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Huddle up with the best.
 Joe Gibbs has won the Super Bowl three times without taking a single 

hit. He’s won NASCAR championships but never left the pit. How did he 

do it? By fi nding the people who could make it happen for him. And he’s 

doing the same for the men in your church. He’s assembled experts in 

areas of life that most men believe are critically important, like salvation, 

fi nances, and sin & addiction. It’s a virtual dream team that can help your 

men create an ideal game plan for their lives (and help grow your men’s 

ministry). Visit www.lifeway.com/gameplan to get more information and 

a free sample of the study. You can also order it online, call 800.458.2772, 

or visit the LifeWay Christian Store serving you.

DO THE MEN IN YOUR CHURCH
NEED A LIFE COACH?

w w w . l i f e w a y . c o m / g a m e p l a n

Huddle up with the best.
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From My Perspective

Prayer and healthy 
churches
On Dec. 27, 2010, one of my favorite people in the world went to be with the Lord. 

Mrs. Nell Bruce had anticipated this homecoming almost all of her 90 years. 

Her relationship with her Lord was close and vibrant because she had conversations 

with Him on an ongoing basis.  

Nell Bruce was an incredible woman of prayer.

I am honored and humbled that she chose to intercede in prayer on my behalf for 

the last 16 years of her life. I know that my life and ministry were incredibly blessed 

and protected because she spoke to the Father on my behalf.

“It’s really that simple”
Mrs. Nell followed my writings and interest in the health of American churches. 

One day she pulled me aside and spoke in her usual blunt but loving way. 

“Brother Thom, I know you have a keen interest in how churches can be 

healthy,” she said. “Let me tell you straightforward what the answer is. God’s 

people have to pray more. If we pray, God hears and answers. If we pray, 

He opens the door for people to hear about Jesus. If we pray, we don’t 

have the time or the desire to fight and feud.”

She paused for a moment and then spoke again with that 

twinkle in her eye: “You know, it’s really that simple.”

The early church and prayer
The first description of the early church takes place in the 

latter part of the second chapter of Acts. After the writer, 

Luke, tells us that about 3,000 people were saved, baptized 

and added to the church, he gives this glimpse of their 

church and spiritual life: “And they devoted themselves 

to the apostles’ teaching, to fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread, and to prayers” (Acts 2:42; HCSB).

It seems like in many of our churches, we neglect that 

last important descriptor of the early church. They were 

devoting themselves to be people of prayer. As the followers  

 

Thom S. Rainer, president and CEO, LifeWay Christian Resources



In His service,

Facts and Trends    5

of Christ had waited in an upper room devoting themselves to prayer (Acts 1:13-14), so the church 

at Pentecost focused on the priority of prayer.

Prayer and the corporate church
A straightforward reading of the prayer life of the early church reveals at least two principles. 

First, the prayer mentioned was corporate prayer. Simply stated, the congregation came together 

to pray. While personal and private prayer is vital, the early church also made certain that prayer 

defined what they did when they came together.

Second, there is no clear description or prescription on exactly what corporate prayer looked like 

in the church. The biblical texts simply say that the church devoted themselves to prayers. There 

are no explicit instructions on how they prayed – just that they prayed.

Somewhere to begin
When I served as a pastor of four different churches, I don’t think I ever led the churches well to 

be a body of powerful corporate prayer. Most of the churches I served had a prayer meeting that 

was more perfunctory than powerful. And the worship services placed little emphasis on times of 

corporate prayer.

I was negligent at best and disobedient at worst. The Bible may not have explicit instructions on 

how the church is to come together to pray, but it does clearly describe that prayer was an integral 

part of the church’s worship and ministry.

I have labored for more than a quarter of a century to understand why some churches are 

healthy and others are not. Perhaps I have overlooked one of the basic teachings of the early 

church: the people came together to pray.

Mrs. Nell was right. “If we pray, God hears and answers. If we pray, He opens the door for people 

to hear about Jesus. If we pray, we don’t have the time or the desire to fight and feud.”

Healthy churches are praying churches.

It’s really that simple.
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Pastors question Millennials’ 
commitment to Christian faith

by Brooklyn Lowery

An October 2010 study conducted 

by LifeWay Research reveals that 

Protestant pastors have some concerns when 

it comes to the emerging generation of young 

adults and their commitment to the Christian 

faith.

Eighty-two percent of Protestant pastors 

agree (55 percent strongly) with the statement, 

“I am concerned that the emerging generation 

of children, teens and young adults is not 

embracing the Christian faith to the same 

degree as their parents.”

In addition, many pastors – 65 percent 

according to a November 2009 study by 

LifeWay Research – admit they are concerned 

about the future of churches with the 

Millennial generation in leadership.

The November 2009 study also showed that 

while more than three-quarters of pastors 

admit concern about the faith of the young 

adult generation, less than half of pastors agree 

strongly or somewhat agree that their churches 

have an intentional strategy for reaching 

20-somethings. In addition, two-thirds 

of pastors (65 percent) agree strongly or 

somewhat agree that their churches have 

“difficulty keeping 20-somethings.”

“There is nothing embarrassing about 

struggling to reach the next generation,” said 

LifeWay President Thom Rainer, coauthor of 

the book “The Millennials: Connecting to 

America’s Largest Generation.” 

“The shame is among those churches that 

don’t intend to try,” he said. 

Rainer’s latest book, coauthored with his 

20-something son, Jess, gives insight into 

the generation born between 1980 and 

2000, numerically the largest generation in 

American history.

Perhaps not surprisingly, younger pastors, 

those ages 18-44, are slightly less likely, at 

60 percent, to agree (strongly or somewhat) 

that their churches have difficulty keeping 

20-somethings – 69 percent of those ages 

45-54 agree their church has difficulty.

It isn’t that Millennials are utterly 

unreachable, Rainer pointed out, it’s that 

churches must find ways to approach them 

that appeal to the character traits of the 

generation. Discovering their character traits 

is not a difficult endeavor as they appear to be 

a bold and outspoken generation.

For instance, members of this generation are 

“eager” to attend churches that are “ready to 

make a difference and radically get into the 

community and radically reach the nations,” 

Rainer explained during a podcast about “The 

Millennials.” 

In addition, the November 2009 LifeWay 

Research study revealed that pastors have 

noticed 20-somethings’ responsiveness to 

in-depth Bible teaching. In fact, 68 percent 

agree (36 percent strongly) with the statement: 

“It seems that the 20-somethings in our 

church respond well to deep biblical preaching 

and teaching.”

Pastors who are themselves between the 

ages of 18 and 44 are more likely to agree 

strongly or somewhat (at 75 percent) that 

20-somethings respond to “deep biblical 
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Eighty-two percent of Protestant pastors agree 

(55 percent strongly) with the  

statement, “I am concerned that the  

emerging generation of children, teens and 

young adults is not embracing the Christian faith 

to the same degree as their parents.”

82%

preaching and teaching,” as compared to 64 percent 

of pastors aged 45-54, and 68 percent of those who 

are 55-64. 

Some other demographic factors also reveal 

differences in response: Generally, pastors who 

consider themselves to be evangelical (as opposed 

to mainline) are more likely to be concerned about 

the faith of the emerging generation, but they are 

also more likely to agree that their churches have 

intentional strategies for reaching young adults.

Even so, self-identified evangelical pastors are 

also more likely – at 73 percent compared to 53 

percent of mainline pastors – to agree strongly or 

somewhat that they are concerned about the future 

of the nation with the Millennial generation in 

leadership.

 “The sheer size of the Millennials, of course, 

is sufficient reason to know as much about this 

generation as possible,” wrote Rainer. He went on 

to state that some see the generation as the spoiled 

generation and others as the “panacea for most of 

our nation’s ills.” But whatever is made of the 

Millennial generation, the church is being 

called to reach them as it has been called 

to reach every generation before. n

Methodology: The LifeWay Research telephone 
surveys were conducted among 1,002 
Protestant pastors Nov. 5-12, 2009, and 
among 1,000 Protestant pastors Oct. 7-14, 
2010. Churches were selected randomly 
and each interview was conducted with 
the church’s senior pastor, minister or 
priest. Responses were weighted to reflect the 
geographic distribution of Protestant churches. 
In both studies the sample provides 95 percent 
confidence that the sampling error does not 
exceed ±3.2 percent for the total sample. Margins 
of error are higher in subgroups.
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Football, NASCAR champion helps 
guys develop a ‘Game Plan for Life’

Men want to win. They want victory in 

their lives, marriages and relationship 

with God. They want success in their finances 

and freedom from sin and addiction. They 

want to understand God’s Word and abide by 

the timeless truths contained therein. 

Joe Gibbs, a three-time Super Bowl 

champion coach and owner of a three-time 

NASCAR champion team, relates to the 

innate desire in men to win. Gibbs recently 

teamed with LifeWay to offer “Game Plan for 

Life: Your Personal Playbook for Success.” 

Gibbs, who coached the Washington 

Redskins for 12 seasons and led the team 

to eight playoff appearances, four NFC 

Championship titles and three Super Bowl 

titles, lives in Charlotte, N.C. He recently was 

named 2010 Person of the Year in NASCAR 

Illustrated magazine, reflecting the respect he 

has earned on and off the racetrack.

“What men want to know, everywhere I go, 

is how they can succeed too,” Gibbs writes 

in the book. “And they’re not just talking 

about becoming rich and famous or winning 

trophies. They want to be happy. They want 

to be good husbands and fathers, good people. 

They want to find true success and relevance 

in their lives.” 

Gibbs has been in the company of other 

men his entire life and is well equipped 

to speak on the issues they face. He had 

a brother. He has played sports from the 

moment he could walk. He and his wife, Pat, 

have two sons. Gibbs owns a NASCAR team.

“I know men,” he writes. “Life’s not easy for 

them these days. Wherever I go – on business 

or for speaking engagements, sporting events 

or whatever – I run into guys who all seem to 

have the same questions and challenges. I can 

relate to these men because I’ve faced many of 

the same issues in my own life.” 

Regular guy
Despite sporting multiple Super Bowl rings 

and three NASCAR championships, Gibbs 

describes himself as an average Joe. 

“Forget what you might have seen or read in 

the media, or anything else you might have 

heard; I’m not that different from you,” he 

explained. “Here’s why. Maybe I’ve got a nice 

resume and have created some really special 

memories, but the best – and hardest – lessons 

I’ve learned in my life have come from failures, 

my own shortcomings and buying into some 

of the biggest myths our modern society has 

to tell.”

If “Game Plan for Life” and its 

accompanying resources can help men avoid 

some of the mistakes he has made, Gibbs said, 

“I’ll consider it a success.”

In preparation for writing “Game Plan for 

Life” Gibbs hired a research firm to survey a 

cross-section of American men to find out the 

top issues they face. The survey also gathered 

information on subjects men want to know 

more about in their search for success.

Gibbs said the survey was necessary to 

confirm his notions of what men are interested 

in. He also initiated the survey to uncover 

by Kelly Shrout

10 Spring 2011
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Redskins practice in 2005, photo by dbking

“ What men  
want to know, 
everywhere  
I go, is how  
they can  
succeed too.” 

– Joe Gibbs

Joe Gibbs with Super Bowl banners
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other topics concerning men that he had 

not considered. Ultimately, Gibbs wanted to 

gain insight into how men viewed spiritual 

concepts so he could communicate clearly 

about God and His ultimate game plan for life. 

In 2008, a third-party research firm in 

Washington surveyed 700 randomly selected 

men, asking 97 questions about key life 

issues. One-third of the men were completely 

nonreligious, one-third had some religion in 

their lives and one-third were interested in 

growing spiritually. The respondents included 

100 pastors, priests and elders, selected 

randomly from national church lists.   

The sampling was broad enough to confirm 

11 key issues, and “Game Plan for Life” 

provides an honest look at those issues. 

Gibbs and his ministry team then identified 

11 scholars to help address those issues and 

write part of the corresponding chapters. 

The 11 issues discussed in the book are: the 

Bible, God, creation, salvation, sin/addiction, 

finances, relationships, vocation, health, 

purpose and heaven.

What Game Plan offers 
In July 2010, LifeWay released Vol. 1 of the 

“Game Plan for Life” group edition. The kit 

includes resources for a six-session group Bible 

study.

Image from “Game Plan for Life” video
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If you want to get guys into Bible study, don’t get all 

touchy-feely. Guys don’t like that. They like guy  

      stuff … like football and fast cars. 

Stephen Howard from Riverbluff Church in North 

Charleston, S.C., gets that. 

He led a class for 15 men through “Game Plan for Life” 

by Joe Gibbs, Super Bowl-winning coach and NASCAR 

owner.

The guys knew and respected Gibbs, so they were willing 

to join in. 

Howard said every element of the study spoke to most of 

the men in his church.

“Each one enjoyed the talk by Joe Gibbs, and they also 

liked the experts and their take on each element,” Howard 

said. “We also enjoyed the shorter video time to provide a 

deeper small group discussion time.”

The “Game Plan for Life” study provided a great avenue 

to get men talking about some of the challenges that men 

deal with every day, Howard added.  

“The connection of football and NASCAR grabs men’s 

interest and makes them feel relaxed and comfortable 

enough to talk about elements that they face every day,” he 

said.

Howard also said small-group Bible studies like “Game 

Plan for Life” encourage stronger men’s ministries. 

“I believe that men’s ministry is important to help good 

men be better men,” he said. “We need to stand together 

and battle together. Men’s ministry leads to a strong 

spiritual family. It also helps them find accountability 

partners and develop a group of men they can rely on to 

help them through the hard times.”

Riverbluff Pastor Curt Bradford agreed. “[Game Plan 

for Life] is a great discipling idea. It brings together great 

Christian minds using sports to present Christian truth to 

guys.” n

Football and NASCAR captured men’s imagination, led to Bible study

Joe Gibbs and family with Tony Stewart  
and 2002 NASCAR Championship trophy.
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The resource features Gibbs’ “Game Plan for 

Life” hardcover trade book, a group member 

book, DVD and CD-ROM.

The member book offers leader notes, 

group video, team training (group study) and 

individual training (personal Bible study).

The DVD provides 

six teaching segments 

with Gibbs and host 

Derwin Gray, a former 

NFL player and lead 

pastor of Transformation 

Church in Fort Mill, 

S.C. The CD-ROM 

offers leader notes and an 

administrative guide.

The kit was designed 

for laymen to lead each 

other.

“The purpose of this 

resource is to call men 

to deeper, spiritual ways,” said Phil Davis, a 

marketing strategist for LifeWay. 

In this first volume, men focus on the first 

six issues that surfaced from the survey. The 

topics of the Bible, God, creation, salvation, 

sin/addiction and finances comprise the small-

group study. 

Assistant coaches
Gibbs calls on other experts to help lead the 

DVD discussions. Men learn finances from 

Ron Blue. Ken Boa leads a session on the 

doctrine of God. John Lennox helps teach the 

section on creation. Josh McDowell discusses 

how the Bible is the ultimate playbook. Ravi 

Zacharias teaches on sin and addiction. 

Finally, Chuck Colson delivers the discussion 

on the doctrine of salvation.

“Gibbs has assembled experts – ‘assistant 

coaches’ as he calls them – to help explain the 

issues more clearly,” Davis said. “The experts 

communicate in a down-to-earth way that we 

can relate to and understand.”

Vol. 2 of “Game Plan for Life” releases in 

July 2011 and will focus on the remaining 

five issues that surfaced from the survey: 

relationships, vocation, health, purpose and 

heaven.

The “Game Plan for Life” resource is one in 

a lineup that LifeWay will release in upcoming 

years that focus on godly masculinity. n

 “Game Plan for Life” is available at LifeWay.com. Visit 
LifeWay.com/GamePlan to learn more about Joe Gibbs 
Racing and his ministry to men.

11 key issues from book:
•	 The Bible
•	 God
•	 Creation
•	 Salvation
•	 Sin/Addiction
•	 Finances
•	 Relationships
•	 Vocation
•	 Health
•	 Purpose
•	 Heaven
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You can ask people on Sunday how things are going in 

your church, but are they going to tell you the whole 

truth? Empower them to respond candidly through the 
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This online survey not only gives you genuine feedback 

from the pews, it provides a clear view of the perceived 
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VBS Preview gives 
leaders a Big Apple 
Adventure head start

Andrew and Proof 

Two special missionary 

guests from New York who 

are featured in the VBS Missions 

Rotation Overview video surprised 

Preview participants in Nashville. 

Andrew Mann and his dog, Proof, 

were there to meet the people and 

answer questions about their work at 

Graffiti Community Ministries in the 

South Bronx.

Mann serves as pastor of Graffiti 2 

church and leads a team of staff and 

volunteers in ministering to children 

and teenagers in the community. 

“About 85 percent of the kids who 

come to our ministry center and 

church were born into poverty,” he 

said. “This section of the Bronx is the 

lowest income area of the city. There 

aren’t a lot of resources available to 

the kids.”

One resource that the ministry 

offers is after-school tutoring. 

“We have about 50 kids who come 

to the center after school,” Mann 

said. “We have volunteers who come 

in to help with homework. Plus, the 

6th-12th grade students help tutor 

the 1st-5th graders. We also have a 

program called Parents Rock. We see 

the parents as the foundation of what 

we do with the kids. In order for the 

kids to be allowed to be involved, the 

parents have to volunteer one day a 

week at the center.”

Having a certified assistance and 

professional therapy dog involved in 

the ministry may not be as far-fetched 

as it sounds. Proof provides a 

source of unconditional love for the 

children. She listens to them as they 

practice reading and doesn’t judge. 

Mann calls Proof “the first 

missionary dog.” He said while he 

doesn’t have absolute hard evidence 

that there has never been another 

one, he has never been corrected 

when he has said that. 

“Proof, of course, is only one part of 

the ministry, but she is an important 

part,” Mann said. “Kids all over the 

neighborhood know her.” n

Churches from all over the world will be heading to New York this 

summer. 

LifeWay’s Big Apple Adventure Vacation Bible School will let kids 

explore what has been called the greatest city on the planet while 

they learn to step out in faith and 

connect with Jesus and share the 

message of Christ with the world. 

“People who have attended the 

VBS Preview events here at LifeWay 

and the ones we hosted at LifeWay 

Ridgecrest Conference Center and 

in Texas are so pumped about this 

year’s theme,” said Jerry Wooley, 

LifeWay’s VBS specialist. “It’s been 

fun to see the enthusiasm for the 

New York setting.

“What thrills me the most, 

though, is how excited they are 

about teaching the children, teens 

and adults about Jesus,” he added. “I 

think this VBS is probably the most 

evangelistic that I ever remember. 

I pray that we will have more VBS 

participants learning about Him and 

receiving Him as their Savior than 

in any year past.”

Preview attendees were given the 

opportunity to attend dozens of 

breakout sessions on doing crafts, 

refreshments, decorating, age-group 

teaching, organizing and follow-up. 

They also were able to learn music 

and motions from the VBS music 

creator Jeff Slaughter. 

by Polly House
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The worship rally time began with 

a preview of the Big Apple Adventure 

Overview. Slaughter then took to the 

stage, along with audience volunteers, 

to teach the Big Apple Adventure 

theme song. 

While VBS is high-energy fun, it 

is also unapologetically evangelical, 

using a missions element to show 

VBS participants how missionaries 

are proclaiming God’s love to people 

around the world.

“VBS has historically been seen as 

the number one evangelistic tool for 

churches in the SBC,” Wooley said. 

“For years, the number of professions 

of faith that are reported from VBS 

are equal to about 25 percent of 

the number of SBC baptisms. With 

that kind of influence comes a great 

responsibility. We work every year to 

make VBS the best possible tool for 

reaching children and their families 

with the message of Jesus and how 

they can receive Him as Savior.” n

“ I think this VBS  

is probably the  

most evangelistic  

that I ever  

remember.” 
– Jerry Wooley



Even though a VBS decorating team 

may have never set foot in New York 

City, decorating for a Big Apple Adventure is 

probably a piece of cake.

“You probably already have, have had, 

or will be able to find or borrow almost 

everything you need for great decorations that 

scream New York City,” said Bruce Edwards, 

minister of education and evangelism at 

Airline Baptist Church in Bossier City, La.

“I want to encourage you to reuse and 

recycle,” Edwards said. “You don’t have to 

make decorations so sturdy that they will 

last until Jesus comes! Be ready to tear apart 

decorations you’ve used before and repurpose 

them for this year’s VBS.”

The same could be said for old prom or 

bridesmaid dresses. They could become part 

of a display representing Broadway. Add to 

this some sparkly shoes and a homemade 

top hat and you have instant glamour.

“Remember that you are decorating for 

the children, not for adults,” he emphasized. 

“Make New York the beautiful and 

wonderful place that it is.”

Skyscrapers don’t have to be 10 feet tall to 

make a decorating impact, just taller than 

the children, he added.

“To my kids in Bossier City, Shreveport 

is like New York City!” Edwards said with a 

laugh. “They have buildings 12 stories tall.”

A favorite idea was to make the hallway 

in the church like a subway tunnel. 

Registration can happen at the tollbooth. 

Colored tape can become the red line, the 

green line, etc. These lines can lead to 

different age group classrooms or activity 

areas. A few pieces of PVC pipe can become a 

turnstile. 

New York is known for its ethnic 

neighborhoods. So many decorating ideas can 

be done with things people just have in their 

homes or can save from eating out. 

Pizza boxes can be the start of Little Italy. 

The carry-out boxes from a Chinese restaurant 

can be the beginning of Chinatown. Add 

some lanterns, scarves, posters, whatever you 

have, Edwards said.

Central Park can start with a ficus tree and 

a bench.

“We adults know that ficus trees don’t grow 

in Central Park, but the children don’t,” he 

said. “And, they don’t care. Any tree is fine 

with them. Borrow some artificial grass – 

maybe from a local funeral home – and add 

trees and some flowers. You may have some 

brown paper rocks leftover from Saddle Ridge 

Ranch. The Central Park scene doesn’t have 

to be large. It can just be in a corner. It works 

for the children, though.”

Edwards said the “Decorating Made Easy” 

book, available through the LifeWay.com/

VBS site is a great resource, offering all kinds 

of ideas for decorations that are easy and 

inexpensive.

“Just look around at what you already have,” 

Edwards said. “Almost anything can be turned 

into New York.” n

by Polly House
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Reuse and recycle to make  
VBS decorating a piece of cake

VBS 2011
LifeWay’s Big Apple 
Adventure Vacation Bible 
School will let kids explore 
New York City while they 
learn to step out in faith 
and connect with Jesus and 
share the message of Christ 
with the world. 

More than 1,500 people 
from churches across the 
country – and as far away 
as South Korea – gathered 
Jan. 27-29 at LifeWay in 
Nashville, Tenn., for two 
VBS Preview events. More 
met at LifeWay Ridgecrest 
Conference Center and 
others in Fort Worth and 
Grapevine, Texas.
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Right: Natasha Varnick from First Baptist 
Church, Parsons, Tenn., helps her daughters, 
Emily and Anna, work on crafts at the Expo.
 
Below: Singers and actors from the children’s 
choir at Hilldale Baptist Church, Clarksville, 
Tenn., perform the VBS Preview’s “Evening 
on Broadway.” 

Photography by Kent Harville



For the second year in a row, a LifeWay Research 

publication has been named to the 2010 Golden 

Canon, an annual recognition from LeadershipJournal.net 

of the top-rated books for church leaders. 

“Transformational Church,” written by Ed 

Stetzer, LifeWay’s vice president of research 

and ministry development, and LifeWay 

President Thom Rainer is named as one of 

the top five books in the “Leader’s Outer 

Life” category. 

LeadershipJournal.net is part of the 

Christianity Today family of publications.

Last year, “Lost & Found,” written by 

Stetzer, Richie Stanley and Jason Hayes 

received the distinction. 

“Having our research books named 

to this great list two years in a row 

is certainly noteworthy and rare; 

we’re grateful for the recognition,” Stetzer said. “More 

than anything, however, is the affirmation that LifeWay 

Research is studying and interpreting the issues that are so 

important to the church today.”

“Transformational Church” is based on a study – one 

of the largest projects of its kind – by LifeWay Research 

from thousands of churches and multiple denominations. 

The book was released in June 2010 by B&H Publishing 

Group and is a centerpiece for LifeWay’s Transformational 

Church initiative.

“Transformational churches make disciples whose lives 

are being transformed by the gospel so that the culture 

around them is ultimately transformed,” Stetzer explained. 

“Transformational churches are deeply committed to the 

essential foundations of discipleship: worship, community 

and mission. They practice and make disciples through 

vibrant leadership, prayerful dependence and relational 

intentionality, and they do so in their context with a 

missionary mindset.”

Rainer added that LifeWay’s Transformational Church 

initiative is designed to accentuate what God is doing in 

local churches. “Our research has shown 

us that positive change is taking place 

and we want to share this encouraging 

data with churches at all levels of 

effectiveness,” he said. 

“Transformational Church” spotlights 

three reasons the church in American 

has, in many respects, lost hope: lack 

of focus, opposition from without and 

dissension from within. 

But the book reveals that many churches 

are passionate about the gospel and 

thriving as a result.

“The most important message is 

that churches are being transformed, and they are 

actively engaged in the transformation of people and 

communities,” said Rainer. “We’ve often highlighted the 

negative realities of the declining church in America, but 

we should not miss the opportunity to magnify the God of 

hope and transformation.” 

Rainer said, “Ed and I are grateful that 

LeadershipJournal.net has chosen ‘Transformational 

Church’ as one of the books on its Golden Canon list. 

Our hope and prayer is that as churches take in the 

information, they will be able to look at their own 

situations objectively. We want to see them move from 

where they are now to a place where transformation of 

their people and programs happens consistently.”

More information about “Transformational Church” is 

available at TransformationalChurch.com. n

‘ Transformational Church’ named to 
LeadershipJournal.net’s Golden Canon
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LifeWay Women have for years 

reached thousands of women 

through events such as Living Proof 

Live with Beth Moore; Going Beyond 

with Priscilla Shirer; Deeper Still with 

Moore, Shirer and Kay Arthur; You 

and Your Girl with Vicki Courtney; 

and others. Now, they have gone live 

with the premier of LifeWay Women 

Live, a monthly webcast with the goal 

of “reaching women everywhere.”

LifeWay Women Live is hosted by 

Chris Adams, LifeWay’s senior lead 

women’s ministry specialist; Paige 

Greene, LifeWay’s director of women’s 

training and events; and Pam Case, 

director of LifeWay Women.

For the first webcast the hosts 

were joined by special guest authors 

Beth Moore by video, and via Skype 

Priscilla Shirer, Vicki Courtney and 

Angela Thomas. Author Angie Smith 

joined the hosts live in the studio.

Adams asked her co-hosts what they 

thought the “next big thing” in the 

LifeWay Women world would be.

“I think it’s discovering the new 

speakers that we will bring to the 

platforms,” said Case, specifically 

mentioning Houston-native Tammie 

Head, who has a new Bible study 

called “Duty or Delight.”

Greene said, “Without a doubt, 

I think it’s the launch of the new 

.MOM event in September with 

Priscilla Shirer, Vicki Courtney, 

Angela Thomas and Angie Smith. It’s 

a time to celebrate motherhood – the 

challenges, the networking and all the 

prayers. Women are so excited about 

this event.”

The .MOM (pronounced “dot 

Mom”) event was created to meet 

needs in the lives of moms of all ages.

“All of us struggle with the same 

things,” Shirer said. “There’s never 

enough time, enough money or 

enough patience.

“Children are God’s gift – I believe 

that – but at the same time every 

good gift from God requires a big 

readjustment of your life,” she said 

with a laugh.

As a mother to teenagers, Thomas 

said that in this season of her life, “I 

walk with Jesus and give to my kids 

from the overflow. I can’t give to 

them what I don’t have. We are in an 

ongoing conversation to get into their 

hearts.”

Also spotlighted on the webcast 

were new resources coming out this 

year:

• “ Jonah” and “Seed” (parts 1 and 2) 

from Priscilla Shirer

• “Brave” by Angela Thomas

•  ” I Will Carry You” by Angie Smith

• “ 5 Conversations You Must Have 

with Your Son” by Vicki Courtney

Go to LifeWay.com/
LifeWayWomenLive 
to watch the archived 
versions of the webcasts 
and to register for 
upcoming webcast 
notifications. 

LifeWay Women go live with hour-long webcast
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L-R: Chris Adams, Angie Smith, Pam Case, Paige Greene



A worship leader in a church has no less 

responsibility to the Bible than the 

preacher. He has to be, first and foremost, a 

spiritual leader, said Mike Harland, director 

of LifeWay Worship, on his monthly webinar, 

“The Choir Room.”

More than 900 people via computer joined 

the studio audience at LifeWay’s home office 

in Nashville, Tenn., for the free webinar 

session titled “Transformational Worship in 

a Transformational Church.” Harland’s guest 

for the program was Ed 

Stetzer, LifeWay’s vice 

president of research and 

ministry development.

According to Stetzer, “It is by having a 

personal, spiritual relationship with God that 

a worship leader earns the right to lead the 

congregation in worship. The congregation 

has to be taught how to sing in worship. They 

need to be taught that God is the audience for 

their worship; the congregation members are 

to be participants.”

Having a worship leader with a choir, a band 

or a worship group on the platform can lead 

the congregation to assume it is just there to 

listen to the platform group sing – that the 

congregation is the audience. The worship 

leader has a responsibility to teach the 

congregation it is part of the worship choir, 

singing to an audience of one – God.

“They [the members of the congregation] 

have to be taught this, because they may not 

understand it,” Harland said. “They need 

to participate in a sing-along with the ones 

leading worship. They have to be reminded 

that music is not the warm-up to the message.”

Harland added that while worship styles 

and professionalism will vary from church 

to church depending on size, number and 

availability of musicians, quality in worship is 

always the goal. Having excellence from the 

worship leaders won’t make 

the congregation more likely 

to sit back and listen.

“Excellence in music 

does not lead to passivity 

in worship,” Stetzer agreed. 

“Bad theology leads to 

passivity.”

Involving the online viewers, Harland and 

Stetzer answered questions submitted by 

the virtual audience. One viewer asked how 

worship leaders in small churches could deal 

with a lack of musicians/volunteers.

“First look at what and who you have,” 

Harland responded. “If there are people who 

by Polly House
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Worship leaders called to  
be spiritual leaders first
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“ Excellence in music does 

not lead to passivity in 

worship. Bad theology 

leads to passivity.” 
– Ed Stetzer



haven’t played an instrument in years, 

encourage them to take it back up. It’s 

amazing the great community that 

can be built when people are making 

the effort together. The congregation 

will love that they are trying, too.

“Something else you can do is to 

take them to see how other churches 

do worship,” he said. In addition, 

Harland suggested using tools like 

LifeWayWorship.com – an online 

resource for congregation worship.

Harland said that sadly, some 

churches are experiencing a lack of 

worship involvement because they 

gave up doing children’s choir and 

youth choir in years past. 

“You can’t expect them to just jump 

into worship leadership and adult 

choir when they haven’t had any 

experience [with a music program],” 

he said.

Harland said that LifeWayWorship 

has created resources to help pastors 

of small churches – often the only 

staff members – who may not feel 

comfortable taking the lead in 

worship planning. 

“He can use some of our resources 

and have all the instruments he 

needs,” Harland said. “He can choose 

songs that will go along with the 

sermon Scripture. There’s a lot of help 

available. If you don’t have a choir 

room at your church, we want to be 

your choir room.” n

020411-FCS-HoW-HALF.indd   1 2/4/11   4:24:35 PM

MORE
Go to Vimeo.
com/16091441 to 
watch a video of 
“The Choir Room.” 
Visit LifeWay.com/
TheChoirRoom for 
more information.



Going from a teenager to a young 

adult is a hard journey.

But Baptist Collegiate Ministries can 

offer students a safe place to transition 

from student Christian to adult Christian.

BCM Director Joann Scaife knows 

guiding young adults into the world of 

adult ministry sometimes means taking 

them out of their comfort zones and letting 

them see a world different from their own.

Scaife took four BCMers from her 

campuses – Tennessee State and Fisk 

universities in Nashville, Tenn. – to New 

York to experience missions in the big 

city last October. They ministered and 

worshipped on the campus of New York 

University and in Graffiti Community 

Ministries.

It was a first mission trip for TSU junior 

Juels Evans, a communications major from 

Illinois.

“It was amazing,” he said. “I had the 

opportunity not only to meet Christian 

students from other campuses, but also to 

experience worship at Graffiti Church with 

Pastor Taylor Fields.”

CURES mission lab
The trip was part of a mission action of 

CURES (Committee for Underreached 

Ethnic Students), a mission lab experience 

coordinated by LifeWay’s collegiate 

ministry area.

“The CURES Mission Lab was designed 
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BCM director helps students 
transition into adult life

by Polly House

Joann Scaife 
Photo by Kent Harville
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to equip and mobilize college students 

to intentionally reach their campuses,” 

said Linda Osborne, LifeWay’s director 

of young adult ministry, adding that 

mobilizing ethnic Christian students 

on college campuses is crucial for 

reflecting and fulfilling the Great 

Commission.

“For several of these students, 

this was their first mission trip 

experience,” Scaife said, adding that 

black churches tend to be less likely 

to do mission trips away from their 

own areas. “Getting the students away 

from the distractions of school, jobs 

and all the things that go with being 

a student allowed them to really open 

up to letting God use them.”

Scaife, an African-American 

woman herself, is committed to 

providing ministry and enrichment 

opportunities for her own students, 

as well as African-American students 

around the country.

Living Single in Faith
Besides serving as BCM director on 

the two Nashville campuses, Scaife is 

the founder of Living Single in Faith, 

a conference that meets during the 

Easter weekend at LifeWay Ridgecrest 

Conference Center. While the 

event is designed for urban/African-

American students, Scaife insists 

that singles of all ethnicities are 

encouraged to attend.

“Living Single in Faith is a Friday 

evening through Sunday lunch event 

over Easter weekend that celebrates 

the gift of living a single life with 

purity and faith,” Scaife explained. 

“We bring in speakers who have the 

life experience that the young adults 

can respect. The speakers spend time 

talking with the attendees, not only 

in the conference time but also in 

casual times. They [the students and 

young adults] can ask them anything 

and the speakers are straight with 

them.”

Scaife admits she is shameless 

when it comes to ministry with her 

students and for singles in general.

“I know how important it is for my 

students to understand they can go 

against what culture and society says 

about sexual purity and the strength 

of a firm faith in Christ,” she said. “I 

will do anything I can to get them 

involved in activities and relationships 

that are strong and healthy.”

John Moore, LifeWay’s director 

of collegiate ministry, agreed that 

providing college students and young 

adults with positive role models is 

important.

“Too many students come from 

hard backgrounds,” he said. “They 

may not have had the blessing of 

a stable family life or a supportive 

church family. The Baptist Collegiate 

Ministries on our campuses can offer 

opportunities to interact with Christ-

centered healthy churches, individuals 

and families.

“Joann is a good example of our 

wonderful BCM leaders across the 

country who are doing great jobs in 

getting our students prepared for life 

as strong, committed Christians.” n

MORE
Go to LivingSingleInFaith.com for more 
information on this year’s April 22-24 event. 
Go to youtube.com/watch?v=9I9fo1pyS7Y  
                              to see a video from the  
                              New York trip.

“ I know how important 

it is for my students to 

understand they can go 

against what culture 

and society says about 

sexual purity and the 

strength of a firm faith 

in Christ.” 
– Joann Scaife
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LifeWay President Thom Rainer 

was honored as the recipient of 

the 2010 Donald A. McGavran award 

for outstanding leadership in church 

growth from the Great Commission 

Research Network (GCRN).

The annual meeting of the GCRN 

was held at Indiana Wesleyan 

University and hosted about 140 

Christian writers, researchers, 

professors, practitioners, and students 

whose purpose is to study church 

growth trends and issues and identify 

effective evangelistic methods.

Conferring this award on Rainer 

is recognition of a significant voice 

and leader in the church growth 

movement, said Bob Whitesel, current 

president of the GCRN and professor 

of Christian ministry and missional 

leadership at Wesley Seminary in 

Marion, Ind.

“As we considered this year’s award 

it became clear that only one person 

deserved to be named, and that was 

Thom Rainer,” he said. “Thom’s 

research and writings have been and 

continue to be key resources to those 

who care about church health and 

growth. This award is long overdue to 

one who truly deserves it.”

The award is named after Donald 

A. McGavran, founding dean of the 

School of World Missions at Fuller 

Theological Seminary in Pasadena, 

Calif. His seminal books “Bridges 

of God” (1955) and 

“Understanding 

Church Growth” (1970) 

pioneered scholastic 

projects on church 

growth and launched 

the movement under 

the same name.

“I’m grateful to 

receive this award 

for many reasons,” 

Rainer said, “not the least of which is 

because of the name it bears. Donald 

McGavran insisted that churches 

focus on ‘effective evangelism,’ a term 

that is synonymous with conversion 

growth. I have no doubt that if he 

were alive today, he would be deeply 

concerned that most American 

church growth is transfer growth.”

Rainer became LifeWay’s ninth 

president in 2005. Prior to coming 

to LifeWay, he was the founding 

dean of The Billy Graham School 

of Missions, Evangelism and Church 

Growth and professor of evangelism 

and church growth at The Southern 

Baptist Theological Seminary in 

Louisville, Ky.

Gary McIntosh, professor of 

Christian ministry and leadership 

at Biola University’s Talbot School 

of Theology, introduced Rainer 

and reminded the GCRN audience 

that Rainer’s body of work deserves 

to be recognized not only for its 

importance, but also its influence.

Rainer’s catalogue of books includes: 

“The Book of Church Growth” 

(B&H, 1993), “Effective Evangelistic 

Churches” (B&H, 1996), “Surprising 

Insights from the Unchurched” 

(Zondervan, 2001), “The Unchurched 

Next Door” (Zondervan, 2003), 

“Breakout Churches” (Zondervan, 

2005), “Simple Church” (B&H, 2006), 

“Essential Church” (B&H, 2008), and 

“Transformational Church” (B&H, 

2010).

Rainer summed up his acceptance 

of the award by noting its intrigue 

throughout his professional career.

“Many years ago I remember 

thinking that if I ever received 

the McGavran award it would be 

a significant life achievement as 

a church growth researcher and 

practitioner,” he said. “I am humbled 

and grateful to be selected as this 

year’s recipient.” n

by Micah Carter

LifeWay President Thom Rainer, right, accepts the Donald 
A. McGavran award from Bob Whitesel, president of the 
Great Commission Research Network.
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Rainer named 2010 Donald A. McGavran 
award recipient



Open Windows reflects  
on first 75 years

In April, LifeWay’s Open Windows 

daily devotional began its 75th year of 

continuous publication. 

First published in 1937, Open Windows 

reached more than one million readers during 

its peak in the 1990s and continues to enjoy a 

circulation of more than 700,000.

“Unlike LifeWay’s other devotional choices, 

Open Windows relates to 

both genders and all ages of 

adults,” said Betty Hassler, 

content editor for the 

quarterly magazine. “It is still 

used by a lot of families as the 

devotion they read around 

the breakfast or dinner table. 

Intergenerational families 

also like it.”

An editorial that originally 

published in April 1937 

reveals the inspiration for 

the publication’s name and 

includes the Open Windows 

theme verse of Daniel 6:10: “When Daniel 

learned that the document had been signed, 

he went into his house. The windows in its 

upper room opened toward Jerusalem, and 

three times a day he got down on his knees, 

prayed, and gave thanks to his God, just as he 

had done before” (HCSB).

That 1937 devotion goes on to read, 

“Mirrors reflect self. Open windows reveal 

God.”

In many ways, Open Windows has remained 

unchanged throughout its lengthy history. 

The format of the devotions, the wide range 

of topics and the vast array of authors have 

remained in place since the beginning.

“Originally, Open Windows was a monthly 

publication with each daily devotion written 

by a different author who typed it on his 

or her typewriter,” Hassler recalled. “All of 

the pages looked different 

with different lengths. The 

present magazine is neatly 

copy fit and styled into 

a standardized template. 

Otherwise, we’ve kept the 

basic format of a Scripture, 

key verse, devotion and 

prayer thought.”

Over the years, Open 

Windows has featured the 

writing and devotional 

thoughts of such well-

known individuals as 

Herschel Hobbs, W.A. 

Criswell, R.G. Lee, Grady Nutt and Thom 

Rainer. Perhaps less well known, but one of 

the most committed writers, Bessie Kennedy 

has contributed devotions for 30 consecutive 

years, including one for the Spring 2011 issue. 

“All of our writers are Southern Baptists who 

are active in their churches and recommended 

by their pastors,” Hassler explained. “We have 

more than 100 qualified writers and rotate 

assignments, picking up new writers each 

quarter.” 

by Brooklyn Lowery
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Writers include ministers, staff members, 

missionaries, convention personnel and lay 

men and women in churches from California 

to New England, Michigan to Texas, and 

across the South and Southeast.

Just because the print devotional has 

maintained its personality over the years 

doesn’t mean it hasn’t changed with the times 

in other ways. For instance, in keeping with 

the nomenclature used by the International 

Mission Board, Open Windows in 2009 

adopted the use of affinity groups instead of 

country names in its prayer calendar.

Then in 2010, Open Windows took 

to the social media world with its own 

page on Facebook (Facebook.com/

openwindowsdevotions). Devotions from 

Open Windows are included in the LifeWay.

com electronic daily devotion that goes to 

churches and individuals across the nation.

“I’m always surprised by the number of 

young and median adults who want to 

write for Open Windows or comment about 

devotions from it,” Hassler said. “We may  

be 75 years old, but the Bible message is 

timeless. There will always be a place for 

a daily devotion in the lives of growing 

Christians.” n
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Don’t squander opportunities 
Sunday school presents

by Polly House

Sunday school has to be good 

every week if you want to make 

sure people show up and come back. 

There is no second chance with some 

people.

“If Sunday school isn’t good, isn’t 

worth the time, how can we expect 

people to come back?” asked Art 

Groomes, bivocational pastor of First 

Family Baptist Church in Antioch, 

Tenn. 

LifeWay hosted the National Black 

Sunday School Conference at its 

home office in Nashville, Tenn. 

About 250 pastors, Sunday school 

directors, leaders and teachers from 

across the United States – and even 

one from the island of Bermuda – 

attended the training event.

A welcoming place
Groomes led the track for 

conference veterans highlighting 

the importance of having great 

expectations for Sunday school. 

“People of faith need to be people 

of great expectations,” he said. In 

their Sunday schools, they need “to 

expect new people every week; expect 

people to say ‘yes’ when asked to 

participate; and expect classes to grow 

and reproduce as every healthy thing 

does,” he said.

Part of achieving great expectations 

is planning for good things to happen, 

especially having teachers who are 

prepared with the lesson. 

“You never know when someone 

will show up for the very first time to 

Sunday school, someone you never 

expected to see,” Groomes said. “You 

have to have thought it through 

before they get there. Is there fresh 

coffee made? Are there enough chairs? 

Are there people there to greet them? 

Are there enough books and extra 

Bibles? Are there people who will ask 

them to sit with them?”

Groomes said that as important as 

the Bible study hour is, the follow-up 

time is also crucial. 

“Follow up with a phone call or visit 

that very day,” he said. “At least don’t 

let it be more than a couple of days. 

Answer their questions. Ask them to 

join you for a meal. 

“For many new people in Sunday 

school, it’s never as much about the 

place as it is about relationships,” he 

said. “Help them feel like Sunday 

school is a safe place, a place they are 

wanted, a place they are loved.”

Pastoral support
Elgia “Jay” Wells, director of 

LifeWay’s black church relations area, 

told the crowd that Sunday school is 
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Mark Croston Sr., pastor of East End Baptist Church in Suffolk, Va., preaches God’s word with 
passion and conviction. Photo by Russ Rankin
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the best way to help people get involved in a church. 

“They come into your Sunday school and you start to love 

on them,” he said. “You let them know they are welcome and 

important. They like that. Then, you invite them to your 

worship service where the pastor supports the Sunday school.”

Wells introduced Mark Croston, senior pastor of East End 

Baptist Church in Suffolk, Va., calling him a Sunday school-

loving pastor.

“We’re grateful to have a pastor like him who supports 

Sunday school,” Wells said. “If you want to see what a Sunday 

school pastor looks like, look at Mark Croston.”

Reiterating that Sunday school is where relationships are 

formed, Croston encouraged the conference participants to 

look for people who are wounded and are carrying around 

guilt and shame.

“Time doesn’t necessarily heal all wounds,” he said. 

“Sometimes the wounds are self-inflicted. Sometimes they 

fester because we don’t appropriately deal with them. At the 

same time, sometimes guilt can just weigh us down. We groan; 

we’re weak. We feel completely overwhelmed by our sin.”

Sunday school leaders and members can offer the touch that 

helps healing begin. “Just love on these people,” he said. “Help 

them out.”

Practical conferences
Conference participants had the opportunity to choose from 

35 practical conferences in addition to the two large group 

tracks, one for conference veterans and the other for new 

attendees. 

Conference offerings ranged from the nuts and bolts of 

choosing the most effective Bible study curriculum for class 

and learning how to teach for transformation to age-group 

specific helps on teens and media technology and developing 

an effective adult outreach team. n

MORE
There is still time to sign up for the upcoming 
National Black Sunday School Conference 
Oct. 28-29 at LifeWay in Nashville. Go to 
LifeWay.com/BlackChurchLife and click on 
“upcoming events.”

Participants at the 2010 National Black Sunday School Conference 
used their Bibles and curriculum during conference time.    
Photo by Russ Rankin.
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LifeWay’s Dawn Cornelius led a breakout 
session during the National Black Sunday 
School Conference on “Teens and Media.”   
Photo by Russ Rankin.



B&H  
Publishing Group

“5 Conversations You 
Must Have with Your Son”

by Vicki Courtney

From the cradle to college, tell 
your sons the truth about life before 
they believe the culture’s lies.

For parents with boys newborn to 
18, “5 Conversations You Must Have 

with Your Son” is as essential. 
Award-winning youth culture 
commentator Vicki Courtney 
helps moms and dads prepare 
the discussions that should be 
ongoing in their sons’ formative 
years. 

The book also offers 
invaluable tips on having these 
conversations across the various 
stages of development: under 5, 
6-11, 12+.

Releases June 1. Product #978-0-
8054-4986-0. Paperback. $14.99

“Spiritual Leadership: 
Moving People on to 
God’s Agenda, Revised 
and Expanded”

by Henry Blackaby  
and Richard Blackaby

Next to their “Experiencing God” 
classic, “Spiritual Leadership” is one 
of Henry and Richard Blackaby’s 
most highly regarded and best-selling 
books to date, encouraging business 
and church leaders alike to follow 
God’s biblical design for success. 
In fact, the Barna Group reports 
that pastors list it among today’s 
most influential writings on the 
topic of how God develops, guides 
and empowers spiritual leaders. 
In this new trade paper edition of 
“Spiritual Leadership,” the Blackabys 
update their notes on the key points 
regarding a leader’s challenges, 
character qualities, influence, 
decision making techniques and 
more, all the while focusing on 
how leaders discover and promote 
God’s vision for their organization 

and move people on to His agenda. 
There are also new chapters on 
leading change and leading teams.

Releases May 1. Product #978-1-4336-
6918-7. Paperback. $14.99

“10 Questions Every 
Christian Must Answer: 
Thoughtful Responses to 
Strengthen Your Faith”

by Alex McFarland  
and Elmer Towns

Would a loving God really send 
people to hell? Can we really trust 
what the Bible says? Is Jesus really 
the only way to heaven? Becoming 
a Christian does not mean that 
all of the questions about faith 
are instantly answered. In fact, 
more questions are likely to follow. 
However, not having knowledge 
about certain issues can dampen 
your faith and rob you of the joy 
that comes from confidently sharing 
it with others. “10 Questions 
Every Christian Must Answer” 
provides responses to the toughest 
conversations regarding one’s 
inward faith, as well as the outward 
expression of it, and is relevant to 
new believers and longtime Christ 
followers alike. Led by respected 
scholars Elmer Towns and Alex 
McFarland, readers can be sure this 
content is backed by sharp minds, 
deep thinking and the unchanging 
Word of God.

Releases May 1. Product #978-1-4336-
7181-4. Paperback. $14.99

“Catastrophic Crisis: 
Ministry Leadership in 
the Midst of Trial and 
Tragedy”
by Steve F. Echols and Allen England 

foreword by David S. Dockery

Nature’s fury, horrible accidents, 
criminal acts, moral failures and 
personal attacks — nothing tests 
a ministry leader’s skills more 
than a crisis. When sudden events 
turn things upside down, and the 
normal methods of operation are 

no longer possible, the leader and 
the leadership moment are placed 
in the fire and thrust into the 
spotlight at once. With that in 
mind, “Catastrophic Crisis” authors 
Steve Echols and Allen England 
take a case study approach to 
understanding effective Christian 
leadership, looking back at eight 
trials or tragedies faced at religious 
institutions in recent years. 

From New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary’s encounter 
with Hurricane Katrina to First 
Baptist Church in Maryville, Ill., 
where pastor Fred Winters was shot 
and killed while preaching, this 
well-researched book tells the inside 
stories of each event, analyzes the 
leadership responses to draw out 
important lessons and then poses 
direct questions that will help the 
reader actively process what is being 
learned.

Releases May 1. Product #978-0-
8054-4976-1. Paperback. $15.99

“Simple Church: 
Returning to God’s 
Process for Making 
Disciples”
by Thom S. Rainer and Eric Geiger

The simple revolution is here. 
From the design of Apple products 
to Google’s uncluttered homepage, 
simple ideas are changing the world.

Now in paperback, multi-awarded 
No. 1 national best seller “Simple 
Church” guides Christians back to 
the simple gospel-sharing methods of 
Jesus. No bells or whistles required. 
With insights based on case studies 
of 400 American churches, Thom 
Rainer and Eric Geiger prove the 
disciple-making process is often too 
complex. Simple churches thrive by 
taking four ideas to heart: clarity, 
movement, alignment and focus.

Releases June 1. Product #978-0-
8054-4799-6. Paperback. $14.99  

LifeWay Church Resources at LifeWay.com and (800) 458-2772 
LifeWay Christian Stores at LifeWayStores.com and (800) 233-1123
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“The Case for Antioch: 
A Biblical Model for 
a Transformational 
Church”

by Jeff Iorg

Seminary president Jeff Iorg 
looks back at the New Testament 
church in Antioch to find a 
biblical model of what healthy 
churches should look like. 
Advising a principled approach 
in the context of this comparison, 
he shares methods for measuring 
church health that are based on 
hard data as well as discernible 
spiritual realities. Key areas of 
discussion include a church’s need 
to emphasize the Holy Spirit, 
advancing the gospel, changing 
lives, maintaining doctrinal 
integrity, resolving conflicts, strong 
leadership and sacrificial living.

Releases June 1. Product #978-1-4336-7138-8. 
Paperback. $14.99

“Great Commission 
Obedience: The Road to 
Resurgence”

by Jerry Rankin

“Great Commission Obedience” 
is a resource for pastors that will 
inspire them to preach boldly on 
missions to spark an evangelistic 
resurgence. It features messages 
compiled by veteran missionary 
and retired International Mission 
Board President Jerry Rankin. 
Each one is packed with personal 
illustrations and practical examples 
of how God is at work in the world 
today. These messages help clear that path and 
inspire volunteer mission teams being sent out 
by the church.

Releases May 15. Product #978-0-8054-4879-5. 
Paperback. $14.99 

“When Worlds Collide Stepping 
Up and Standing Out in an 
Anti-God Culture”

by Mike Blackaby and Daniel Blackaby

The media-driven world places enormous 
pressure on people to conform to its secular 

point of view – and young 
people are especially 
susceptible to this ploy. 
Writing to a student 
audience, authors Mike 
and Daniel Blackaby (the 
grandsons of “Experiencing 
God” author Henry Blackaby) 
explain how Christians 

typically respond to this 
pressure. “When Worlds 
Collide” is packed with story-
based devotional thoughts, 
humor and easy steps for 
application, they prove it’s 
possible to live an authentic 
Christian life that meets 
the world head-on without 
spiritual compromise.

Releases June 1. Product 
#978-0-8054-6481-8. 

Paperback. $14.99

“Perspectives on Tithing: Four 
Views”

edited by David A. Croteau 

Was the tithe just for 
Israel, or is it also applicable 
to Christians? Must a tithe 
go only to your local church 
or can it be received by any 
Christian organization? Do we 
tithe on the net or the gross 
amount?

“Perspectives on Tithing” 
presents in point-counterpoint 
format the most common 
views about how Christians 
are to give of their financial 
resources. 

Releases May 1. Product #978-0-8054-4977-8. 
$24.99

“Reasons for Our Hope: An 
Introduction to Christian 
Apologetics”

by H. Wayne House and Dennis W. Jowers

The necessity of informed and articulate 
defense of the Christian faith today can 
hardly be contested. “Reasons for Our Hope” 
offers a sophisticated yet accessible guide to 
“destroying speculations and every lofty thing 

raised up against the knowledge of God, and ... 
taking every thought captive to the obedience 
of Christ.” (2 Cor. 10:5) 

Releases June 1. Product #978-0-8054-4481-0. 
Hardback. $39.99

“The Great Commission to 
Worship: Biblical Principles for 
Worship-Based Evangelism”

by David Wheeler and Vernon M. Whaley

“The Great Commission to Worship” 
looks closely at the relationship between 
worship and evangelism as the foundation 
for the fulfillment of the Great Commission. 
Authors David Wheeler and Vernon Whaley 
explain the mandate of worship and the Great 
Commission and then show how worship 
– in relation to the Great Commission – is 
formational, transformational, relational, 
missional, commissional and reproducible. 
Each chapter includes five “life questions” for 
readers while the book concludes with steps 
for practical application and 10 principles for 
developing “lifestyle worship evangelism.”

Releases June 1. Product #978-1-4336-7237-8. 
Paperback. $19.99

“When Missions Shapes the 
Mission: You and Your Church 
Can Reach the World”

by David Horner 
foreword by David Platt

“When Missions Shapes the Mission” 
unpacks a statistical study of evangelical 
churches that reveals their level of 
commitment to the biblical mandate of 
making Christ known. Veteran pastor David 
Horner makes the data easy to understand, 
challenging other pastors to radically assign 
their best leadership 
and resources to 
missions as he looks 
at where the church 
is today, how it got 
there and where we 
must go from here.

Releases June 1. 
Product #978-1-4336-
7137-1. Paperback. 
$14.99
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Church Resources

“Courageous Church 
Campaign Kit”

by Michael Catt

Based on the highly anticipated 
movie  “Courageous,” this 
“Campaign Kit” resources your 
church or ministry to lead a 
campaign around the movie. 
This campaign is designed 
to impact families by calling 
fathers to Christ. Nothing will 

enhance your church’s potential to 
reach people for Christ and 
disciple people in faith more 
than strengthening the family. 
It features the “Courageous 
Living Bible Study,” 
“Courageous Living” by Michael 
Catt (pastor of Sherwood Baptist 
Church in Albany, Ga.) and a 
planning guide with ideas to help 
your church engage. 

Releases in April. LifeWay product 
#0-0537-1570. $34.99

“Courageous Living Bible 
Study”  
by Michael Catt, Stephen Kendrick 

and Alex Kendrick

This is the small-group study 
used in the Courageous Church 
Campaign to equip churches 
to motivate and mobilize their 
congregation based on the bold 
fatherhood and family principles 
featured in the film “Courageous.” 

The leader kit includes 
a 64-page member book 
with leader notes; DVD 
featuring Courageous 
movie trailers/film clips to 
support each lesson and 
PDF articles. 

Releases in May. Member 
book, LifeWay product 
#0-0542-2891. $6.99; 
Leader kit, LifeWay 
product #0-0537-1695. 
$19.99

“Transformational  
Class: Transformational 
Church Goes to Sunday 
School Kit”

This resource helps a 
church conduct a year-long 
emphasis around David Francis’ 
“Transformational Class: 
Transformational Church Goes 
to Sunday School” and the seven 
elements from “Transformational 
Church.” It includes 
leadership 
meeting agendas 
(by age-grouping) 
built around the 
seven elements 
(plus three more 
ideas), promotional 
poster set, teaching 
plans and support 
for training Sunday 
school (or small group) 
leaders and clip art and 
poster masters. 

Released in February. Kit, 
LifeWay product #0-0537-
1617. $24.95

“Life 
Connections: 
The Gospel and 
the Truth: Living 
the Message of 
Christ”

by Rick and Josh 
Howerton 

This study considers the 
multidimensional aspect and full, 
comprehensive breadth of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and the mark 
it leaves on who we are and invites 
members into a conversation. It 
helps members grow in biblical 
knowledge, application and insight. 
13 sessions. 

Releases in March. Leader guide, 
LifeWay product #0-0537-1684. 
$13.95; Learner guide, LifeWay 
product #0-0537-1685. $6.99

“Seek Social Justice: 
Transforming Lives in 
Need”

Problems like poverty, addiction 
and homelessness are serious and 
complex. Passion alone won’t solve 
them. We need effective strategies 
for meeting human needs.

“Seek Social Justice” explores 
the underlying causes of, and the 
most effective solutions to the ills 

that tarnish human dignity 
and hinder flourishing. 6 
sessions. 

Released in December. 
Study guide, LifeWay 
product #0-0527-1228. 
$7.95; DVD Leader 
kit, LifeWay product 
#0-0527-1226. $19.95

“Her: 
Becoming a 
Proverbs 31 

Girl”
by Emily Cole

This new study 
is a girl’s guide to 
study Proverbs 31 
on her own, digging 
into Scripture and 
discovering the kind 
of woman God has 
created her to be. Girls 
will realize that God has 
called them to be women 
of character, strength, 
diligence, obedience and 

wisdom. It also includes leader’s 
guides to empower a teen to lead 
other girls through the study and 
to walk through it with her mom. 9 
sessions. 

Releases in April. LifeWay product 
#0-0538-7855. $12.95

“Brave: Honest 
Questions Women Ask” 

by Angela Thomas

This new Bible study gets to the 
heart of what women are thinking 
and feeling. Author Angela Thomas 
truly speaks to participants about 
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deep feelings that all 
women have at one time or 
another. She looks boldly 
at some of the fears and 
struggles of being a woman, 
and she helps us see how 
we can be brave in the 
face of those challenges. 
This approach also lends 
itself to a great fill-in 
Bible study in women’s 
Sunday school, connect 
groups and small groups. 
7 sessions. 

Released in February. 
Member book, LifeWay 
product #0-0534-2722. 
$11.95; DVD leader kit, 
LifeWay product #0-0534-
2721. $149.95

“Duty or Delight? Knowing Where 
You Stand with God”

by Tammie Head

God is not looking for rule followers – He’s looking 
for relationships.

Join the journey to free yourself from spiritual 
insecurities and ignite your faith the way you’ve been 
wishing you could. There is more to Christ than 
keeping all the boxes checked. You can stop living in 
guilt, confusion and duty. God really does love you 
just the way you are. 6 sessions. 

Releases in April. LifeWay product 
#0-0542-9354. $12.95

Devotions from the 
Beth Moore Library 
Audio CD 

This Beth Moore audio 
CD includes devotional 

segments from seven of 
Moore’s original Bible studies. Each devotion is 

approximately 10 minutes in length, making it an 
ideal listen while in the car. Great for when you 
commute to and from work, drive to pick up the 
kids or when out running errands. This CD includes 
inspiring Scripture-based lessons that will offer you 
encouragement for your daily routine. It also makes a 
great gift! 7 tracks. 

Releases in March. LifeWay product #0-0542-2170. 
$1.99

It’s amazing what the right offering envelope system will do to 
inspire and encourage your members to contribute consistently.

Offering envelopes are an integral part 
of your church’s financial plan.

Lifeway Envelope Service
Part of LifeWay OneSource for over 50 years.

Whether you decide on traditional boxed sets, mail plan, electronic 
giving or even a combination of programs, we can assist in
preparing, design, and producing your offering envelopes.

ENVELOPE SERVICE

ENVELOPE SERVICE

ENVELOPE SERVICE

1-800-874-6319



Customized Max 
Lucado Father’s Day 
CD

This inspiring sermon 
by Max Lucado stresses the 
importance of a father’s love 
by paralleling the parable of 
the prodigal son with our lives 
today. Lucado examines three 
necessities or needs only met 
by a father. This CD can be 
customized with your church name and makes 
a great give-away. Only $1.99 each with a $20 
set up fee. 100 piece minimum order.  

Releases in February. Product number for 
non-customized is CD is #0-0543-8690. 
The customized CD can be ordered online 
at (800) 443-8032 or LifewayStores.com/
SpecialtyImprints.

LifeWay Worship
For more information about these and other 

resources for your music ministry, visit LifeWay.
com/Worship or call (800) 436-3869.

“Southern Gospel Classic 
Favorites for Every 
Choir”

arranged and orchestrated by 
Dennis Allen

Find many of your favorite gospel 
songs in this easy SATB collection 
from the popular Let’s Sing imprint, 
like “I’m Standing on the Solid 
Rock,” “He Looked Beyond My 
Fault” and “Sweet Beulah Land.” 
Also available are rehearsal tracks, a 
budget-saving kit (10 choral books, 
1 listening CD, 1 accompaniment 
CD packaged at substantial savings), 
free downloadable devotions and 
rehearsal guide. For the complete 
product line, visit LifeWay.com/
LetsSing. 

“My Tribute Medley” 
words and music by André Crouch,  

Ed Cash, Jesse Reeves  
and Chris Tomlin  

arranged and  
orchestrated by Craig Adams

Two timeless favorites, “My Tribute” and 
“How Great Is Our God,”  spanning two 
generations of worshippers are brilliantly 

woven together to proclaim the 
ageless message of praise and 
thanksgiving.

“All Your Promises  
Are True” 

words and music  
by Shannon J. Wexelberg   

arranged and orchestrated  
by J. Daniel Smith

This inspirational anthem from 
“Hail to the King” reminds us that we can 
trust God to be all we need and know that 
His promises are always true. 

“All to Bring You Glory” 
words and music by Ronnie Freeman and 

Sue C. Smith

Arranged and orchestrated by Cliff Duren                                                 
This moving choral arrangement of 

a popular worship song of praise was 
recently recorded by Ashmont Hill (“Your 
Masterpiece”) and Sandi Patty (“The Edge of 

the Divine”).

“I Believe God” 
words and music by  

Marty Funderburk and Steve 
Marshall arranged and  

orchestrated by Cliff Duren
Recorded by Brian Free 

& Assurance (“Real Faith”), 
this driving ballad from “I 
Believe God” becomes our 
testimony to the world that, 
as believers, we can personally 
acknowledge God’s power to 
change lives. 

“You Are Lord of All” 
words and music by  

Jeremy Johnson  
and Archa Turner   

arranged and orchestrated  
by Phillip Keveren

Orchestrated in true 
Keveren style, this wonderful 
new song from LifeWay 
songwriter Jeremy Johnson 
with Archa Turner is a gentle 
declaration of the Lordship of 

Christ and desperate plea for Him to live in 
and through us … to be our Lord of all.          

“We the 
Church” 

words and music 
by Paul Marino   
arranged and 

orchestrated by 
Dave Williamson  
This passionate 

song was written 
by LifeWay songwriter Paul 
Marino calling the church around the world 
to stand united in acknowledging the power 
of the cross and calling out to give God praise 
and glory.

“Never Walk Alone” 
words and music by Jeremy Johnson  

and J. Paul Williams  
arranged and orchestrated  

by Russell Mauldin  
This powerful song, written by LifeWay 

writer Jeremy Johnson with J. Paul Williams  
and recorded by Brian Free & Assurance 
(“Never Walk Alone”) and Allison Durham 
Speer (“The Holy Hills”), will stir the souls of 
your choir members and congregation alike.

“A Mighty Fortress” 
words and music by Christy Nockels  
and Nathan Nockels arranged and 

orchestrated by Cliff Duren
Beautiful ballad from “Unstoppable” 

recorded on Christy Nockels’ CD, “Life Light 
Up,” is masterfully arranged by Cliff Duren 
for SATB choirs and includes a passionate 
narration interlude. 

“Immortal, Invisible” 
words by Walter Chalmers Smith   

music by and adapted by Chris Eaton, John 
Hartley and Chris McClarney   

arranged and orchestrated by Cliff Duren
Written by LifeWay’s ministry partners at 

Kingsway Music, this driving anthem declares 
God’s power and sovereignty, building 
throughout to a climactic ending. 

Prices and availability subject to change 
without notice.
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the future of church ministry starts here

The Church Leadership Library equipping you with tomorrow’s tools

Books available at your favorite bookstore or online retailer.  
Visit us at www.ChurchLeadershipBooks.com to explore more.

BuiLding 
The Future on the 
Authority of god’s Word

reseArChing 
To reach a rapidly 
Changing Culture

MinisTering 
With Tactics That Work 
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The Exchange
Ed Stetzer, LifeWay Research president and missiologist

Adlai Stevenson stated, “That which seems the 

height of absurdity in one generation often 

becomes the height of wisdom in another.”  He did not 

have a particularly high view of the next generation, but 

he does challenge us to consider the radical changes in 

thinking that are sometimes seen between generations.

The reality is that generations do think differently 

and different views emerge – and it is worth our time to 

consider them. As George Orwell said, “Each generation 

imagines itself to be more intelligent than the one that 

went before it and wiser than the one that comes after it.”

This bothers some and challenges others. For me, my 

concern is not to rail against the next generation – I want 

to reach them.

In the book, “Lost and Found: the Younger Unchurched 

and the Churches that Reach Them,” I shared some of 

the findings from a survey conducted of 1,000 unchurched 

young adults about the issues of church and spirituality. 

The study revealed that the younger generation is more 

open to issues of spirituality than our conventional wisdom 

allows us to admit. 

This generation is open to God and spirituality. When 

asked if they considered themselves to be spiritual, 73 

percent of respondents age 20-29 answered affirmatively. 

They are interested in learning more about God or a 

higher supreme being. Eighty-two percent believe a person’s 

spirit continues to exist in some kind of afterlife. Seventy-

seven percent believe in the idea of heaven and 60 percent 

believe in the idea of hell. Perhaps most surprising, 66 

percent even believe that Jesus died and came back to life.

The Jesus that they believe in, however, is in some ways 

a Jesus of their own creation. Only 57 percent believe there 

is only one God, 

the God who 

exists in the Bible. 

Fifty-eight percent 

believe the God of the 

Bible is the same as the 

gods or spiritual beings of other 

religions. Though Hinduism ascribes to a million gods, 

Buddhism has no god, and Christianity has one God, a 

majority of young adults believe that all of these gods are 

the same. 

While there are clearly negative implications to this 

pluralism, there are also great opportunities for the church. 

Sixty-three percent said they would attend a church that 

presented truth in an understandable way. We need to be 

proactive about sharing the gospel to this demographic in 

clear, understandable terms. Simultaneously, we should 

defy the “Chicken Little syndrome” that believes the 

church is about to crumble under the weight of pluralism.

It’s easy to look at some of the viewpoints of the younger 

unchurched and write them off. Rather than throwing 

up our hands in disgust, we need to extend a hand, 

exemplifying Christ and His gospel now more 

than ever. We need to enter into authentic  

relationship with a generation  

filled with brilliance and  

potential. We need to begin  

honest conversations with  

those who have honest  

questions. n
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MORE
Follow more of Ed  
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his blog: EdStetzer.com.
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