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Welcome to 

Phoenix and to 

the 2011 annual meeting 

of the Southern Baptist 

Convention! Thank you 

for your presence here 

this week and for your 

committed service to the 

Lord and the churches of 

our convention.

This Facts and Trends 

is a special edition of 

our magazine that we have designed exclusively for 

the SBC meeting. In the following pages you’ll see a 

heavy emphasis on biblical literacy through LifeWay 

events, products, stories and exclusive material from 

LifeWay Research. We celebrate the fact that the Bible 

is the best-selling book of all time, and we desire to 

see its power, truth and message reach every person 

in the world. This commitment is reflected clearly in 

LifeWay’s mission to provide biblical solutions for life 

transformation.

I look forward to sharing more with you during 

LifeWay’s presentation time at 10:40 a.m. on Tuesday, 

June 14. In the meantime, stop by our store in the 

exhibit hall or one of our booths that represent 

important ministries and services designed to provide 

you and your church biblical solutions for life. 

In His service,

Thom S. Rainer

President and CEO

LifeWay Christian Resources

Welcome  
messengers



Pastors doubt their churches  
understand the Bible by Jon D. Wilke

Fewer than 4 out of 10 Protestant pastors say  

the people of their church really understand the 

Word of God.

This finding is from a LifeWay Research study of 1,000 

Protestant pastors in the United States. The study also 

found that more than twice as many pastors strongly affirm 

Scripture’s position of authority in their church.

Bible survey findings
Nearly all (92 percent) 

Protestant pastors strongly agree 

their church considers Scripture 

to be the authority for their 

church and their lives.

When asked for their level of 

agreement with the statement, 

“The people of our congregation 

have a firm grasp of the Bible,” 

only 38 percent of Protestant pastors strongly agree. Forty-

seven percent somewhat agree, while 14 percent disagree 

(strongly or somewhat). One percent of pastors “don’t 

know.”

Less educated and older church leaders agree
Pastors with less education and pastors who consider 

themselves evangelical are more likely to believe that 

congregation members have a firm understanding of the 

Bible’s content.

Fifty-seven percent of pastors whose highest level of 

education is “some college or less” strongly agree their 

congregation has a firm grasp of the Word of God. Fewer 

than half (44 percent) of pastors with a bachelor’s degree 

and 31 percent of pastors with a master’s degree or higher 

strongly agree that their church has a firm grasp.

Pastors over age 64 are more likely to strongly agree that 

their congregation has a firm grasp of the Bible than those 

ages 18 to 44 (52 percent compared to 29 percent).  

Evangelical pastors 
Eighty-five percent of church pastors who self-identify as 

evangelical agree (strongly or somewhat) that the people of 

their congregation firmly grasp the Bible. Church leaders 

from mainline denominations were less likely to agree 

(79 percent) that their congregations have such a firm 

understanding.

“Most church attendees believe the Word of God is 

their church’s standard for life,” said Scott McConnell, 

director of LifeWay Research. “But, 

according to their pastors, only a 

minority of churchgoers actually 

grasp the biblical truth they hear.”

McConnell said, “Jesus 

frequently appealed to those who 

have ears to actually hear, and 

that appeal is still fitting today. In 

John 8, Jesus said, ‘If you continue 

in My Word, you really are My disciples. You will know the 

truth, and the truth will set you free.’”

Takes time
“It takes time to know the Bible well,” added McConnell.  

“Our recent research among Americans indicates only 

four in ten (41 percent) adults say they read the Bible at 

least once a week. Nearly half (46 percent) say they rarely 

or never read the Bible. Churchgoers must increase their 

desire to understand the Bible if they are going to increase 

their knowledge of its contents and their understanding of 

its application to their lives. Time spent reading the Bible 

will likely result in a life that is more shaped by its truth.”

Detailed wording and responses to each question are 

available at LifeWayResearch.com. 

Methodology: In March 2010 LifeWay Research conducted a telephone 
survey among a random sample of Protestant senior pastors, ministers and 
priests in the U.S., and responses were weighted to reflect the geographic 
distribution of churches. The completed sample of 1,000 provides 95 
percent confidence that the sampling error does not exceed ±3.2 percent. 
Margins of error are higher in subgroups.

LifeWay Research:
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4 out of 10 Protestant pastors say  
the people of their church really  
understand the Word of God.
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Union, LifeWay, Platt  
     focus on biblical literacy

by Russ Rankin

Standing before the nearly 700 attendees of the Read the Bible 

for Life conference, George Guthrie rattled off a series of 

staggering facts about the Bible:

–  25 million copies of the Bible are sold in the United States 

annually.

– Nine out of 10 homes in the U.S. have a Bible.

–  More than 400 million copies of all or part of the Bible are 

distributed through Bible societies each year.

Despite what would appear to be a Scripture saturation of biblical 

proportions, “The No. 1 predictor of spiritual maturity (according 

to a study by LifeWay Research) is reading the Bible on a daily 

basis [but] only 16 percent of churchgoers read the Bible daily and 

25 percent of churchgoers don’t read the Bible at 

all,” said Guthrie, host of the April 15-16 

conference held at Union University in 

Jackson, Tenn.

George Guthrie 
 Photo by Kent Harville
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“This means that more than 50 percent of 

people who come through the doors of our 

churches on a regular basis only read their 

Bibles occasionally, perhaps one or two times 

per month, if at all,” he said. “Even more 

sobering, only 37 percent of those who attend 

church regularly say that reading and studying 

the Bible has made a significant difference in 

the way they live their lives. Only 37 percent.”

This alarming lack of biblical literacy is 

what led Guthrie to write “Read the Bible for 

Life: Your Guide to Understanding and Living 

God’s Word,” published in January 2011 by 

B&H Publishing Group, the trade publishing 

arm of LifeWay Christian Resources of the 

Southern Baptist Convention. Guthrie, who 

serves as the Benjamin W. Perry Professor 

of Bible at Union, compiled the book as a 

series of conversations about how to study the 

Scriptures in a meaningful way.

The “Read the Bible for Life” book is the just 

the first component of what has become the 

Read the Bible for Life initiative spearheaded 

by LifeWay in partnership with Union’s R.C. 

Ryan Center for Biblical Studies. Other 

components include a nine-week small-group 

video curriculum and readers’ study guide. 

In Fall 2011, LifeWay will release a Holman 

Christian Standard Bible chronological study 

Bible in support of the initiative.

“Dr. Guthrie’s book could not have come 

at a better time for individuals and churches 

looking for ways to know God more intimately 

and be transformed by His Word,” said Brad 

Waggoner, LifeWay’s executive vice president. 

“George Guthrie is one of the world’s leading 

scholars. His bent for scholarship did not 

remove him in any way from his passion for 

the local church. He desires for the Word of 

God to transform His people; that is the key 

to this emphasis.”

The reading and study material is aimed 

to accomplish two things: 

to help people learn to read 

the parts of Scripture well, 

so they know how to engage 

a psalm, an Old Testament 

story, or a parable and apply 

the Word in specific, life-

changing ways; and to help 

people understand how the 

Bible fits together so they 

can understand their place in 

God’s story.

At its core, Guthrie 

explained, the Read the 

Bible for Life initiative seeks 

to change the processes 

for how followers of Christ 

interface with the Bible by 

understanding the dynamics 

of the overarching “grand 

narrative” of Scripture.

The road to Scripture 

literacy goes beyond telling 

people they need to get in the 

Word and have a devotional 

time, Guthrie said.

“First, we need to look at processes in the 

local church and not just programs of the 
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“ Read the Bible for Life  
is a ministry of service.  
It is our greatest desire 
to come alongside  
others to help them in 
their faith.”

– George Guthrie
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moment,” he said. “We need to read and teach 

people how to read Scripture more effectively 

and meaningfully. And we need to get into 

the grand story of Scripture – individually and 

as a community.

“By doing this, people will begin to realize 

that ‘this is my story, and it has implications 

for my life.’ This coordinated attempt at 

changing patterns and processes of interacting 

with Scripture is a way to help the church be 

the church and learn to read the Bible well,” 

Guthrie said.

David Platt, senior pastor of The Church at 

Brook Hills in Birmingham, Ala., preached 

three plenary sessions at the conference at 

Union and also sat on a Q&A panel with 

Guthrie and musician and author Michael 

Card. Platt, author of the New York Times 

bestseller “Radical,” revealed that Guthrie’s 

material played an crucial role in his church’s 

yearlong “Radical Experiment.”

Over the course of a year, Brook Hills 

members were challenged to radically change 

their modus operandi by praying for the 

entire world, reading through the entire 

Bible, committing to multiplying community 

fellowship groups, sacrificing finances for a 

specific purpose and giving time in another 

context.

As a working laboratory for the Read the 

Bible for Life teaching material and reader’s 

guide, Guthrie said he worked a couple 

of months ahead of the church’s schedule 

to produce reader’s guide material as Platt 

preached chronologically through the Bible.

“We walked through the story of Scripture 

from cover to cover testing out the Read the 

Bible for Life curriculum,” said Platt. “To see 

“ As you unpack the grand  
narrative of Scripture, you start 
to realize that the God of Peter, 
James, John, Isaiah, Moses and  
Abraham is your God.”

– David Platt

David Platt 
Photo by Kent Harville
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the Word come alive through this 

material and through our church was 

incredible. As a pastor I’m indebted 

to this.”

Guthrie said the Read the Bible 

for Life curriculum “is a ministry of 

service. It is our greatest desire to 

come alongside others to help them in 

their faith.”

Platt said that as the church walked 

through the chronological reading of 

the Bible, “people began recognizing 

key messages and stories that serve 

as hinges to the redemptive story of 

Christ. People in our church, some 

who have been Christians for 20 and 

30 years are saying ‘I never knew how 

this all fit together.’

“As you unpack the grand narrative 

of Scripture, you start to realize that 

the God of Peter, James, John, Isaiah, 

Moses and Abraham is your God,” 

Platt said. “To have your eyes opened 

to the fact that God, the consuming 

fire on the mountain, is the same God 

we meet with … it takes our daily 

routine up to such a higher level when 

we realize we are a part of something 

so much greater – a grand story of 

redemption.” n

Components of the Read the Bible 
for Life initiative can be previewed at 
ReadtheBibleforLife.com.

Will we rise to biblical literacy?
By George Guthrie

In his work entitled “Eat this Book,” Eugene Peterson rightly notes 

concerning the Bible, “We open this Book and find that page after 

page it takes us off guard, surprises us, and draws us into its reality, pulls 

us into participation with God on his terms.”

I am confident that you agree – the Bible is both foundation and fuel of 

spiritual vitality for the church as we seek to live out God’s agenda in the 

world. As the great minister and philanthropist George Müller put it, “The 

vigor of our spiritual life will be in exact proportion to the place held by the 

Bible in our life and thoughts.” It is not surprising, therefore, that in a recent 

survey by LifeWay Research, the No. 1 predictor of spiritual maturity among 

churchgoers was whether or not they read the Bible on a daily basis.

What studies show clearly is that over the past 50 years the church has 

joined the broader culture in a frightening, accelerating, pervasive, downward 

slide into biblical illiteracy. This plunge affects both clergy and laity, making 

a profound impact on the way we think, the way we live and what we know or 

don’t know about the Bible itself.

As a professor at one of the top Christian universities in the country, I have 

seen the effects of this trend on my students. They are exceptionally smart 

and deeply committed to Christ and the church, yet many fail very basic 

biblical literacy tests, neither knowing the Bible’s stories, nor grasping how 

the grand story of the Bible fits together. Fewer than one in 10 of them have 

received any training from their churches in how to read and/or study the 

Bible effectively. If these cream-of-the-crop kids are in that situation, where 

are the folks who sit in our pews?

Psalm 78:5-7 reads, “He established a testimony in Jacob and set up a law in 

Israel, which He commanded our fathers to teach to their children, so that 

a future generation – children yet to be born – might know. They were to 

rise and tell their children, so that they might put their confidence in God 

and not forget God’s works, but keep His commands” (HCSB). There is no 

confidence in God, nor a life lived in light of His works and commands, apart 

from the Bible.

It is time for us to “rise and tell” the children in our generation, so that they 

might be powerfully established in, and oriented to, God’s Word. To fail to 

do so will be to hand them over to the formidable winds shaping our time in 

history. Those winds have already blown much of our grasp of the Bible down 

a dark, ever-widening hole of illiteracy. The question is, will we “rise” and do 

something about it? n

This article is adapted from the December 2010 issue of “Biblical Solutions for Transformation” 
published by LifeWay Christian Resources.
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God is awesome and has amazing power!

LifeWay Christian Resources of the Southern 

Baptist Convention has announced its 2012 Vacation 

Bible School – Amazing Wonders Aviation: Encountering 

God’s Awesome Power.

Think vintage aviation from the 1930s and 40s: biplanes 

and bomber jackets.

Children, students and adult VBS 

participants will fly to some 

of the world’s greatest 

natural wonders as 

they encounter an 

awesome God and 

His amazing power. 

They will take off 

each day from the 

Amazing Wonders 

Aviation airstrip and 

visit some of the world’s 

most beautiful and marvelous 

God-made creations: Victoria Falls, 

the Northern Lights, Paricutin 

Volcano, the Great Barrier Reef, the 

Grand Canyon and the Matterhorn.

The announcement coincided with a live online VBS 

announcement event from Nashville, Tenn., featuring Jeff 

Slaughter, creator of all things musical for LifeWay VBS; 

Jerry Wooley, LifeWay’s VBS specialist; and others who 

introduced the theme from a vintage airstrip/hangar. 

“This year we changed things up a bit,” Wooley said. “In 

the past the VBS theme has been based on one location 

or idea. This year, the theme is based on six beautiful 

God-made natural wonders. Decorating will be easy 

because each location is the site of one of the rotations:

Bible Study at Victoria Falls – Located in Africa in both 

Zambia and Zimbabwe, it is the world’s largest waterfall 

based on width and height.

Missions under the Northern Lights – This natural 

phenomenon can be seen from many places in the world, 

with gorgeous multicolored lights dancing across the 

nighttime sky.

Snacks at Paricutin Volcano – This 

volcano in Mexico is the youngest 

volcano in North America and is 

considered a natural 

wonder because 

mankind witnessed 

its “birth.”

Crafts at the Great 

Barrier Reef – Found 

off the coast of 

Australia, the GBR 

is the largest coral 

reef system on the 

planet and hosts some of the 

most amazing and beautiful sea life 

anywhere.

Recreation at the Grand Canyon – Located in 

northern Arizona, the Grand Canyon is recognized for its 

overall size and beautifully colored landscape. 

Music at the Matterhorn – Located in Switzerland, the 

Matterhorn has a four-sided pyramidal peak, with each 

side facing the four compass points – a real wonder!

“We want everyone who attends VBS to know the power 

of our awesome God,” Wooley said. “He has the power to 

create these awesome natural wonders, but He also has the 

power to make an awesome impact on our lives.

“We want them to know they can rely on God’s power to 

VBS 2012 celebrates  
God’s awesome power

By Polly House
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do whatever He wants them to do.”

VBS is one of the best evangelistic activities 

for the SBC. For 2009 (latest figures available), 

more than 25,000 churches hosted VBS. More 

than 2.8 million children, students and adults 

were enrolled and more than 88,000 people 

made professions of faith in Christ. n

Blast off with the 2012 Club VBS: SpaceQuest!
This popular VBS option is great for backyard VBS, 

Wednesday nights, Spring Break or other summer 

options. Sometimes called “VBS in a Box,” it has all you 

need for a terrific VBS for up to 50 children.

MORE
More information about 2012 VBS is 
available at LifeWay.com/VBS. The 
website will be updated frequently.



by Devin Maddox

10 Phoenix | June 2011

At a Church Planter Leadership Forum 

hosted by Ed Stetzer, vice president of 

research and ministry development, leaders 

from numerous denominations and church 

planting networks expressed a common need. 

Those who send church planters into the 

field do not have adequate tools to evaluate 

candidates seeking partnership.

“There are numerous other instruments 

available for church planting organizations to 

use,” said Ed Stetzer. “However, a statistically 

validated assessment instrument has been 

missing from this field.”

As a result, Stetzer 

and his team at LifeWay 

Research developed a tool 

called the “Church Planter 

Candidate Assessment” 

(CPCA) to aid churches 

and other church planting 

sponsors in evaluating 

strengths and weaknesses 

of candidates who desire to 

establish new churches.

According to Scott 

McConnell, director of 

LifeWay Research, most organizations rely on 

secular tools such as personality profile tests 

like Myers-Briggs or DISC to evaluate future 

church planters. 

“Church planting organizations take the 

assessment process very seriously, but they 

have lacked a statistically validated tool 

designed specifically for entrepreneurial 

church planters,” McConnell said. 

LifeWay Research used a research driven 

process to develop the CPCA. Thirty 

assessment experts were interviewed to 

identify key characteristics in church planters. 

Questions were developed and reviewed by 

additional experts in church planting. Then 

three rounds of quantitative tests among over 

500 church planters and pastors were used to 

identify the best questions.

Further analysis revealed 22 “scales” (or sets 

of 3 or more questions) that had the same 

underlying structure. Each scale was proven to 

be statistically reliable and measures a specific 

church planter characteristic. The series of 

scales provides indications of strengths and 

weaknesses that are helpful to organizations in 

the church planter assessment process. Some 

organizations will use these indications to 

decide whether or not to move forward with 

further assessment of a candidate or in guiding 

the assessment steps that follow.

The CPCA is not a “stand-alone test” for 

a candidate’s ability to succeed on the field. 

According to Stetzer, “The intention for the 

CPCA is to serve as a solid ‘initial indicator’ – 

testing for measurable characteristics found in 

successful church planters.”

Further, LifeWay Research took into account 

questions such as how success is defined when 

planting a new church, acknowledging that it 

can take years for a church plant to establish 

independence, and a self-sustaining level of 

church membership.

LifeWay develops new innovative 
church planter assessment tool

“ The intention for the 

CPCA is to serve as a 

solid ‘initial indicator’ – 

testing for measurable 

characteristics found in 

the majority of successful 

church planters.” 
– Ed Stetzer
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“LifeWay Research and other sponsoring 

organizations of this project understand that a 

variety of circumstances ultimately determine 

the planter’s ability to ‘succeed’ in a variety of 

given conditions,” Stetzer said. “Therefore, the 

tool is not intended to serve as a stand-alone, 

comprehensive assessment process.”

According to Philip Nation, director of 

ministry development at LifeWay Research, 

the CPCA consists of more than 120 

diagnostic questions that will help sending 

agencies answer the question, “Does this 

person have the characteristics that are 

indicative of success?”

Though the questions are comprehensive, 

the assessment is very easy to use, 

McConnell said. All questions are 

answered and scored online and 

immediately shared with the candidate’s 

organization. This makes the CPCA 

accessible to organizations and church-

planting candidates all over the world. 

(LifeWay.com/cpca)

Led by the North American Mission 

Board, LifeWay Research obtained 

sponsorship from a wide range of 

denominational entities interested in 

planting churches in North America 

and abroad including the Evangelical 

Free Church of America, The 

Wesleyan Church, and the Baptist 

Missionary Association of America. The 

active involvement of the sponsors and 

church planting experts as well as rigorous 

testing have led to a validated, accessible 

online assessment tool.

NAMB President Kevin Ezell said, “NAMB 

has gladly partnered with LifeWay Research 

to help study church planters and develop 

the CPCA. We believe that a better self-

understanding a planter has, the better 

engaged that planter and church can be with 

the Great Commission work of the church.” n

ONLINE
Go to LifeWay.com/cpca

CHURCH  PLANTER 
CANDIDATE ASSESSMENT
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“ They don’t want a lot 

of fluff. They want an 

in-your-face, direct, 

singular challenge.” 
– Jason Hayes

Fast paced and passionate,  
NOW wows young adults

If you know the format of the  

TED Talks, you’d have been ready 

for NOW.

LifeWay’s ThreadsMedia gave 

400-plus participants at the NOW 

young adult ministry conference 

15 dynamic speakers, each with 20 

minutes to drive home their points 

and their passion. 

“Each speaker had 20 minutes – 

no more – to engage the audience,” 

said Jason Hayes, LifeWay’s young 

adult ministry specialist who doubled 

as conference host and one of the 

speakers. He and LifeWay’s Sarah 

Edwards coordinated the April 15-16 

event.

NOW was a passion packed visual 

bash, giving the attendees everything 

from the personal testimony of a 

former drug dealer turned pastor to 

a lawyer turned CEO of an orphan-

saving nonprofit to an author of books 

about the tough sayings of Jesus that 

make Christians go “Huh?” 

The young adults in attendance 

defied the statistic that says 70 percent 

of young adults ages 23-30 stopped 

attending church regularly for at least 

a year between ages 18-22.* 

They not only go to church, but 

also go to Bible studies, Christian 

campus groups and out into their 

communities. These are the 

20-somethings who celebrate their 

love relationship with Christ and 

their willingness to go anywhere and 

do anything He asks of them. 

Unlike conferences where speakers 

may have up to an hour or more to 

tell their stories or make their points, 

the speakers/communicators at NOW 

had to get to the point, make the 

point and quit.

“This format is something that we 

thought would be embraced by young 

adults,” Hayes said. “They don’t want 

a lot of fluff. They want an in-your-

face, direct, singular challenge. We 

designed NOW to do just that.”

Speakers came from across the 

country and brought Christ-centered 

messages that went straight for the 

heart. 

Speakers included: 

Jon Acuff, author of “Quitter,” 

“Gazelles, Baby Steps And 37 Other 

Things Dave Ramsey Taught Me 

About Debt” and “Stuff Christians 

Like” blog and a member of the Dave 

by Polly House

Jon AcuffPhotography by James Yates Robby Gallaty



SBC | Facts and Trends     13

Ramsey team in Franklin, Tenn.

Ben Arment, founder of STORY 

in Chicago, the Whiteboard Sessions 

and Dream Year, a 12-month 

process to help people achieve their 

God-given dreams; former innovation 

director for Catalyst and author of 

“Church in the Making: What Makes 

or Breaks a New Church Before it 

Starts.”

Jeremy Cowart, celebrity 

photographer from Nashville, 

Tenn., and founder of Help-

Portrait, a worldwide movement 

of photographers using their time, 

equipment and expertise to give back 

to those less fortunate.

John Croyle, founder of Big Oak 

Ranch for children in Springville, 

Ala., and former University of 

Alabama National Championship 

defensive end.

Mike Glenn, senior pastor of 

Brentwood Baptist Church in 

Brentwood, Tenn., speaker and 

author of “In Real Time: Young Adult 

Ministry As It Happens,” the story of 

BBC’s Tuesday night Kairos ministry 

to young adults.

Robby Gallaty, pastor of Brainerd 

Baptist Church in Chattanooga, 

Tenn., who was radically saved by 

the Lord from a drug and alcohol 

addiction eight years ago.

Jen Hatmaker, speaker at retreats, 

conferences and seminars for 

women from all denominations and 

backgrounds and author of eight 

books and Bible studies, including 

“Interrupted” and “A Modern Girl’s 

Guide to Bible Study” series.

Jason Hayes, speaker, author, 

strategist and ministry specialist 

for Threads, LifeWay’s young adult 

initiative; author of “Blemished,” 

“Follow Me” and co-author of “Lost 

and Found.”

Tami Heim, brand development 

partner in The A Group, a tech, 

marketing, media and consulting 

firm in Brentwood, Tenn.; formerly 

executive vice president and chief 

publishing officer at Thomas Nelson 

Publishers and formerly president of 

Borders, Inc.

Michael Kelley, Bible study editor 

at LifeWay and author of “The Tough 

Sayings of Jesus,” “The Tough Sayings 

of Jesus II” and “Holy Vocabulary.”

Aaron Keyes, worship pastor at 

Grace Fellowship Church (outside 

Atlanta) for the past seven years.

Joe Knittig, CEO of the Global 

Orphan Project, a ministry of 45 

gospel-centered children’s villages 

in 14 countries, with more in the 

pipeline.

Scott McDaniel, vice president 

of creative services for Sony Music 

Ben Arment Ed Stetzer
Michael Kelley
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After the busy weekend of 

hosting the Threads NOW 

event April 15-16, event host Jason 

Hayes, LifeWay’s young adult ministry 

specialist and a strategic leader of 

the NOW Conference, made time to 

answer some post-event questions:

What is the main thing you hope 

people walked away with from 

NOW?

Our prayer is that young adults 

walked away empowered and 

equipped to serve God in this season 

of their life by maximizing the unique 

gifts and experiences that God has 

entrusted them with.

You had quite a variety of  

communicators on the platform – 

preachers, photographers,  

nonprofit heads, authors, etc.  

Why were these particular indi-

viduals chosen?

Our goal in providing such a diverse 

line-up of speakers was to encourage 

attendees that God desires to use 

them in whatever context they may 

be – whether that means they’re a 

missionary, a pastor, a school teacher, 

musician or whatever else.

Getting all these busy people 

together on one weekend must 

have been quite a feat. They ap-

parently had a lot of buy-in of the 

event. Why did they carve time 

out of their lives to participate?

We are very grateful for the 

participation of all our speakers. They 

were all fantastic. It was very obvious 

that each of them was passionate 

about the Lord, the concept of the 

conference and this young adult 

generation. I believe that’s why they 

were all willing to participate.

The audience – a good mix of col-

lege students, young adults, col-

legiate ministry leaders and other 

young adult leaders – seemed to 

respond with a lot of passion to 

these speakers. Any predictions 

of what they might do now?

Our hope is that these young adults, 

whether college students or young 

professionals, will move forward in 

confident obedience towards a life of 

total commitment to Jesus.

What are some of the things  

coming up next for Threads?

As for Threads, we’ll continue our 

efforts to connect this generation to 

God and the church. In doing, this 

we’ll seize every opportunity possible 

to speak into the lives of young adults 

and partner with those who are 

hoping to do the same.

in Nashville, Tenn., who leads a 

creative team, overseeing artist 

imaging and all operations related 

to print and video creation.

Matt Mooney, founder of 99 

Balloons, a nonprofit organization 

that works with special needs 

children, families and orphans on a 

local and international scale.

Ed Stetzer, LifeWay’s vice 

president of research and ministry 

development and LifeWay’s 

missiologist in residence; 

contributing editor for Christianity 

Today and columnist for Outreach 

Magazine and Catalyst Monthly.

Pete Wilson, founding pastor of 

Cross Point Community Church 

in Nashville, Tenn., an eight-

year-old church that reaches more 

than 4,000 people each weekend 

through its four campuses located 

around the metro Nashville area.

In addition to the speakers, young 

missionaries from the International 

Mission Board and North 

American Mission Board were 

there to spotlight the opportunities 

available for young adults to go 

minister to a hurting world. A 

number of other ministries also 

were present as exhibitors. n

The next Threads-sponsored event will 
be Collegiate Week at LifeWay Glorieta 
Conference Center near Santa Fe, N.M. 
Nearly 2,000 college students are expected. 
Go to ThreadsMedia.com for more 
information.

 
*LifeWay Research

Q&A with Jason Hayes

Jason Hayes
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LifeWay Store customers  
donate Bibles  
to wounded troops 

Miles from home, in a military 

hospital bed in Germany, a 

wounded and recovering U.S. soldier 

wakes as someone enter the room.

“Here’s that Bible you asked for, 

Sergeant,” said the voice. As he takes 

the Bible from the chaplain’s hands 

and turns the pages, the young soldier 

begins to read, “Do not fear, for I am 

with you; do not be afraid, for I am 

your God. I will strengthen you; I will 

help you; I will hold on to you with 

My righteous right hand” (Isa. 41:10; 

HCSB)

Thanks to generous LifeWay 

Christian Stores customers across the 

country, God’s Word is bringing hope 

and comfort to our nation’s military 

men and women injured while serving 

in forward-deployed areas overseas.

Since October 2010, more than 

2,000 Bibles have been donated and 

deployed to wounded and recovering 

troops in a U.S. military hospital in 

Germany through an outreach started 

by a LifeWay Christian Store manager 

with a heart for the military.

Scott Reed, manager of the 

Conyers, Ga., LifeWay Christian 

Store and veteran of Operation 

Desert Storm, coordinated with Keith 

Travis, director of the chaplaincy and 

evangelism program at the North 

American Mission Board (NAMB) 

to connect his store with an overseas 

chaplain in need of resources that 

store customers could donate. Travis 

put Reed in contact with Air Force 

chaplain Captain Bradford Phillips, 

an active duty chaplain assigned 

to the Wounded Warrior Ministry 

Center at Landstuhl Regional 

Medical Center near Ramstein, 

Germany.

“We can’t keep enough nice Bibles 

here,” Phillips said, adding that men 

and women often leave for Landstuhl 

quickly or unexpectedly and don’t 

have a chance to pack their Bibles if 

they do have one. “[Bibles] are always 

needed. When we get to the floors, we 

always ask each warrior if they need 

a Bible and a devotional – at least 

50 percent of the time, the answer is 

‘yes.’”

Recognizing this unique 

opportunity to provide God’s Word 

to potentially hundreds of wounded 

U.S. troops, Reed set out to send 200 

Bibles to Phillips. His vision quickly 

caught hold after employees began 

to ask customers at checkout if they 

would like to partner with the store 

by donating a Bible to a wounded 

warrior. Customers responded 

enthusiastically.

What started as a couple hundred 

Bibles turned into thousands and 

thousands,” said Reed.

Now, a total of eight LifeWay 

Christian Stores, some from as far 

away as Texas, are sending Bibles 

to the Conyers, Ga., store where 

employees gather them on a pallet. 

Bible donations are then sent along 

with “We Care” packages provided by 

First Baptist Church, Conyers.

“The Bibles are flowing in and are 

used well,” said Phillips. “Thank you 

for this tremendous gift. It has blessed 

our warriors immensely – they are so 

appreciative!”

This is not the first military 

outreach Reed initiated. Since 2007, 

Reed has been working to provide 

service members biblical solutions to 

grow in their faith.

Over the past four years Reed’s store 

has partnered with NAMB and the 

Army’s Chief of Chaplain’s office at 

the Pentagon to provide chaplains 

and troops with donated Bibles, 

Sunday School materials, Christian 

books, magazines and CDs. n
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