeking to be 

a blessing to your faith community and 

the broader world as well.

Hear from the gospels
Commit to read from the Gospels each 

week in order to specifically learn more 

about and from Jesus, His ways and 

means—keeping Jesus central in your 

mind and actions. It is vital to read from 

other books of the Bible as part of your 
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Three ways to live on  
mission with gospel  
intentionality:
1.  Prayerfully watch and listen to 

the Holy Spirit to discern where 

God is already at work in the 

world around you.

2.  Meet and engage people in the 

normal rhythms of life.

3.  Look for ways to proclaim the 

gospel in word and deed. 



spiritual formation, but always include 

Gospel reading as part of your regular 

habit.

Take Inventory of the day
Stay mindful of opportunities to  

engage in mission on your day-to-day 

journey. At the end of each day, ask 

yourself how you responded to His 

promptings and if there were instances 

or opportunities where you resisted  

Jesus during the day. 

As missional communities meet  

together—weekly, twice per month, or 

monthly—the L-I-G-H-T habits serve 

another purpose. Members have been 

living by them throughout their day-to-

day lives, and now LIGHT becomes the 

outline for the sharing portion of the 

group time. We suggest groups 

gather into smaller sets of three 

to four people and discuss each of 

the five practices, sharing personal 

observations, experiences and les-

sons from the previous week(s). 

One person may share her expe-

rience of meditating on a Gospel 

passage and responding to it later in the 

week while at the grocery store. The 

practice of prayerfully listening to the 

voice of the Holy Spirit has sharpened 

her ears and heightened her attentive-

ness to the cues from God. She then 

tells how she responded by paying for a 

stranger’s groceries. 

L-I-G-H-T habits frequently play out 

this way. Each habit tends to inform the 

others, creating a natural lifestyle that 

becomes a supernatural lightstyle.

Nuts and bolts
Missional living is all about relation-

ships. It’s about getting close enough 

to people to listen, understand their 

hopes and dreams, and actually come to 

like and love them as individuals. That 

doesn’t happen without living with and 

among people.

The writer of Hebrews encourages the 

believing communities to “be concerned 

about one another in order to promote 

love and good works” (10:24). Missional 

communities do this very thing. 

We are good news people. As sent 

ones, we need to constantly be ask-

ing missionary questions about our 

communities: Who are the people in 

my community? What do they value? 

What are their needs? Who are the poor, 

marginalized and hurting in my com-

munity? How would my community be 

different if God’s kingdom came here as 

it is in heaven?

Missional communities can be lights 

in the midst of darkness if we choose to 

live sent. n

Lance Ford (@LanceFord) is co-founder of 
the Sentralized Conference in Kansas City. 
He blogs at www.sentralizedgathering.com 
and is co-author of Missional Essentials and 
The Missional Quest (IVP).
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Dig Deeper
•  Compelled by Love: A Journey to Missional Living (LifeWay) – Ed Stetzer 

and Philip Nation

•  Missional Essentials: A Guide for Experiencing God’s Mission in Your Life 

(Kansas City: House Studio) by Brad Brisco and Lance Ford

•  Radical Small-Group Study (LifeWay) by David Platt

•  Right Here, Right Now: Everyday Mission for Everyday 

People (Baker Books) by Lance Ford and Alan Hirsch

•  Glocalization: How Followers of Jesus Engage a Flat World 

(Zondervan) by Bob Roberts

•  The Gathered and Scattered Church (Zondervan) by Hugh 

Halter and Matt Smay
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“ ...be concerned about one 

another in order to promote 

love and good works.” 
— Hebrews 10:24



22 • FALL 2013

For Pastor Pat Hood, being a sending church means 
planting churches around the world, starting minis-
tries in your backyard and encouraging believers to 
recognize their own daily mission field.

In his new book The Sending 

Church, Hood describes how his 

church with small town roots has reached 

across the street, across the country and around 

the world—all to glorify God

LifePoint Church has two campuses in 

Smyrna, Tenn. They also have one in Lynwood, 

Wash., and, if you are ever in the neighborhood, 

locations in Brussels, Belgium, and Bangkok, 

Thailand.

Having campuses on the west coast, in Europe 

and South Asia is intentional. “Our purpose 

for them,” said Hood, “is to be sending centers 

into these regions of the world. We want to 

reach, identify and train young leaders to start 

churches in these regions and live sent lives for 

the glory of God.”

In addition, the church has partnered with lo-

cal low-income housing in Smyrna as a means 

to help and share the gospel with the residents, 

many of whom are immigrants. College interns 

live in rent-free apartments in those communi-

ties to provide after-school programs and ESL 

classes. 

But, it’s not about living as missionaries in far 

away places or even in different areas of their 

community. 

“We continually challenge our people to live 

‘sent lives’ in every domain of their life,” Hood 

says. “If you are a Christian, then you’re a mis-

sionary.”

For Hood, this sent life flows directly from the 

identity of God. 

“According to Genesis 1:26-27 and Isaiah 43:7, 

God created people in His image and for His 

glory,” says Hood. “God is a sending God be-

cause His glory is the only thing that can satisfy 

the hunger of our souls. He is a sending God for 

our good and His glory; we get salvation and He 

gets glory.”

Along with recognizing who God is, the 

LifePoint pastor says that understanding what 

drives our being on mission is vital for a sending 

church and sent Christians. 

“In John 20:21, Jesus said to His disciples, ‘As 

the Father has sent Me, I also send you.’ Notice, 

Jesus sent us as He was sent,” says Hood.

“How was He sent? For our good? Yes, but 

ultimately He was sent for the glory of the Fa-

ther. This shapes our motivation for sending and 

being sent.”

Hood expressed concern that Christians 

would only be spurred to live as missionaries 

because of the eternal destination of others. He 

believes people need to grasp eternal realities 

and the glory of God. 

“If our motivation is simply heaven or hell, it 

will depend on the needs of people,” says Hood. 

“And our motivation to meet those needs will be 

determined, in large part, by how we feel about 

those people.”

Hood believes responsibility falls on the pastor 

A sending church and a sent life 
flow from a sending God 

By Aaron Earls

The Church must leave the building

Pat Hood, left, baptizes a 

new believer at LifePoint 

Church in Smyrna, Tenn. 
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Dig Deeper
•  The Sending Church (B&H)  

by Pat Hood

Available at LifeWay Stores 

and LifeWay.com.

to help the congregation “understand 

the glory of God in every message, be-

cause if the people are passionate about 

the glory of God, they will be passion-

ate about sending and being sent.” 

This required some changes at Life-

Point. “We stopped programs like 

Monday night visitation to clearly com-

municate to our people that you should 

be living sent 24/7 in your neighbor-

hoods and communities,” says Hood. 

“We require a membership orientation, 

so that new members know it isn’t just 

about what you get, but what you give.”

According to Hood, what it means to 

be a sending church must be continu-

ally reinforced from the leadership. He 

challenges pastors to help their people 

understand “it’s not just about gather-

ing, it’s about scattering. 

“The key is to cast vision and continu-

ally recast vision, because vision leaks,” 

says Hood. “This is especially true when 

cultural Christianity is so engrained in 

people’s lives. The gravitational pull is 

for us to drift back to wanting to be 

served and having our preferences met, 

rather than serving and honoring diver-

sity.”

Grasping the idea of sent lives is, ac-

cording to Hood, part of a transition 

from cultural Christianity to biblical 

Christianity. “Cultural Christianity is 

about getting baptized, joining a church 

and that’s about it,” says Hood. “Bibli-

cal Christianity is about being redeemed 

and sent on a mission. It’s about trans-

formation, not just information 

about Jesus.”

For Hood it all boils 

down to a simple concept: 

the church must leave the 

building. n

Aaron Earls is online edi-
tor of Facts & Trends.

Pastor Pat Hood

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY LIFEPOINT CHURCH



Traditional or contemporary? Small, formal foyer or 
large, casual lobby? New construction or renovation? 
Those are just a few of the decisions churches face when 
entering a building or remodeling project. 

Form, function and economics have 

influenced significant shifts in church 

architecture the past two decades. 

As church practices changed and 

churches approached ministry differ-

ently, the facilities themselves began to 

reflect those changes, according to Gary 

Nicholson, director of LifeWay Archi-

tecture.

“Churches also are trying to get more 

ministry out of their dollars,” says 

Nicholson. “That applies to facilities 

as well.” But Nicholson says church 

building trends are more than a reflec-

tion of the financial times, since many 

of today’s trends began before the reces-

sion of the 2000s. 

“It’s more a matter of stewardship,” 

says Nicholson. “Churches have a re-

sponsibility to make the best use of the 

dollars they spend, whether it’s in con-

struction, or any other area of ministry.” 

If your church is considering new 

construction or renovating an existing 

facility, here are five trends to consider.

Designing for context
You wouldn’t build the same church 

building in Portland, Ore., you would 

build in Portland, Maine, advises Nich-

olson. “Facilities need to fit the context 

of the community around the church as 

well as align with where you are going 

as a church.” 

LifeWay helped design a space for 

Grace Chapel in Franklin, Tenn. The ex-

terior of the facility has a meetinghouse 

look with barn-like features that reflect 

the popular horse country surrounding 

the church. 

“The look of your facility depends on 

your community and the people you are 

trying to reach,” says Nicholson. 

Church building trends get the 
most out of your ministry dollars

By Carol Pipes

Behind the Build 

“ Facilities need to fit the  
context of the community 
around the church as well as 
align with where you are  

going as a church.” 
— Gary Nicholson

Grace Chapel, Franklin, Tenn.
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Nineteen:Ten Church, Boerne, Texas

Multi-use worship center
Churches today have a greater aware-

ness of how and when their facilities are 

being used. Churches looking for ways 

to engage their communities through-

out the week might consider how to 

repurpose the space in their current 

facility or in a new building. A wor-

ship center can be a fellowship hall as 

well as a community venue for concerts, 

town meetings, after-school programs, 

and more. Designing multi-use space 

is essential for churches that want less 

square footage but want to get the most 

amount of ministry out of it as possible.

Larger gathering spaces
As churches begin to emphasize com-

munity, lobby areas are growing larger. 

Church lobbies today often accommo-

date a welcome center, bookstore, coffee 

bar and space for informal interactions 

between church members and guests. 

Some lobbies even double as a fellow-

ship hall. LifeWay Architecture recently 

created a large gathering space for Nine-

teen: Ten Church in Boerne, Texas, as a 

part of their new construction. They 

combined modern furniture with natu-

ral materials to give the lobby a clean, 

contemporary feel. With the café at one 

end of the rectangular space, intentional 

groupings of furniture throughout the 

lobby help define more intimate con-

versation spots.

Fewer classrooms
As Sunday morning adult 

Bible study moves to week-

night small groups, new 

church facilities are being 

built without adult class-

rooms. “Most churches we 

design for allocate space for 

babies through elementary 

school children and some 

students. But many are 

forgoing adult classroom 

space,” says Nicholson. 

“For some this is a financial decision, 

for others it’s more intentional.” 

Remodeling an existing facility
In cities across the nation, older church-

es and cathedrals are finding new life 

as younger churches renovate them for 

modern use. That goes for empty ware-

houses and big box retail stores. “Not 

only is it a greener practice, but you 

can remodel for half or three-quarters 

of what you would spend on new con-

struction,” says Nicholson. That leaves 

many church leaders asking, “Why 

build a new building when we can up-

cycle an old one?” 

A few years ago, Sojourn Community 

Church in Louisville, Ky., renovated 



a gothic cathedral built in 1884. The 

20,000-square-foot sanctuary and rec-

tory had sat empty 10 years and needed 

quite a bit of work. “We asked our-

selves, ‘How do we take a 19th century 

building and make it usable for the 21st 

century?’” says Jenny Holzer, director 

of operations for Sojourn. “We didn’t 

want to compromise the architectural 

features, so we let the space design it-

self.” 

Structural issues, crumbling plaster 

walls and acoustics were just a few of 

the challenges they faced during the 

year-long renovation. But bringing new 

life to an old building resonated with 

church members and the surrounding 

neighborhood.

“It’s been a great place to worship,” 

she says of the 700-seat sanctuary, with 

its 30-foot, vaulted ceilings. “The curves 

move upwards and bring your attention 

up. The whole idea of worship is to turn 

attention from yourself to God, and the 

architecture helps accomplish that.”

The future of church buildings
Small is the new big in the future. Fewer 

megachurches will have large facilities 

as they opt for smaller worship centers 

and multiple venues, many with multi-

ple gathering times and days, according 

to LifeWay President Thom Rainer.

“Churches of all sizes will downsize,” 

says Rainer. Or at least delay building 

larger “the first moment the capacity 

feels challenged in their worship ser-

vices.”

Rainer says the perspective of the 

pastor plays a huge role. “A Boomer 

church leader looks at a small building 

and limited acreage and sees challenges. 

He sees the limitations of size and space. 

A Millennial leader looks at the same 

building and acreage and sees oppor-

tunity. He immediately thinks multiple 

venues, multiple services, and multiple 

days.”

Church trends today are a function of 

the way churches see their buildings. 

“Church leaders view church build-

ings as tools for ministry, more than 

as houses for God,” says Nicholson. 

“They are still sacred, in the sense that 

they are set apart for God’s work, but 

they can at the same time be set apart for 

many types of ministry, not just wor-

ship. The foyer is just as sacred as the 

sanctuary, because you can meet God 

there, too.” n

Carol Pipes is editor of Facts & Trends.

“ A Boomer church leader looks 
at a small building and limited 
acreage and sees challenges... 
A Millennial leader looks at 
the same building and acreage 
and sees opportunity.” 

— Thom Rainer

Sojourn Community Church, Louisville, Ky.
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LifeWay Research:  

The Church  
and Social Justice by Ann-Margret Hovsepian

Whether launching grassroots initiatives 
or responding to top-down projects, 
Christians in North America are in-
creasingly involved in justice related 

issues such as poverty, human trafficking, refugees, 
orphans and health care.

Sharon Mall of Janesville, Wis., serves as catalyst for the Evangeli-

cal Free Church of America’s ReachGlobal Asia Justice Initiatives. 

She says a Christian “cannot demonstrate Christ without doing social 

justice. When we genuinely care about people, then we’ll also share 

Christ with them.” 

She’s found that in areas of vulnerability—whether in North America 

or in Asia—when believers develop a platform through mercy min-

istries, doors open for them to present the gospel. People who don’t 

believe in prayer respond with remarkable positivity when someone 

shows compassion and offers to pray for their needs. 

Pastor Michael Allen and members of Uptown 

Baptist Church in Chicago minister to the home-

less through health fairs and hot meals in the 

church’s basement. 
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Who Cares?
Jane Forster, a member of Rockpoint 

Evangelical Free Church in Lake Elmo, 

Minn., says sharing the gospel is crucial 

because “that’s where the hope is,” but 

that demonstrating the gospel is also 

important. She and her husband, Steve, 

are involved with the Brydges Centre, 

a three-branch institution that provides 

shelter, food and education to orphaned, 

homeless and impoverished children 

throughout Kenya. “People don’t care 

how much you know until they know 

how much you care,” says Forster. “We 

have to love them into the Kingdom, 

and we do that by first meeting their 

physical and social needs. We have to 

show people we love them because 

that’s what Jesus would call us to do.”

LifeWay Research conducted a series 

of surveys among Protestant (both 

evangelical and mainline) pastors, from 

2008 to 2012, specifically on the topic 

of poverty but also about social action 

in general. This research revealed that 

larger churches tend to be more actively 

involved with social justice issues. As av-

erage weekly church attendance rises, so 

does the likelihood of a church address-

ing poverty at the local level, speaking 

about poverty, being interested in social 

action, or mobilizing its members “to 

directly engage and care for the poor” 

in its community. 

But across the board, the majority 

(95 percent) of respondents agreed that 

“care for the poor is mandated by the 

gospel.”

“When pastors believe this, their 

churches tend to care more about social 

justice issues,” says Ed Stetzer, presi-

dent of LifeWay Research. “We’ve seen 

an increase in the percent of churches 

engaged in care for the poor since 2009 

from 76 percent to 90 percent in 2012.”

Among all respondents, 25 percent 

listed poverty as the most important of 

five issues “facing our country today.” 

The other four choices were abortion 

(24 percent), same-sex marriage (20 

percent), healthcare (19 percent) and the 

environment (3 percent). Nine percent 

responded with “None/Not sure.”

Churches in large cities (63 percent) 

are somewhat more likely to address 

poverty at a local level than churches 

in rural areas (53 percent). The survey 

results indicate differences between 

mainline and evangelical churches, 

between Democratic and Republican 

pastors, and between pastors with a col-

lege degree and those without. In each 

case, the former was more interested in 

or involved with social action than the 

latter.

“Our research shows the level of en-

gagement churches have in caring for 

the poor may be influenced by how 

often pastors speak to their congrega-

tions about poverty,” says Stetzer. More 

than a third of Protestant pastors speak 

on poverty several times a year or more.

“But Protestant pastors are not only 

talking about caring for others, they are 

leading their churches to take action,” 

says Stetzer.

Bringing Hope to the Marginalized
When the Brydges Centre was founded 

in 1995 by Rosemary Eve Wafula, a 

Kenyan, its initial goal was to provide 

spiritual guidance and meals. As support 

and the number of volunteers increased, 

the Centre began to help children in 

more substantial ways. Currently, the 

Centre provides for 150 children and 

supports 40 youths every year through 

skills development programs. The 

Forsters heard that the Centre needed 

a partnership and, in February 2012, 

Brydges Centre in Kenya

P
H

O
T

O
 P

R
O

V
ID

E
D

 B
Y

 J
A

N
E

 F
O

R
ST

E
R



63% of churches in large cities are 
somewhat more likely to  

address poverty at a local level

53% of churches in rural areas are 
somewhat more likely to  

address poverty at a local level

vs.

Ranking of important issues
“facing our country today”
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MARRIAGE

HEALTHCARE NoNE/
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20% 19%

9%

Survey of Mainline & Evangelical Protestant 
Pastors, from 2008 to 2012 by LifeWay Research
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  95% agree that  
“ care for the poor is  
mandated by the gospel.”
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travelled to Nairobi with another 

couple from Rockpoint to explore 

how their church could help. 

“We came back with a piece of 

our hearts left over there,” says 

Jane. “When people caught the im-

pact it had on us, they asked, ‘What 

can we do?’” In one weekend, they 

raised $26,000 to build a windmill 

for the Centre. Forster says they’d 

like to eventually build a training 

center for pastors “and maybe have 

a church on site to have the project 

come full circle to what the goal re-

ally is there.”

Homelessness may not be as se-

vere in North America as it is in 

many impoverished nations around 

the world and yet it remains a real-

ity in many urban centers. 

Every Monday evening at Up-

town Baptist Church in Chicago a few hundred homeless men and 

women fill the church basement where they receive a hot meal. The 

church has been caring for the city’s homeless for years. 

“The deepest need of humankind is to know God and to reconnect 

with God,” says pastor Michael Allen. “Whatever surface problem is 

going on around us, the opportunities are there to be a light, to be a 

witness and share the good news of the gospel in word and deed.” 

A Bad Day for the Wicked 
Some Christians may shy away from social justice issues because they 

perceive them to be in the political realm instead of the spiritual, sug-

gests Debbie Johnson, founder and CEO of Without Permission in 

Modesto, Calif., a ministry that serves the victims of human trafficking 

after they are rescued by local law enforcement. “But when we talk 

about human trafficking, we’re really talking about the sexual demonic 

What can one person do? 
Sharon Mall offers several ideas on 

how the average churchgoer can join 
in mercy ministries, whether part of a 
small or large church:

•  Subscribe to mailing lists of groups 
such as International Justice Mission 
and the Salvation Army.

•  Consider fostering local vulnerable 
children. 

• Volunteer with a prison ministry.

•  Volunteer at a local shelter, food 
pantry or clothing bank.

•  Go into low-income neighborhoods 
with your church weekly and start 
playing sports with the kids. Offer 
after-school tutoring or arts classes.

•  Find out how you can help immigrants 
in your community.

•  Host an awareness event at your 
church. Invite a speaker and have 
group discussions and prayer after-
wards.  

•  Become aware of fair trade and why 
it matters. Churches can promote fair 
trade and social justice awareness and 
do justice at the same time.

Graffiti Church members serve soup 

in New York City.

PHOTO BY PETER FIELD PECK

“ Jesus has called us to  

care about justice, and  

increasingly church  

leaders see kingdom  

work as not only gospel 

proclamation, but also 

gospel demonstration.”

— Ed Stetzer
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stronghold. This has been a third world 

issue for decades. God is waking up the 

church to say, ‘This is in your country 

at epidemic levels.’” Johnson refers to 

Proverbs 21:15 and says, “When justice 

is done, a city rejoices. It’s a bad day for 

the wicked!”

Without Permission makes sure its 

work focuses on one of the three things 

Johnson says are needed to eradicate 

human trafficking: prosecution, protec-

tion and prevention. The ministry does 

not attempt to rescue girls caught in sex 

trafficking. 

“We serve the first responders who 

rescue them,” Johnson explains. With-

out Permission trains and equips 

“navigators” to sit with girls rescued 

by law enforcement. The girls are given 

a “Bag of Compassion” containing a 

stuffed animal and blanket, along with 

personal items. “We talk to them. We 

tell them we’re there to help them. We 

pray with them.” 

Sometimes Without Permission will 

house girls, pay for their travel back 

home and speak with their parents. By 

supporting these girls, Without Permis-

sion frees up law enforcement to find 

and prosecute pimps. “Anyone can do 

this,” adds Johnson, “even without an 

organization.”

Stetzer says the research is encourag-

ing. “The numbers show that more and 

more churches are catching a vision for 

caring for the forgotten, disenfranchised 

and oppressed. Jesus has called us to care 

about justice, and increasingly church 

leaders see kingdom work as not only 

gospel proclamation, but also gospel 

demonstration.” n

Ann-Margret Hovsepian is a writer living in 
Montreal, Quebec.



It was a bright morning in Ethiopia in late 2010 when our driver picked 
us up from the guesthouse and drove us through the rolling hills of  
Addis Ababa and up to a gated house full of orphaned children. 

My wife, Laura, and I waited outside the gate 

while our agency worker went in to get Solomon. 

We’d anticipated this moment for 18 months. 

It wasn’t long before the gate opened, and we 

were handed our soon-to-be-adopted son. I was 

emotionally unprepared for what happened after 

we returned to the van and drove off. Solomon 

started crying. Our precious child anxiously 

screamed as we pulled him away from the only 

home he’d known. 

After a few minutes, he calmed down, reached 

his little arms around Laura’s neck and tightened 

his grip. I can’t help but imagine that in that fear-

ful moment he came to realize that Laura was 

going to be his mommy forever. As I look back 

at the genesis of our family, it was certainly mov-

ing to watch baby Solomon hold on to Laura for 

dear life. But what mattered most was Laura’s 

secure hold on Solomon. 

If you’re like me, it’s often life lessons like this 

that allow us to grow deeper in our understand-

ing of God’s love. I cannot begin to express the 

depth of emotion and insight our adoption has 

opened up for us in relation to the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. I now see why several theologians have 

argued that adoption is the highest privilege the 

gospel offers, namely, because of its relational 

aspects. Essentially, adoption is about belonging, 

and Paul shows us why in Galatians 4:6-7:  

“And because you are sons, God has sent the 
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Belonging 
to Abba
Why every Christian is 
called to orphan care

By Matt Capps

Laura Capps and baby 

Soloman driving away 

from the orphanage. 

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MATT CAPPS
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Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, 

‘Abba, Father!’ So you are no longer a 

slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir 

through God.”

In these verses, we first see that we 

receive our identity as sons from the 

Father (4:6a). The Greek verb translated 

‘adopt’ literally means to place or de-

clare as a son. There is such assurance 

and security in the Father’s love for us 

because adoption is a declaration God 

makes about us. It is irreversible, depen-

dent entirely upon His gracious choice.  

Second, we learn of our intimacy with 

the Father (4:6b). The word ‘Abba’ is an 

Aramaic expression of familial endear-

ment used by children toward their 

fathers. When we call, our Father is 

always accessible to His children and is 

never too preoccupied to listen and lov-

ingly care for them. 

We also receive our imperative from 

the Father to live as sons, not slaves 

(4:7a). When an orphaned child is placed 

into a new family, the adopted child 

inherits a new family narrative and is 

expected to live and act in accordance 

with that story and its ancestral heri-

tage. In Paul’s world, royal children had 

to undergo extra training and discipline, 

which other children escaped, in order 

to fit them for their high destiny and 

expectations. 

Lastly, Paul gives us a glimpse of our 

inheritance from the Father (4:7b). In 

the time Paul wrote this letter, it was 

the firstborn who inherited the father’s 

estate, and it was his right to determine 

how much each of his brothers and 

sisters received. Christ, as firstborn of 

all creation, holds all the rights to His 

Father’s kingdom, and He graciously 

makes us co-heirs with him. As the 

Father’s beloved children, we will enter 

into our inheritance and that of our co-

heir, Jesus Christ. 

In the new heavens and the new earth, 

God will be fully ours to enjoy and be 

satisfied forever. Our status as children 

of God is evident to all creation. In that 

moment, the very word orphan will 

be erased from the human vocabulary. 

As we long for that day, may we live 

in a way that reflects the beauty of our 

adoption in Christ. 

This has direct implications on our call 

to orphan care. Our love for orphans 

will not only save the lives of vulnerable 

children, it also will give the lost 

world a tangible expression of 

the love of God. As Johnny Carr 

argues in his new book, Orphan 

Justice, Christians are clearly 

called to care for orphans, a group 

so close to the heart of Jesus. 

Have you ever thought about 

gathering a team of people in your 

church to strategize and pray about 

how your church can become involved 

in orphan care? Carr provides many 

practical ways to help your church 

family catch a vision for orphan care in 

Orphan Justice. Here are a few. 

•  Encourage and bless families around 

you that have adopted children or 

couples who are foster parents. 

•  Educate yourself and others about 

the realities of orphan care and 

adoption. 

•  Talk with your pastors about long-

term partnerships with international 

and local orphanages. 

•  Start an adoption fund at your 

church that helps pay adoption  

expenses of those in your church 

and those in your international part-

ner churches. 

There are so many ways to be  

involved. Not all of us are called to the 

same orphan ministry, but all of us must 

do something. If the Church is truly the 

most powerful force in the world, then 

we must not remain silent or still. n

Matt Capps (@MattCapps) is brand man-
ager for The Gospel Project at LifeWay.

“There is such assurance and 
security in the Father’s love 

for us because adoption  
is a declaration God  
makes about us.” 

— Matt Capps

Dig Deeper
•  Orphan Justice (B&H) 

by Johnny Carr

Available at LifeWay 

Stores and LifeWay.com.
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7 healthy ways to deal with conflict
By Ron Edmondson

When Christians Collide
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I once had conflict with a leader in a church I pastored. We had 
always been close. I felt I was more than his pastor. He was my 
friend, but I could tell something was strange about our rela-
tionship. I’ve never been afraid of healthy conflict, so I called 

him and asked for a meeting. Over lunch, I simply asked him if I’d 
done something to offend him. I had. It turned out he’d misunder-
stood something I said. When we were able to discuss the issue, we 
got on the same page, and our relationship was restored completely. 
We’re still good friends today.

Whenever people involved, there will 

be conflict. Normal relationships, even 

healthy relationships, encounter conflict 

occasionally. That is true whether the 

relationship involves family members, 

friends or co-workers; and even within 

the church. We are often surprised when 

conflict develops among believers, but 

because a church is made up of people, 

conflict is inevitable at times.

The Bible doesn’t shy away from con-

flict. We aren’t sheltered from the real 

messiness of people’s lives. The Bible 

shares with us the good, bad and ugly of 

biblical characters, even when they are in 

the midst of disruptive conflict. Here are 

seven practical ways to effectively navi-

gate through conflict.

View conflict differently. Most of us 

tend to avoid conflict, but if we want to 

have healthy relationships, we must learn 

to deal with conflict effectively. In fact, 

if conflict is handled well, it often can be 

used for an ultimate good. It strengthens 

relationships, keeps bitterness from devel-

oping, and protects emotions from being 

battered. Don’t be afraid of conflict. Even 

small disagreements can become big dis-

agreements if they’re not addressed along 

the way. Minor conflict is always easier to 

handle than major conflict.

Examine yourself. We should always 

look at the “plank” in our own eye before 

we consider what others have done to of-

fend us. That’s not only biblical advice it 

is practical advice. People are more likely 

to respect your position if they know you 

are humble enough to consider what you 

may have contributed to the conflict. Ask 

yourself how much of the conflict is based 

on your own personal desires. Many 

times the things we have conflict about 

aren’t worth the time we give them. Some 

issues we take personally aren’t biblical or 

don’t matter relative to the importance of 

the relationship.

Understand the conflict. As in my open-

ing story, many conflicts develop because 

of misunderstandings. Try to discern 

the real source of the conflict, especially 

from the other person’s perspective. Put 

yourself in the other person’s shoes and 

consider their viewpoint in the conflict 

before you address the issue with them. 

Make sure you are addressing the real is-

sues at stake.

Dig Deeper
•  When Relationships Collide 

Small-Group Study (LifeWay)  

by Ron Edmondson

This six-session study helps groups 

discover principles for dealing with 

conflict in a healthy, God-honoring 

way by learning what the Bible 

says about it, what God’s role is 

in it, and 

how God 

would 

have you 

resolve it. 



Find the right time and place to con-

front the conflict. When emotions are 

high, it’s not the best time to deal with 

conflict. Personal conflict should never 

be handled in a public setting. Carefully 

think through where and when you ad-

dress the situation. Pray for this meeting 

and ask God to direct the conversation 

and season your words with His pres-

ence.

Stick to the issue at hand. Try not 

to be distracted by side issues, innu-

endos, excuses or blame casting that 

tends to complicate issues. Also, do not 

sugarcoat the conflict in false kindness. 

Sometimes we fail to address the con-

flict because we are afraid of how the 

other person may respond. The avoid-

ance usually causes more and greater 

conflict.

Work toward a solution. Never waste 

conflict, but use it to make relationships 

better. Ultimately the conflict needs 

to be resolved with the right solution. 

There are issues that have biblical or 

moral consequences or truths attached 

to them. On these non-negotiable is-

sues, sometimes we simply have to stand 

our ground. Even these times should be 

handled with meekness and kindness, 

but grounded in truth.

Grant forgiveness. As believers, we 

are called to forgive as we’ve been for-

given. We should never hold a grudge or 

seek revenge, even when we can’t resolve 

the conflict. At times, it may be neces-

sary to humble ourselves and sacrifice 

our personal wishes for the betterment 

of others and the relationships.

Conflict is a part of relationships. 

The more intentional we are at allow-

ing conflict to promote and maintain 

healthy relationships, the greater our 

success will be in dealing with conflict. 

Rather than viewing all conflict as a 

painful part of life, let’s begin to see it as 

another way God builds stronger, God-

honoring relationships. n

Ron Edmondson (@RonEdmondson) is a 
pastor and church leadership consultant 
in Lexington, Ky. Read more from him at 
RonEdmondson.com.
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I had very little food, and  
sometimes I wouldn’t even eat.d
You can help Idell and thousands like her today. 

They call it Dignity. We call it a Mission.

GuideStone’s Mission:Dignity ministry provides critical financial assistance 

to thousands of retired Southern Baptist ministers, workers or their widows.  

But we can’t do it without you. 

{{
Visit us at 

w w w . M i s s i o n D i g n i t y S B C . o r g 
to donate online or order free material.

 

Call 1-888-98-GUIDE (1-888-984-8433)  
for more information.  

  facebook.com/MissionDignity     
  twitter.com/GuideStone
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As someone who has taken on every conceivable role in 
the church from pastor to custodian, and also taught 
Sunday school and led small groups from teens to 
baby boomers, I have dealt with almost every possible 

dynamic that can exist in a group of people. One of the most fre-
quently asked questions I hear is, “How do you get people today 
to talk? To open up?” 

Well, the old adage, “You can lead a 

horse to water, but you can’t make him 

drink,” most definitely applies here. You 

can get people to gather in a room for a 

spiritual purpose, but you can’t make 

them share their hearts.

The phrase—place, space and 

grace—has been around in 

counseling and pastoral set-

tings for many years, but 

it is also some of the most 

simple and practical prepa-

ration in leading people to 

open up and share life.

Place
The physical setting is 

crucial to people feel-

ing comfortable and 

“the vibe” in a room 

being right for shar-

ing with depth. Is 

the place private? Are they concerned 

about anyone else hearing what is dis-

cussed? Does the room feel sterile or 

does it have warmth? Is it classroom 

chairs or couches? Be sure the place is 

optimum for your people. It’s about 

what works for your group. If you’re 

a peer of your group, what makes you 

comfortable will likely make them com-

fortable. But if you are much older or 

younger, you may want to ask for help 

from someone in the group.

Space
Two major errors many leaders make 

are not allowing enough room for peo-

ple to talk and not allowing the silence 

to think and process. In a setting where 

emotion and risk are both dynamics 

at work, most people have to work up 

the courage to speak. Be certain there is 

plenty of breathing room in your meet-

ings. Silence is not a lack of participation; 

it’s an invitation to think, listen and wait 

for God to work. Don’t be tempted to 

talk in the gaps; pray the Lord will fill 

them.

Grace
To paint with a broad brush for a 

moment, we have been through several 

decades in the church where many peo-

ple have felt condemned, manipulated 

and chastised. A new and positive trend 

over the past decade is to offer grace 

and mercy in church settings—to offer  

people a place where “there is therefore 

now no condemnation.” Grace tells a 

person that he or she is not alone, not 

the only one struggling, and that it is 

OK to admit failure in order to get up, 

step up and move on in health. Grace 

has to come from both the leader and the 

group participants.

To be an effective small group leader, 

be inspired and challenged to honestly 

evaluate your place, space and grace. 

Ask some of your core members to be 

honest and discuss ways to improve any 

or all of these very crucial areas to help-

ing people get to the Living Water and 

drink, so they will never thirst again. n

Robert Noland has been in Christian 
ministry for more than 30 years.

Three ways to get people talking  
in your small group By Robert Noland

CALIBRATE 
Practical ministry ideas for your church

“ If anyone is thirsty, he should come to Me and drink!  

The one who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, will have 

streams of living water flow from deep within him.” —John 7:37b-38 (HCSB)
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Starting well
How to get off to a good start in a new church

By Dan Garland

A new pastor comes to a church with limited knowledge of the cul-
ture and people. Rushing to make changes before relationships are 
established nearly always results in conflict and misunderstanding. 

It’s important for the new pastor to get to 

know the people in the church, especially those 

who regularly attend and participate. And it’s 

equally important for them to get to know the 

new pastor. One way a new 

pastor can get off to a good 

start is to conduct a series of 

listening sessions with the 

church membership including 

key leaders and influencers.

Benefits of a listening session
Jesus said, “Anyone who has ears to hear 

should listen!” (Mark 4:9). One option for a new 

pastor to consider is to conduct a series of lis-

tening sessions early in his ministry at the new 

church, hopefully in the first three months. Here 

are a few of the benefits:

1.  Listening sessions provide the pastor a venue 

to begin building relationships that will un-

dergird their entire ministry at that church.

2.  Pastors have an opportunity to assess and dis-

cern the current reality in the church.

3.  Church members are affirmed and encouraged 

in their concerns, griefs and fears. 

4.  Church members are validated as members 

of the body of Christ, and the sessions allow 

them to be heard as such.

5.  It communicates to the church that the pastor 

has not come with a preconceived agenda.

6.  The new pastor gains insights into the church 

culture that will likely emerge in the first two 

years at the new church.

Scheduling and size of group
A good size for a group is 15-20 people. If a ses-

sion has more than 20 people, discussion might 

be hindered. A smaller membership church 

Anyone who has ears to 
hear should listen!

Mark 4:9 (HCSB)



might only need one or two listening sessions while a larger 

one will need multiple sessions. 

One method that could be used is to invite all members and 

attenders with last names that begin with A to G to the first 

session, H to Q, and so forth. Another method is to system-

atically meet with various Bible study classes on Sundays or 

during the week.

Agenda and contents
The agenda of each session should be simple and built 

around a series of open-ended questions that promote healthy 

and thoughtful discussion. Begin the session by briefly stat-

ing the purpose, which is to help the new pastor understand 

the church and get to know its members. 

Affirm that the members and attenders will do the majority 

of the talking during the session, not the new pastor. Provide 

nametags for everyone present so the pastor can continue 

learning the names of new church members.

Here are some possible questions:
•  What is your name and what first brought you here?

• Why did you decide to join?

•  What distinguishes this church from other churches?

•  What does this church do best? Brag to me about this 

church.

•  What gives you the most satisfaction in the position in 

which you now serve? And the most frustration?

•  For whom do you believe Sunday worship should be de-

signed?

•  What is the most significant change that has happened here 

since you became a member?

•  Picture in your mind what you would like this congre-

gation to look like five years from now. How does that 

picture differ from today?

•  What is the biggest barrier to making your vision become 

the reality of tomorrow?

•  What is the most pressing issue with which this church 

needs to deal?

•  What is the question that I should have asked but didn’t 

know enough to ask?

Taking the time to listen and getting to know the church 

members/attenders in the first few months of the new pastor’s 

ministry will establish relationships, trust and confidence in 

his leadership. 

It will jump start the new pastor’s understanding of the 

church culture and provide insight in how best to lead the 

church in her mission of making disciples. It is one of the keys 

to a smooth transition to a new pastor. n

Dan Garland is eastern regional manager for LifeWay’s church 
partnerships team.
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Is your stuff holding  
you hostage?
          By Sean Fowlds

ILLUSTRATION BY GARY LOCKE
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Over time, I perceived the Lord was preparing me to trim down my pos-

sessions to live more lightly, starting with perhaps my most prized ones of 

all: my carefully curated collection of books, many of them signed first 

editions. In a couple of years, I got rid of all but my favorite 50 or so 

volumes, giving the others to friends and family or donating them to 

local charities.

In the intervening months, other events transpired to motivate 

my wife and me to continue cutting the clutter from our home, 

not the least of which was a neighbor’s large oak tree falling 

onto our house. That event literally shook our sense of secu-

rity and caused us to rethink the place of stuff in our lives. 

We felt as if something had broken inside us, releasing us to 

explore other modes of living, namely a more mobile and 

simple lifestyle. 

Once we embraced the thought of moving, the idea of a less 

stationary lifestyle compelled us to get rid of the unnecessary pos-

sessions weighing us down, literally and figuratively. We started 

to minimize our stuff in order to maximize our life. Our motto 

became “minimize to mobilize.” The end result was we sold our 

house and furniture, keeping only our very favorite items, allow-

ing us to move and minister more freely. 

One of the biggest breakthroughs was how much my wife and 

I agreed about what downscaling would look like for us. Several 

times it was my wife who suggested getting rid of stuff rather 

than holding onto it for its sentimentality. It also helped that 

we executed our plan gradually and stored select items with 

our families for future consideration. The entire process 

was relatively painless, and there’s nothing that either 

of us misses or regrets.

During the time of our transition, I began reading 

online about a growing trend called minimalism, the 

practice of living with less stuff. I came across a phenom-

It all started with an epiphany. One day, I was staring at my 
largely unused library of more than 1,000 books when I was 
struck by the sense that it represented for me an embarrass-
ment of riches. It dawned on me that I had not read at least half 

of them, and I likely wouldn’t re-read the half I had read.
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enon called the 100 Thing Challenge. 

Started by Dave Bruno, a Christian 

entrepreneur, it was his private quest to 

live with only 100 possessions for one 

year.

But Bruno’s personal challenge quick-

ly grew into a grassroots movement 

via his blog at GuynamedDave.com, 

which led to his book The 100 Thing 

Challenge: How I Got Rid of 

Almost Everything, Remade 

My Life, and Regained My 

Soul. Spawned during the re-

cent recession, the challenge 

tapped into a desire on the 

behalf of many—believers and 

nonbelievers alike—to learn 

to live with less. 

As Bruno wrote, “We talk 

about the good life or the 

American dream as if it were 

permanent, as if it were the 

finish line of a race. We say 

that we have ‘arrived at the 

American dream.’ We an-

nounce that we are ‘living the 

good life.’ And yet it has been 

my experience, at least in our times, the 

good life and the American dream are 

more obsolescent than obtainable.”

Of course, our ultimate example of 

keeping stuff in its proper place is none 

other than Jesus Christ, who taught us 

how to treat temporal things in Matthew 

6:31-33, “So don’t worry, saying, ‘What 

will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ 

or ‘What will we wear?’ For the idola-

ters eagerly seek all these things, and 

your heavenly Father knows that you 

need them. But seek first the kingdom 

of God and His righteousness, and all 

these things will be provided for you.” 

In other words, God means for us to 

possess things in moderation rather than 

them possessing us as our masters. And 

the apostle Paul echoes Jesus’ teach-

ing in 1 Timothy 6:6-8, “But godliness 

with contentment is a great gain. For 

we brought nothing into the world, and 

we can take nothing out. But if we have 

food and clothing, we will be content 

with these.” 

A simple rule of thumb my wife and 

I adopted is to spend on doing, rather 

than having. We feel strongly that the 

best investment of our time and money 

is to expend them toward creating mem-

orable experiences, ones we will cherish 

long after the thrill of a newfound trin-

ket fades out of memory. 

Quaker minister and author Philip 

Gulley wrote in For Everything a Sea-

son: Simple Musings on Living Well: “I 

Dig Deeper
•  The 7 Experiment: Stage 

Your Own Mutiny Against 

Excess (LifeWay) by Jen 

Hatmaker

Do you feel trapped in the 

machine of excess? Jen 

Hatmaker was. Her friends 

were. And some might say 

our culture is. When Jen 

was called “rich” by a child 

who was living in poverty, she began a social 

experiment which evolved into a spiritual 

journey. The seven key areas addressed are: 

food, clothes, spending, media, possessions, 

waste and stress.

“We announce that we are ‘living the good life.’  
And yet it has been my experience, at least in  

our times, the good life amd the American dream  
are more obsolescent than obtainable.”

— Sean Fowlds



wonder if our willingness to cast things 

away is a measure of our spiritual well-

being. Consider this: the first thing the 

followers of Jesus did was leave their 

stuff behind. Jesus said to Peter and 

Andrew, ‘Follow me,’ and immediately 

they left their nets and followed him.”

“And,” Gulley continued, “the same 

is true of James and John. They left their 

boat and their father to follow Jesus. He 

also asked the rich young ruler to leave 

his stuff behind, which the young man 

couldn’t bring himself to do. He loved 

his things too much and went away sad. 

From what I can tell, it’s the only time 

anyone ever went away from Jesus sad. 

I try to remember that whenever I think 

things will make me happy.” 

Over the course of our journey, we 

identified some principles that helped 

us minimize our stuff and maximize our 

lives. First, choose quality over quantity 

by selecting the best and scuttling the 

rest. Second, challenge your assump-

tions by imagining a different space and 

structuring it accordingly. Third, leave 

no stone unturned by thoroughly go-

ing through things regardless of their 

sentimental value and getting rid of the 

superfluous. 

It was the grace of God that helped us 

rethink our relationship with stuff and 

live more lightly. Wherever you are on 

your journey of life consider lightening 

your load by getting rid of stuff that 

weighs you down and choosing to curb 

your materialism. When all is said and 

done, here is the question to ask: Is your 

stuff holding you hostage from the life 

God’s called you to lead? n

Sean Fowlds (@SeanFowlds) is a writer  
living with his wife, Linda, in Franklin, 
Tenn. He is writing a book about his 
lifestyle design experiences. Visit him at 
SeanFowlds.com.
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10 ideas to help 
your church use  
technology  
missionally

By Aaron Earls

Instead of viewing technology as a new 
way to engage the congregation and the 
community, some church leaders are 
hesitant to adopt the latest technological 

advances. This often results in congregations 
being left behind in the flannel graph era, in-
stead of being part of the digital revolution.

This may no longer be the trend though, according to 

Tyler Litton, a video specialist at LifeWay. “As of late,” he 

says, “it would appear there is a concerted effort on behalf 

of Christians to use the now-affordable technologies to 

reach out to their communities.” 

Many technological advances can enable churches to 

minister in new ways and make established ministries more 

efficient. “While God and His Word have not changed, we 

as His people have, and one way in which we have changed 
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TECHNOLOGY 
Technical tools for your ministry

is by the methods and multitude of ways 

we digest information,” says Litton.

How can you leverage the techno-

logical culture of today in a missional 

way? Craig Adams, creative director at 

LifeWay Worship, offers 10 ways your 

church can harness technology and use 

it to grow your members and reach 

your neighbors.

1. Create a technology or commu-

nications team. Enlist people who are 

focused on the ways your church is 

currently using technology and who are 

also aware of other potential technology 

and communication methods. Empower 

them to provide you with tangible ways 

you can improve.

2. Make sure younger leaders are 

involved. It’s their culture. They were 

born into technology, so it’s second 

nature to them. Plug them into the min-

istry of your church so they can share 

their insights with other leaders.

3. Identify all relevant technologi-

cal media. This is where your team can 

help. Find out the social media sites the 

people in your church use most fre-

quently. Invest your time there. But also 

discover where the greater community 

around your church is online. Be there.

4. Train all church leaders to use 

those avenues. Discovering where peo-

ple are is only half the issue. Now, the 

staff and lay leaders need to know how 

to use the appropriate sites and technol-

ogy, so they can engage their audience 

inside and outside the church.

5. Secure premium quality Inter-

net bandwidth for the church office.  

Invest in the Internet you and your 

staff will use on a regular basis. Noth-

ing will frustrate people and dampen  

enthusiasm for an online push than slow 

Internet and the resulting inability to 

respond quickly.

6. Establish highly targeted venues 

for each local church ministry. Load-

ing up your church website with an 

announcement for every ministry, class 

and team defeats the purpose. Too much 

information can often dilute your main 

message. Use designated websites, Face-

book groups and Twitter feeds to better 

engage users.

7. Develop a strategy for advance 

and follow-up communications. In 

conjunction with your team, devise a 

plan to disseminate sermon notes, an-

nouncements, ministry opportunities, 

specific campaigns, prayer items, etc. in 

the most effective way.

8. Diversify the kind of content be-

ing generated. With all the varying 

media creation software and apps, you 

and your team could produce numerous 

works related to one sermon or church 

wide emphasis: podcast, highlight video, 

web ad, Facebook photo, blog post, etc.

9. Provide pre-loaded mobile devices 

to missionaries, shut-ins and those in 

the hospital. Instead of expecting peo-

ple to find ways to consume the content 

you produce—give them the content 

and the device. Missionaries could use 

it for evangelism. Those who cannot 

physically come to services could still 

benefit from the sermons.

10. Offer classes for the elderly and 

technology-challenged. Grandparents 

would love to learn how to use Skype 

to video chat with their grandchildren. 

Those without a job could use comput-

er training to be more marketable. Look 

at your community and meet the needs 

that are present.

As your church expands your use of 

technology for missional purposes, plan 

for there to be missteps as you continue 

to grow. 

“No matter the method, the church 

will continue to see ideas fail and suc-

ceed, but the effort is important and 

isn’t a waste of time or resources,” says 

Litton. “Continue to find and refine 

what your community needs and com-

municate in a way in which they will 

hear you.”n

Aaron Earls is online editor for Facts & 
Trends.

“Continue to find and refine 
what your community needs 
and communicate in a way 
which they will hear you.”

— Tyler Litton
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                  Folks we’re 
following

There are no rewards at the end of life 
for wealth, fame, accomplishment, or 
beauty. There is a reward for faithful-
ness. Hang on.

@Lecrae
Grammy and Dove Award winning hip-hop artist

The true sign of a healthy church is not 
our SEATING capacity but our SEND-
ING capacity! #HelpUsJesus

@RichWilkerson
Pastor of Trinity Church, Miami, Fla.

We either submit our stuff to God or 
submit ourselves to our stuff.

David Swanson (@davidswanson)
Pastor of New Community Covenant Church 

Bronzeville and director of church planting, 

centralconf.org, Chicago

My blindness to my need for daily 
grace has me on a new journey to 
despise my righteousness & embrace 
Jesus more deeply #phil3

Eric Mason (@pastoremase) 
Pastor of @epiphfellowship and  

author of Manhood Restored

Sin is not just bad things, but good 
things we make ultimate over God.

@TimKellerNyC
Pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian and author of 

The Reason for God and The Prodigal God

ON OUR RADAR 
Practical resources for you and your church

Q&A with author 
Priscilla Shirer
Tell us about your new book God Is 
Able. Why did you decide to write it? 

God Is Able is a book I’ve been thinking 

about writing for three years. It was a mes-

sage I developed for the Deeper Still event 

with Beth Moore and Kay Arthur. 

Usually, the way a book develops for me, 

when I go to the Scriptures and something 

resonates with me, I take it for personal 

conviction and growth. If it sticks with me, that’s when I know the Lord 

would like for me to teach that to someone else. As I taught that message, 

I could see that it was resonating with others. My hope is that through the 

book the message will come to life a little bit more in the daily, practical 

rhythms of life.  

The book is based on Ephesians 3:20-21. 
Yes. It’s a powerful passage of Scripture about the ability of God. The 

message of God Is Able is to remind people about the straight up, flat out, 

powerful ability of God to do anything we need Him to do. Whether He 

chooses to do it is not a question of His ability, it’s a question of His sover-

eignty. The enemy would like for us to start questioning the ability of God.  

This message is a reminder that God won’t necessarily do everything the 

way we want Him to do it. But whether or not He can do it, should never 

be a question in the believer’s mind.

Was there a time in your life you doubted either God’s sovereignty or 
His goodness? When you asked, Lord, are you real? Do you see me? 
Have you forgotten me?

There have been many times in my life when I’ve thought that. I think if 

we’re all honest, at one point or another we have doubted God, or we’ve 

seen God work in someone else’s life and wondered if God can do the same 

for us.  

This book has been an invitation even for me to remember to make my 

requests known to God and trust that He will do what is best. The Bible 

says He will do exceedingly and abundantly above all that we ask or think. 

So all is inclusive of small things and big things and everything in between.  

A look inside

God Is Able
B&H Publishing



Manhood Restored: 
How the Gospel 
Makes Men Whole
By Eric Mason

B&H Publishing Group

Eric Mason, pastor 

of Epiphany Fellow-

ship in Philadelphia, 

combines theological 

depth with practical 

insights, putting men 

in step with a gospel-

centered manhood 

that will enrich their 

lives. Mason begins 

by laying a founda-

tion for why God 

created man and what 

should be the purpose 

for a man during his 

time on Earth. He 

analyzes the cultural 

caricatures of men. 

And, finally, he 

explains how Jesus set 

the true standard for 

biblical manhood.

More or Less: 
Choosing a Lifestyle 
of Excessive  
Generosity
By Jeff Shinabarger

David C. Cook, 2013

Most Americans 

have more than they 

need. But what is 

“enough”? Shina-

barger suggests an 

interesting social 

experiment: Define 

“enough” for you and 

then give radically 

from the excess. He 

says you’ll see your 

relationship to posses-

sions forever change 

as you become free to 

generously aid those 

with needs greater 

than your own.

The Case for Grace  
A Journalist Explores 
the Evidence of  
Transformed Lives
By Lee Strobel

Zondervan, 2013

In The Case for 

Grace, Lee Strobel 

crafts a compelling 

and highly personal 

case for God, focusing 

on God’s transform-

ing work in the lives 

of men and women 

today.  Strobel 

draws upon his 

own journey from 

atheism to Christian-

ity to explore God’s 

redeeming love for 

people. See how 

God’s grace can 

revolutionize your 

eternity and relation-

ships … starting 

today. 

Sensing Jesus
By Zack Eswine

Crossway, 2013

Want a behind-the-

scenes look at life 

in ministry? Zack 

Eswine, lead pastor 

of Riverside Church 

in Webster Groves, 

Mo., tells you what 

he wishes someone 

would’ve told him 

before he began. 

With more than 20 

years of experience, 

Eswine shares his 

own failures, burnout 

and pain, all the while 

addressing complexi-

ties such as leadership 

decisions, church 

discipline and family 

dynamics. As a pastor, 

Eswine offers a fresh 

and biblical approach 

to the care of souls, 

including your own.

Gospel-Centered 
Teaching: Show-
ing Christ in All the 
Scripture
By Trevin Wax

B&H Publishing Group

Trevin Wax, managing 

editor of The Gospel 

Project, offers Gospel-

Centered Teaching, a 

practical guide center-

ing your message on 

Jesus. With in-depth 

discussion of concerns 

(missional apathy, 

biblical illiteracy, 

shallow discussions, 

etc.), Wax presents a 

refreshing truth-over-

technique call to small 

group leaders and 

Bible study teachers 

to stay focused on 

continually reintro-

ducing people to Jesus 

whose life and death 

changes everything.

Books

For more new releases visit LifeWay.com. 
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Conferences & Events

Collegiate Weekend 
October 25-26, 2013 

Nashville, Tennessee

Speakers: Pete Wilson and Robby 

Gallaty 

The best of Collegiate Week will be 

rolled into one jam-packed weekend 

of teaching, worship and breakout 

sessions. Breakout sessions will cover 

topics from relationships to leadership 

to missions and everything in between. 

Extras include a Friday night rooftop 

party overlooking downtown Nashville 

and Saturday tailgating. 

LifeWay.com/Events

Multi-ethnic Church Conference
November 5-6, 2013

Long Beach, California

Speakers: John Perkins, Mark DeYmaz, 

Soong-Chan Rah, Efram Smith, 

Christena Cleveland, Choco DeJesus, 

Eugene Cho, Matt Chandler, Naeem 

Fazal, Derwin Gray and more

Hosted by Mosaix Global Network, 

Multi-ethnic Church Conference is 

a gathering of like-minded ministry 

pioneers—experienced local church 

pastors and planters, network and 

denominational leaders, authors and 

educators—who are passionately 

pursuing the establishment of healthy 

multi-ethnic and economically diverse 

churches for the sake of the gospel in 

an increasingly diverse society.

Mosaix2013.com

2014 VBS Previews 
Ridgecrest (N.C.) Conference Center, Jan. 

10-11; Fort Worth, Texas, Jan. 17-18; 

Nashville, Tenn., Jan, 30-31, Jan. 31-Feb. 

1, Feb. 1; Kissimmee, Fla., Feb. 7-8, Feb. 8

Nothing beats the experience—come to 

a VBS 2014 Preview Event and you’ll 

go home inspired. You’ll learn about 

VBS-themed evangelism ideas, follow-

up, decorations, snacks, crafts, the 

pastor’s role in VBS, and much more. 

LifeWay.com/VBS

Linger Conference
February 14-15, 2014

Dallas

Speakers/Artists: Matt Chandler, 

Lauren Chandler, Bethany Dillon, Jen-

nie Riddle, Shane & Shane, Ben Stuart, 

Tullian Tchividjian, Todd Wagner and 

Phil Wickham

Linger Conference is a unique event 

created to help believers learn what it is 

to linger in God’s presence. It’s for any 

Christian seeking to learn to walk more 

closely with God.

LingerConference.com 

ON OUR RADAR 
Practical resources for you and your church

2013 Women’s  
Leadership Forum
November 14-16, 2013 

Nashville, Tennessee

Speakers include: Angela Thomas, 

Margaret Feinberg, Esther Burroughs, 

Vicki Courtney and Chris Adams. 

Worship leader: Travis Cottrell 

Come ready to learn and study the 

unique aspects of each 

generation and how you 

minister to women of all ages 

in your church.

As a leader, you’ll learn about 

reaching for discipleship, building 

community, ministering out of the 

overflow and connecting generations.

  LifeWay.com/Events
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2-Minute Pastor 
Pastor Neil Franks developed this app for iPhone, iPad and Android 

devices to provide two minutes of spiritual connection through videos and 

podcasts to provide an at-your-fingertips tool for spiritual growth. The 

videos cover a range of topics related to the Bible and everyday life. The 

daily devotionals focus on key verses throughout the Bible and provide 

both a description and practical application. The app also includes essen-

tials truths for the Christian life and a Life Questions section that answers 

everyday life issues and digs into a biblical understanding of each one. 

Digital
The Choir Room 

The Choir Room is a free online reading session where you can see and hear the 

latest music from your favorite publishers in the comfort of your home, office or 

favorite coffeehouse. LifeWay Worship’s Mike Harland hosts this monthly webcast. 

Sign up online to receive reminders and other important information delivered 

straight to your inbox.

LifeWay.com/TheChoirRoom 

HCSB Study Bible app

The HCSB Study Bible app for iOS is  

especially useful when you don’t have Internet 

connectivity. Study notes, word studies,  

and articles remain on your device, rather  

than online. 

Scan the QR Code to get the download.

Evernote

Do you struggle with collecting all your notes, ideas and research in one place? You may want to 

consider using Evernote, one of our favorite productivity applications. Evernote allows you to put 

a note, picture, clip from the Web or voice recording into the 

application and then automatically syncs with all your devices. 

Evernote also allows you to share with others, so you can capture 

all your notes for next week’s sermon and then share them with 

your team. The standard application is free. If you need more  

storage, you can upgrade to a premium version for a monthly rate.

Evernote.com
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I love research. I’m kind of a nerd that way. I also love the 
Church. So leading a large Christian research organiza-
tion committed to producing results that serve the Church 
works out well for me. Recently, I was asked how church 

leaders should use the data we produce, which I thought was an 
astute question that warranted a response. 

Engagement in God’s mission requires 

an acute understanding of two compo-

nents: the gospel and culture. The gospel 

is the good news of the incarnation of 

Christ. This was the advent of God’s 

kingdom in the kingdoms of the world, 

each of which boasts its own particular 

culture. No matter the culture, Christ’s 

coming into it is indeed good news; but 

the particulars of how it was good news 

varies from one culture to the next. 

The problem is we don’t know who 

resonates with which aspects of the 

good news unless we know the people 

to whom we are taking the gospel. This 

is how we hope pastors will use the 

research we present to churches—to 

understand the culture around them and 

how they are doing in engaging them 

with the gospel.

Two groups of people referenced in the 

Bible illustrate what we need to do to be 

effective in our gospel-driven cultural 

engagement. In Acts 17:10-11, Luke 

praises the Bereans because they were 

devoted to the study of the Scriptures. 

They rooted themselves deeply in the 

Word of God, and it affected the way 

they lived. 

We need to be like the Bereans—firmly 

rooted in the Word so the teaching 

therein guides us. Simply put, we must 

first understand and live in light of the 

good news before we can persuade oth-

ers of its goodness (2 Corinthians 5:11).

The second group, found in 1 Chron-

icles 12:32, may be more obscure. In 

discussing the armies of men who joined 

David as he was fleeing Saul, we meet 

the men of Issachar who “understood 

the times and knew what Israel should 

do.” That is a profound characteriza-

tion, and such men would have been 

exceptionally valuable to David as he 

and his armies carried out their missions.

In the same way, we need to under-

stand the times we are in. We need to 

understand the people to whom God is 

sending us for the sake of the gospel, so 

we know how to engage them. 

We need to be people who understand 

both the gospel and culture.

The Word of God gives us our mission, 

while the data helps us know how we 

can best accomplish our task—engaging 

people with the gospel. 

There are extremes on either end of 

the spectrum, one that ignores the cul-

ture and one that ignores the Scriptures. 

There are those whose approach in any 

culture is to ignore the data, love people, 

and just present the gospel. If they don’t 

understand the culture, they cannot 

possibly interact with it and eventually 

become irrelevant.

The opposite is also true in that there 

are those who are not tethered to the 

Word but are driven by the data. They 

become so enamored with the culture 

they lose the distinctiveness of the 

kingdom of God. They also eventually 

become irrelevant, because there is no 

difference between them and the culture 

of the people around them.  

Each of these results is tragic, and 

each occurs because people default to 

comfort—they either ignore the culture 

or conform to it. There is tension in liv-

ing the character of one kingdom inside 

another.

My desire as a believer and a researcher 

is that Christians would be faithful to 

the Scriptures and students of the culture 

around us, which would lead to more 

fruitful efforts in mission. Our research 

is produced with that hope in mind—to 

encourage and enable you to be faithful 

people of Berea and Issachar, who are 

fruitful because you are tethered to the 

Word and can discern the times. n

Ed Stetzer is president of LifeWay Research.
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Understanding the gospel and culture

THE EXCHANGE
For more visit EdStetzer.com.

“...we don’t know who resonates 
with which aspects of the  

good news unless we know  
the people to whom we are  

taking the gospel.”
Ed Stetzer



range to
bottom edge

range to
bottom edge

would like A
Word with you

When you provide daily devotionals to your church, you give them what they most need: 
daily time with God – a word with their Father. 

Get a ministry rate by calling 1-800-458-2772 or visit www.lifeway.com/devotionals

Your Father



Want to have a family 
friendly movie night? 
Choose The Lost Medallion!

To order the Church Site License Edition for
only $99: go to lifeway.com/thelostmedallion

fb/lifewayfilms
@lifewayfilms

See Alex Kendrick (Courageous, Fireproof) in The 

Lost Medallion, the tale of Billy Stone, who uncovers 

a long-lost medallion and accidentally wishes himself 

back in time. He and his friends must work as a team 

to save the island people from slavery and learn more 

about God’s love in the process.
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