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Transformational Church

“I wIll refIne them as 
sIlver Is refIned and 
test them as gold Is 

tested. they wIll call 
on my name, and  

I wIll answer them. 

I wIll say: 
they are  

my people, 
and they wIll say: 
the lord    

 Is our god.”
ZecharIah 13:9

An introduction to the

http://bible.lifeway.com/crossmain.asp
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From My Perspective

Hope and the American church

I spoke recently in a church that had a large number of college students. Indeed the presence 
of the university in the town was so dominant that the community was best known as a 

college town. After one of the worship services, a young college student sought me out. He just 
wanted to talk. The conversation was not that long, about 20 minutes; but it was of sufficient 

length to introduce me to several facts about the college sophomore.

He told me that he came from a middle-class home in a neighboring state. He was a 
middle child, and had that quick wit that I notice in many middle children. The 

young man was a finance major. Since that was my major in college many years 
ago, we talked about the pros and cons of that academic path.

The unspiritual generation
Naturally, since we were in a church, our conversation moved to 

matters of faith and spirituality. He shared with me that his parents 
rarely attended church. There was certainly no expectation for him to 
be in church as he grew up. Indeed, matters of spirituality were really 
never discussed in his home.

At this point in the conversation, the young man fit well the 
profile of the Millennials I have been studying for several months. 

My youngest son, Jess Rainer, and I are working on a book called 
“The Millennials,” which includes a massive survey of the 

older portion of this generation. As a reminder, we date the 
Millennials’ birth years between 1980 and 2000.

So when the young man told me that he grew up in a 
non-spiritual home, I was not surprised. Our study showed 
that only 13 percent of this generation considers any form 
of spirituality important. Of course, my obvious question 
asked why he was in church now. What moved him 
from no interest in spiritual matters to attending church 
regularly?

His response caused me to ponder.

Thom S. Rainer, president and CEO, LifeWay Christian Resources

http://www.thomrainer.com
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Looking for hope

“You know, Dr. Rainer,” he began. “There are so many reasons to be hopeless in this world. You 
can’t listen to or read anything without feeling a sense of hopelessness. I started attending this 
church because I was looking for hope.”

Read that sentence one more time: “I started attending this church because I was looking for 
hope.”

He then shared with me that he had visited several churches in his hometown looking for hope. 
His parents really didn’t mind one way or the other. But in each church he visited, he sensed as 
much hopelessness there as in the world beyond the churches. “It just seems that a lot of churches 
are going through the motions. I could sense no life, especially no hope.”

Our conversation concluded as I asked him what brought him to the university in the town. I 
should have anticipated his answer. He had visited the church where we were that day while he was 
visiting the school. It was the church that helped him decide to attend that particular university.

“I guess I found a church with hope,” he said with a faint smile. “That’s why I’m at this school 
today.”

As I walked away, he asked me a question with total sincerity. “Do you have any idea why there 
are so many hopeless churches today? It really seems counterintuitive.”

When hope comes to church
It is counterintuitive. We have the greatest Hope in the world. We have the 

promise of the resurrection. We have Jesus.
But we know the story. In too many churches “minors” become “majors” and 

focus is lost. Critics outnumber the messengers of hope. And “that’s the way we’ve 
always done it” becomes the death cry of too many congregations.

He was looking for hope.

The Church must be the messenger of Hope.

Time is too short.

It’s time for hope.
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A North American Mission Board (NAMB)/LifeWay Research study found that while 
ministries across North America are reaching out to a significant portion of first-

generation immigrants, much work remains to be done. Still, while evangelistic growth among 
these groups has been slow, the potential is promising, with immigrants from most countries 
considered somewhat receptive to the gospel.  

NAMB contracted with LifeWay Research to conduct the study 
between July 21 and Sept. 2, 2009. The scope of the project included 

a qualitative phase and quantitative surveys available in 20 
languages to missionaries, pastors and laity who work among 

first-generation immigrants in North America. National and 
regional organizations and professors who teach immigrant 

missions and evangelism also were surveyed. The statistics 
in this article focus only on responses from the 74 
national and regional organizations, representing a 
variety of evangelical denominations and groups, that 
participated. 

First-generation immigrants were defined in the 
study as residents of North America who were born 
in a foreign country.  

“For us to be faithful in assisting our churches in 
the tasks of evangelism and church planting, we 
need an awareness of what work is underway so 
believers, churches, denominations and ministries 
can support and participate in these missions 
efforts here in North America,” explained Richard 
Harris, interim president of NAMB. “We will not 
make significant progress in fulfilling the Great 

Commission in North America until we take 
seriously the mandate to reach more of the millions 

of immigrants and hundreds of people groups in our 
communities with the gospel.”
The 74 Christian organizations included in the study 

have 3,757 missionaries and church planters working 
among first-generation immigrants. While a few of the 

largest organizations have many missionaries, the median 
number of missionaries among these organizations is 12.
Participating organizations report having the highest 

number of first-generation immigrant believers from Mexico. 
The next highest numbers of believers involved in their churches 

or ministries,in descending order, are immigrants from Haiti (a distant 

Outreach to first-generation  
immigrants succeeding,  
needs improvement

edited by Brooklyn Lowery

Immigrants take 
citizenship oath at a public 

swearing-in ceremony.

 From istockphoto.com
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second), South Korea, Cuba and 
China.

Survey respondents were asked to 
indicate, by country, changes in the 
number of immigrants involved in 
the organizations over the last year. 
On a scale of one to five, with five 
representing a “10 percent or more” 
increase in participation and one 
being a “10 percent or more” decrease 
in participation, the mean response 
was 3.4 or just more than “about the 

same.” Only Myanmar’s, Vietnam’s 
and Cambodia’s immigrants average 
at or above “more total participants 
than one year ago.”

“The opportunity here is great,” 
explained Ken Weathersby, vice 
president of church planting at 
NAMB. “Many immigrants come 
from places where preaching the 
gospel is illegal, but they can hear 
the gospel in their new home. In 
turn, those believers can impact their 

families here in North America and 
in their country of origin, more easily 
crossing language and cultural barriers 
[than non-native believers].”

Significantly, despite the slow 
growth of immigrants participating in 
these organizations, respondents said 
that overall, immigrants from most 
countries are considered somewhat 
receptive to the gospel. Receptivity 
was defined as the speed and ease 
with which someone who hears the 

Ten countries whose first-generation 
immigrants have the most missionaries 
and church planters working among them

Mexico

South Korea

Guatemala

China

Cuba

El Salvador

Haiti

Honduras

Venezuela

Hong Kong

1,715

549

188

163

162

159

151

135

103

86

 = 50 Missionaries

Among 74 national and regional organizations surveyed

Country of origin  |  Number of missionaries in North America
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WE RECOMMEND
•  “Welcoming the Stranger: Justice, 

Compassion and Truth in the 
Immigration Debate” by Matthew 
Soerens and Jenny Hwang

These and other resources are available 
at LifeWay.com/shopping, through 
customer service at (800) 458-2772 
and from LifeWay Christian Stores at 
LifeWayStores.com and (800) 233-1123. 

“ By 2050, there will be no  

majority race or ethnicity in the 

United States. Already, in Toronto, 

the majority of residents were 

born outside of Canada. This is 

a wake-up call to the Church in 

North America. The nations of the 

world are living right here, yet 

many are not hearing the gospel 

in an intentional, organized way. 

We can do better.”
                         — Ed Stetzer

gospel responds with belief and repentance. Again using the five-point scale, with five being 
“very receptive” and one being “not receptive at all,” the mean response was 3.4. 

Immigrants from Ecuador, Guatemala, Liberia, Honduras, El Salvador, Myanmar, Brazil, 
Costa Rica, Kenya and Mexico appear most receptive with an average 
response of 4.0 or higher.

Surveyed organizations currently minister to immigrants from 151 of a 
possible 202 countries considered in the analysis. This number includes 
countries such as the Vatican and Taiwan, which are not always counted 
among the world’s official countries.

That means that 25 percent of possible countries of origin, including 
nations of Europe, Africa and the South Pacific, have no organizations 
ministering to their immigrants in North America. Another 26 percent 
have only one or two national or regional organizations ministering to 
them.

“Things are changing in the U.S. and Canada,” said Ed Stetzer, 
director of LifeWay Research. “By 2050, there will be no majority race 
or ethnicity in the United States. Already, in Toronto, the majority of 
residents were born outside of Canada. This is a wake-up call to the 
Church in North America. The nations of the world are living right 
here, yet many are not hearing the gospel in an intentional, organized 

way. We can do better.” 

Among countries with at least one organization ministering to immigrants in North America, 
many have “very few” missionaries or church planters. Countries with five or fewer missionaries 
include Germany, France, Italy and Poland as well as Middle Eastern, African and Eurasian 
countries, among others.

“Generations of believers around the world prayed that the former Soviet bloc nations would 
be free to hear the gospel,” Stetzer notes. “Now, as they move into our neighborhoods, few are 

proactively welcoming them with the Good News. We can and must do better.” 

The survey found that first-generation immigrants from 24 countries have 
more than 50 missionaries or church planters in North America. Immigrant 
groups from Mexico, South Korea, Guatemala, China, Cuba, El Salvador, Haiti, 
Honduras and Venezuela each had more than 100 missionaries and/or church 
planters serving them, with Mexico leading all groups at 1,715.

Twenty-four “heart” (first) languages were tested in the survey. Spanish-
speaking heart-language immigrants had the highest number of organizations 
serving them (55), followed by Chinese (30), Korean (25), Arabic (22) and 
Japanese (21).

“Believers in North America need to stop waiting for a ‘melting pot’ to impact 
immigrants and instead make personal efforts to engage the first-generation immigrants around 
them with the gospel,” Stetzer said. n

LifeWay Research called and e-mailed denominations and parachurch ministries, inviting them to participate in the 
online survey. The survey was conducted between July 21 and Sept. 2, 2009. Additional versions of the survey were 
also administered among missionaries, professors, pastors and laity.

http://www.lifeway.com/shopping
http://www.lifewaystores.com
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LifeWay President Thom Rainer knows a great deal about 
church health. 

Prior to taking the helm of LifeWay in 2006 he led a church 
and denominational consulting firm and provided church health 
insights to more than 500 churches over a 15-year period.  

Yet, Rainer said a new initiative by LifeWay is based on one 
of the most “significant research projects ever done in the 
American church.” 

The initiative is called Transformational Church and is set 
to launch mid-2010 with the release of a book by the same title 
written by Rainer and Ed Stetzer, director of LifeWay Research. 

10 Spring 2010  

story by Kelly Shrout

A focus on transformation



The book, “Transformational Church,” is published 
by B&H Publishing Group and will reveal data from 
groundbreaking research gathered from hundreds 
of churches, representing multiple denominations, 
that are leading examples of spiritual transformation. 
Accompanying the book is a DVD and study guide 
produced by LifeWay’s church resources division. 

LifeWay Research gathered data for months through 
surveys and personal interviews with church leaders. The 
data provide the framework for the upcoming resources 
LifeWay will develop to guide local churches through the 
Transformational Church process.  

Training of consultants for Transformational 
Church will begin this fall, with other events 

to follow, including pastor/staff retreats 
and Transformational Church training 
conferences.  

Ultimately, church leaders will be 
invited to involve their congregations in 
the Transformational Church initiative 
by completing an internal survey and 
tailoring resources to their people, 

churches and community.  

The assessment tool will interact with seven elements 
drawn from the book: mission mindset, vibrant leadership, 
relational intentionality, prayerful dependence, worship, 
community and mission. 

Recently Rainer and Stetzer presented the 
Transformational Church initiative to state Baptist 
convention staff members attending the SBC State 
Conventions’ Summit. Rainer told attendees there are 
two motivating forces behind the Transformational 
Church initiative: The reality of the American church as 
explored in the survey, and the positive data indicating 
what God is doing in local churches today.   

“Facts are our friends and they help us understand the 
current situation of the church in real terms – good, bad 
and ugly,” he said. “This is what our research has shown 
us, and we want to share this encouraging data with 
churches at all levels of effectiveness.”

 Stetzer added that there is no better time to talk about 
transformation. 

“Transformational churches make disciples whose lives 

(continued on page 13)

Facts & Trends    11

transformation



Dear Friends,

The Factory in Franklin, Tenn., sat vacant – the shell of an old 

manufacturing plant and a memory in the minds of longtime area residents. 

Built in 1929, The Factory originally housed Dortch Stove Works, a 

manufacturer of home heating stoves. Throughout the following decades, 

The Factory housed nationally known manufacturers. Then, The Factory 

sat empty for many years. It appeared the best days of The Factory were in 

the past. However, a few years ago a transformation took place. Developers 

saw hope and possibilities. The Factory was given new life.

The Factory today is a 12-building dining, shopping and entertainment 

complex listed in the National Register of Historic Places. This previously 

decaying, dilapidated manufacturing plant underwent a transformation 

into a vibrant, bright, people-filled attraction.  

Over the past decades, much has been written and spoken about the declining state of 

the church. Just like The Factory, some have proclaimed the best days of the church are past.  

But even in the midst of such declarations, transformation is occurring in churches across our nation. These 

churches are alive with anticipation, hope and impact. From coast to coast, churches of various sizes – urban and 

rural, old and new – are being transformed by the power of God and, as a result, are seeing transformation of 

individual lives and, ultimately, their communities.  

Beginning in 2008, LifeWay engaged in one of the largest and most significant research projects ever conducted 

on the American church. Theologically sound and accurately researched, the findings revealed and confirmed 

transformation taking place in churches across the nation. The findings proclaimed, “There is hope! Hope for the 

American church! Hope and possibilities!”

In response to the research, LifeWay is introducing Transformational Church in the summer of 2010. 

This introduction is the beginning of a multi-year intentionality to assist and resource churches to become 

transformational.

Transformational Church is not another program. It is not a one-size-fits-all strategy. It is not a formula for 

immediate results. Transformational Church is a guide to assist churches as they examine where God is working 

and identify the possibilities for today and the future.

Specifically, a transformational church is characterized by:

• People looking more like Jesus.

• Congregations acting more like His body.

• Communities reflecting more of His Kingdom.

In essence, a transformational church is seeing transformation in people’s lives, the church and the community.

In the coming months, Transformational Church will be unveiled through a book by LifeWay President Thom 

Rainer and LifeWay Research Director Ed Stetzer. The book will reveal data from the research, but more than 

research, you will read incredible stories from churches experiencing transformation.      

In addition, Rainer, Stetzer and I, along with Philip Nation, director of ministry 

development for LifeWay Research, will be speaking and leading discussions about 

how churches can become transformational during various Sunday school and 

4G events at Ridgecrest and Glorieta conference centers this summer. Online 

assessments, leader resources and opportunities for church leaders to be 

trained as Transformational Church consultants are all coming soon.

Transformational Church proclaims hope and praise in what God is doing, 

and what He will do through our lives and churches. 

Blessings,

Bruce Raley
Director, leadership and evangelism training and events

LifeWay Christian Resources
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Opportunities to Learn

4G: Engaging Groups in Transformational 
Disciple-Making – June 28-July 2 at LifeWay 
Glorieta Conference Center and July 23-26 at 
LifeWay Ridgecrest Conference Center 

TRANSFORM! Sunday School Conference 
– Aug. 13-14, Spartanburg, S.C.; Aug. 20-21, 
Raytown, Mo.; Aug. 27-28, Fort Worth, Texas

Go to LifeWay.com/events

PODCAST: Listen to a podcast with Bruce 
Raley discussing Transformational Church.
Go to LifeWay.com/insidelifeway.

WE RECOMMEND
•  “Transformational Church” by Ed 

Stetzer and Thom Rainer
•  “Transformational Discipleship: Your 

Church Helping People Be More 
Like Jesus” by Barry Sneed and Roy 
Edgemon

These and other resources are available at LifeWay.
com/shopping, through customer service at (800) 458-2772 and from 
LifeWay Christian Stores at LifeWayStores.com and (800) 233-1123. 

are being transformed by the gospel so that the culture 
around them is ultimately transformed,” Stetzer said.  

“Transformational churches are deeply committed to the 
essential foundations of discipleship: worship, community 
and mission,” he said. “They practice and make disciples 
through vibrant leadership, prayerful dependence and 
relational intentionality, and they do so in their context 
with a missionary mindset.”  

The goal of the Transformational Church initiative is to 
help churches make a biblical impact, Stetzer said.        

“The most important message is that churches are 
being transformed, and they are actively engaged in 
the transformation of people and communities,” Rainer 
said. “Too often we’ve highlighted the negative realities 
of the declining American church, but we’ve missed 
the opportunity to magnify the God of hope and 
transformation.” n

Go to TransformationalChurch.com for more information. 

(continued from page 11)
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It seems to be true in all churches – big, small, city, country, contemporary or traditional. 
VBS directors say one of their hardest jobs is enlisting workers.

Speaking to leaders attending the VBS Preview events in Nashville, Tenn., Jan. 28-30, Bill 
Emeott, LifeWay’s lead childhood ministry specialist, asked how many of them had noticed that 
around March people in their churches start to change.

“You notice they don’t make eye contact with 
you,” he said. “They will duck into a classroom 
instead of passing you in the hall. They start 
parking on the opposite side of the church from 
you. They are trying to avoid you so you won’t ask 
them to teach Bible School.”

He offered advice – how you enlist and treat 
your leadership this year will set the pace for 
enlistment next year. He gave 10 tips:

1) Know that God is in control. Pray that 
God will prepare the hearts of those who will be 
working in VBS.

2) Organization is your friend. Set up a 
calendar so you know when it’s time to begin 
enlistment, when you need to order supplies, etc. 
Know how many workers you need before you 
start enlisting. Decide how many classes you’ll 
have and how many teachers for each class.
3) Share the joy. Set up a pyramid/tree for 

enlistment and don’t try to do all of it yourself. 
Enlist your age group leaders, ask them to enlist 
teachers and ask the teachers to enlist helpers.

4) You have not because you ask not. Just 
because people haven’t worked in VBS before 
doesn’t mean they won’t do it this year. Most new 

people won’t volunteer, but may say yes when asked. Most people need a face-to-face invitation.

5) Be enthusiastic. VBS is fun. Let that show when you talk to people about working. Don’t 
be an Eeyore.

6) Use a job description. Most people want to know what they will be expected to do. Write 
it out. Knowing what is expected eases anxiety, especially in new teachers.

7) Don’t forget the men. Kids need to see men involved in VBS. Even the grumpy old men 
can help with traffic control or serve as crossing guards. 

8) Consider the “buddy” system. Some people are more comfortable 
teaching with someone they know and might consider taking on a new class or 
responsibility. Always have at least two adults (not one adult and a teenager) in 
the room with children. If a husband and wife both teach, have another adult in 
the room, or better yet, have them teach in different classes.

End the VBS enlistment  
              nightmare

Go to LifeWay.com/VBS for 
more tips, articles, downloads and 
suggestions for “Saddle Ridge Ranch” 
and “Club VBS: Route 254.”

Amy Cordar, left, and 
daughter Jess from Center 
Hill Baptist Church, 
Hanceville, Ala., put 
together saddlebags at the 
preschool crafts area of the 
VBS EXPO. 

story by Polly House, photography by Kent Harville

14 Winter 2010  
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VBS 2010 music has Nashville connection

Jeff Slaughter always comes up with great 
music for LifeWay’s Vacation Bible School. 

     The music is fun, energetic and carries the 
gospel message.

The music he created for 2010’s “Saddle 
Ridge Ranch” and “Club VBS: Route 254” 
has an extra punch, though. The music 
on the performance CD was recorded live 
in Nashville with some of Nashville’s best 
Country and Western musicians.

“We usually record the music using 
some live players mixed with computer 
programming,” Slaughter said. “This year, 
though, with the western theme, we decided 
to make full use of one of Nashville’s greatest resources ... the musicians. 
It was so great to incorporate instruments we rarely get to use on sessions. 
One of my favorites was the banjo, played by Bryan Sutton. Bryan plays with 
Keith Urban as well as many other well-known artists ... and he played for us 
a few years back on “Mt. Extreme.” I had a blast working with them all!”  n

Go to LifeWay.com/factsandtrends to see and hear an audio slideshow of photos 
from the VBS Preview in Nashville, Tenn.

2010 VBS Photo Contest starts June 1

Facts & Trends’ 2010 VBS Photo 
Contest gets under way June 1.

The deadline for submitting photos 
is Monday, Aug. 9, in order to fit 
Facts & Trends’ publication schedule. 
The grand prize winner will be 
announced Monday, Aug. 16, on 
FTO (Facts & Trends Online) and on 
Facts & Trends’ page on Facebook.

The winning photo will be featured 
in the Fall 2010 issue of Facts & 
Trends and the featured church will 
receive a 2011 VBS Super Sampler 
Kit, complements of LifeWay’s VBS 
area.

To submit a photo, e-mail it to 
facts&trends@lifeway.com between 
June 1 and Aug. 9. With each photo 
provide:

• The sender’s name, e-mail address 
and phone number.

• The name and location of the 
church.

• A three- to five-word caption.

• A sentence confirming that 
parents know their child is in the 
submitted photograph, and you have 
their permission to submit it.

In order for us to use the 
photographs this criteria must be 
followed:

• Photos must be of such resolution 
that a 5x7 enlargement will be of 
publication quality. Sorry, but a shot 
from most cell phones just won’t 
work.

• Only three photos per church 
(not per person) will be considered. 
Choose your best! Any more than 
three will be discarded.

• Decorations are great, but make 
sure you have people in your photos.

• Photos must have an obvious 
connection to one of the LifeWay 
VBS themes – “Saddle Ridge Ranch” 
or “Club VBS: Route 254.” We need 
to see more than just a generic cute 
kid in a generic cowboy suit.

• Make sure the true color of your 
VBSers’ eyes show. Almost no kids 
have red, glowing eyes!

Photos will be posted on the  
Facts & Trends page on Facebook. 
The Facts & Trends staff and 
representatives from LifeWay’s VBS 
area will select 10 finalists based 
upon the above criteria. Then online 
voting for the winner will take place 
Aug. 10-13.

If you want more tips on getting a 
terrific photograph, go to FTO and 
read LifeWay photographer Kent 
Harville’s suggestions for capturing 
that great shot!

9) Train and equip. Knowing what 
is expected and how to accomplish 
the task make teachers more 
comfortable and relaxed. Make sure 
every teacher has a leader guide.

10) Provide support and 
appreciation. Be alert to needs 
that arise. Walk the halls, sticking 
your head in classes to see how it’s 
going. Remember to appreciate your 
teachers. Possibilities include having 
a meal for them before evening VBS, 
writing a note each day, or having a 
recognition service in church. Any 
gesture will be meaningful.

“Enlisting your leaders and teachers 
doesn’t have to be a nightmare,” 
Emeott said. n
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Scripture memory: 
               A missing discipline

story by Jason Hayes

Think about all that you’ve memorized over the years. Now, think about what 
you’ve recently memorized. 

You can probably recall song lyrics, movie lines, passwords, credit card numbers 
and much more. I often catch myself amused by the wide variety of things that have 
somehow been captured in my mind. 

I seem to be able to memorize things fairly easily. But the problem is that I’ve 
short-changed my efforts to memorize that which is most edifying and that which 
draws me closer to God – Scripture.

I affirm that the Bible is God’s Word. It is valuable and worthy of being hidden 
in our hearts. God is perfect and thus the Word of the Lord is also flawless. It’s 
powerful and has the ability to change lives. However, many people choose to avoid 

memorizing significant portions and key passages. Despite a seminary education, 
daily Bible study and constant sermon preparation, I’m one of those people. 

Openly and honestly, I’ve just not been as committed to this discipline as I 
should or want to be. Here are a few of the reasons Scripture memorization 
should be a priority:

• Memorization efforts accurately express my view of Scripture. Although 
Scripture memory programs are helpful and important, it seems like they 
shouldn’t have to exist. It seems like this should be something we’re all 
doing without having to be told or instructed. But, as you know, that’s 
just not always the case. Most people don’t have difficulty memorizing and 
retaining information; just look at all the examples listed above. However, 
the reason many people don’t study, learn and hide the Word in their 
hearts is simply because they don’t value it as important. I certainly value 

Scripture as important, and it’s time to show that.
• Scripture memory helps protect me from sin. Psalm 119:10-11 states, “I have 

sought You with all my heart; don’t let me wander from Your commands. I 
have treasured Your word in my heart so that I may not sin against You.” As 
the Word of God becomes more and more prevalent in my life, it will allow 
me to focus on the things of God and not the things of my flesh. I strive to 
honor God with my life and to refrain from sin. I believe this will help.

• I’m setting myself up to hear God more clearly and effectively. We can hear 
from God through the Bible. Isaiah 55:11 says, “My word that comes from 
My mouth will not return to Me empty, but it will accomplish what 
I please, and will prosper in what I send it to do.” The Bible is one of 
the primary means of hearing the voice of God. The Word provides 
a unique and effective means to hearing the Father. The more an 
individual knows the Bible, the better he or she can sense His presence 
and hear His voice. 

• It sets an example to those around me. Research is showing that young 
adults are looking for biblical depth. As you memorize Scripture, it 
will naturally flow into your conversation with others, your teaching 
environments and everywhere else. 



• It keeps my ministry effective and 
relevant. God’s Word is never changing 
and yet constantly relevant. The Bible 
provides many examples of how God 
spoke to men and women throughout 
history; yet it also provides us with 
the ability to apply these truths to our 
lives today. Hebrews 4:12 says: “For the 
word of God is living and effective and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, 
penetrating as far as to divide soul, spirit, 
joints and marrow; it is a judge of the 
ideas and thoughts of the heart.” Despite 
how culture changes, the Word will 
always be our most effective ministry 
tool.

• I put myself in a greater position to be 
obedient to God. Christ-followers must 
commit their lives not only to studying 

the Word of God, but also to putting it 
into application. James 1:22-24 says, “But 
be doers of the word and not hearers 
only, deceiving yourselves. Because if 
anyone is a hearer of the word and not 
a doer, he is like a man looking at his 
own face in a mirror; for he looks at 
himself, goes away and right away forgets 
what kind of man he was.” Quite simply, 
the better I know Scripture the more 
naturally I will apply it in my everyday 
living.

This list certainly isn’t comprehensive. 
The point is that memorizing Scripture 
is greatly beneficial to you and your 
ministry. n

Jason Hayes is young adult ministry specialist 
for Threads, LifeWay’s young adult area. Go to 
ThreadsMedia.com for more from Hayes. 
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Congratulations to Threads authors 
Jason Hayes and Ed Stetzer, whose 
book “Lost and Found: The Younger 
Unchurched and the Churches that 
Reach Them,” received a 2009 Golden 
Canon award from Leadership journal. 
Golden Canon awards are given 
annually to the 10 books considered 
most valuable for church leaders. “Lost 
and Found” was one of the five winners 
in the category, The Leader’s Outer 
Life.

WE RECOMMEND
• “ Lost and Found: The Younger 

Unchurched and the Churches that 
Reach Them” by Ed Stetzer and 
Jason Hayes

• “His Word, Our Armor” by B.T. 
Prince
These and other resources are available 
at LifeWay.com/shopping, through 
customer service at (800) 458-2772 
and from LifeWay Christian Stores at 
LifeWayStores.com and (800) 233-1123. 

http://www.threadsmedia.com
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http://www.lifeway.com/shopping
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Nine steps to enhance  
your church’s security
story by Keith Hamilton

Growing up in church in the early 1960s was a lot different than today. Churches across 
the nation left their front doors open so a wanderer could come in to seek refuge from 

his troubles in the House of God. Today, only a few churches in America leave 
their doors open. Crime is a cruel reality even for the church. The church 
is no longer considered a safe haven that criminals respect and fear. Local 

congregations must address this growing issue.

While the church should not become a fortress, it needs to undertake 
some of the following precautionary steps to make sure the worshippers 

are protected and safe.

1.  Plan for the unexpected by developing procedures for 
different security breaches. The church needs to charge 
an individual or a committee with the responsibility 

of planning for security gaps at church. Hopefully, 
the person will be or the committee will include 
someone with a law enforcement background. This 
security ministry would be responsible for planning 
for unexpected security infringements.

2. Ask local law enforcement officers to discuss church 
security with church leaders and the church staff. Most 

police and sheriff departments would welcome the 
opportunity to help church leaders determine security 

issues. Action plans can be developed with local 
enforcement officials that will help reduce confusion in a 

security response.

3. Hire off-duty police officers and encourage church members 
who are in law enforcement to wear their uniforms. The presence 

of a law enforcement officer on the church property is a known deterrent to 
individuals seeking to do harm to others. Not only can he or she help with 
traffic control, that person also will reduce the possibility of crime on the 
church’s property.

4. Trim the hedges around windows and doors and make sure the church’s security 
lights are working properly. A well-lit church parking lot provides a sense of 
relief to church members and others. Ask the church’s senior adults to assist in 
evaluating the church’s lighting needs. Do not give criminals an opportunity 
to hide in unlit areas or hidden corners.

5. Train ushers how to react in an emergency. Not only should ushers be trained 
to greet members and guests, they should also be trained as first responders in 
a crisis. Ushers should be trained in CPR and other life-saving tools. During 
the worship service, the ushers should be seated strategically around the 
worship center to be available in an emergency.

6. Establish a parking lot greeters’ ministry. Visibility is a key component in 
reducing the possibility of harm occurring at the church. The parking lot 
greeters should be equipped with walkie-talkies to help communication flow 
smoothly in an unexpected episode.
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Georgia Baptist Convention. He has 
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household finances and protecting your 
church and ministry from identity theft. 
Go to ChurchFinancialServices.org for 
more help.
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7. Make sure all events are well supervised by adults. The church should always 
practice the “two adult” rule that stipulates youth and children are not left alone 
with one adult. In the case of an emergency, one adult can secure help while the 
other adult assists in the emergency.

8. Develop an action plan for necessary steps to take should someone become disruptive 
during a worship service. The church staff and security ministry need to discuss 
what they will do if someone causes a disruption during a worship service. Who is 
responsible for the safety of the congregation and the church staff? Who is going 
to assess the level of the threat? Who will be in charge of the security breach? All 
of these are important questions that must be addressed.

9. Announce to the congregation the worship service will never have a drama that 
includes violence. Explain to the fellowship that guns, knives and other tools of 
violence never will be used as part of a worship experience. Furthermore, explain 
that a church drama will never surprise the congregation with introductions of 
shock and awe.

Security at the church must be addressed with a practical and commonsense 
approach that helps ensure the seekers of God’s abundant life that God’s House is 
the true harbor of refuge and strength. It is the church’s responsibility to provide 
this safe environment in which to worship God. n
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In 2008, LifeWay introduced a focused strategy for 
ministering to students based on a three-pronged 

approach: Know, Own and Known.

The strategy is founded on Luke 2:52: “And Jesus 
increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God 
and with people.” It targets Bible teaching and learning on 
students’ upward development with God (Know); inward 
development in owning their faith (Own); and outward 
development (Known).

Supporting the strategy is LifeWay’s KNOWN 
curriculum, a Bible study package featuring a holistic 
approach to student spiritual development.

Kyle Rolph, pastor of discipleship at Eastwood 
Fellowship Baptist Church in St. Thomas, Ontario, 
has been using the KNOWN curriculum since its 
introduction. 

“LifeWay’s Know-Own-Known strategy has the same 
component focus that we have in our church,” he said. 
“In every aspect of our church we try to have a focus on 
worship, discipleship and evangelism. That’s what I saw 
in this material. It has been a great, focused fit for our 

student ministry.”
The KNOWN curriculum, available in print or 
electronic download, is a discussion-based teaching 

plan and student resource. Rather than taking a 
broad approach, the material focuses in each week 
on one question and one point, reinforced with 
life principles for student leaders to drive home. 
The material includes four steps weekly:

1. The “get started” section features questions 
or activities to break the ice and get students 
thinking about the unit theme and that 
particular lesson. 

2. The second section focuses students’ 
attention on that session’s question and point.

3. The life principles section is the main focus 
of the discussion. Each session contains three to 
five life principles, relevant discussion questions 
and scriptural support.

KNOWN deepens 
students’ spiritual health

story by Russ Rankin
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4. The “wrap it up” section emphasizes the main point of the study and provides application.

Mike Lovato, minister to students at Magnolia Baptist Church in Riverside, Calif., said the 
KNOWN curriculum has led his students to grow stronger and more confident in their faith.

“I really appreciate the discussion-oriented approach to the curriculum because it keeps the 
leader from talking ‘at’ the students,” Lovato said. “It’s easy to use and gets the students talking 

about Scripture and direct life application that they 
can truly use and personalize.”

According to Rolph, “So many student study 
materials and programs are lacking in solid teaching 
and depth. The KNOWN material builds a great lesson 
around a passage of Scripture rather than starting out 
with a theme and trying to grasp at Bible verses to 
support it.”

Student leaders using the print or electronic version 
of the curriculum can access free supplemental study 
materials on the KNOWN Web site. The supplemental 
materials include creative teaching options for the four 
sections and suggestions for using the material with 
age- or gender-specific groups. The KNOWN team also 
provides free weekly podcasts for leaders and students 
as well as a monthly podcast for parents. 

“Having the option to tailor the study for a specific 
group is a great part of this curriculum,” Rolph said. 
Since he implemented the KNOWN curriculum at 
Eastwood Fellowship Baptist, Rolph has also started 

a student leadership team – high school juniors, seniors and recent graduates – tasked with 
learning how to lead the younger students.

“We call these students the ‘gap team,’” said Rolph. “Oftentimes students get lost after 
graduation – stuck in that gap between high school and college. We use the KNOWN material 
to teach them how to run youth events, how to share and disciple younger kids.

“That, and the fact that the leader-insight material really helps leaders know how to teach, 
has made this a great resource for our church.” 

Mike Wakefield, project leader for the KNOWN curriculum at LifeWay, said student leaders 
like Rolph and Lovato are helping make the material even better.

“We provide a basic lesson plan that we write in-house,” said Wakefield, “but so much of the 
material and content comes about through ideation conferences where we bring in student 
leaders from around the country to help us unpack the outlines. We get great ideas on how to 
teach the sessions.”

Because the KNOWN material is not writing-intensive, “we can bring in the thinkers 
and creatives who help us really focus on the objectives we need to hit,” he said.

“It’s a very complete and trustworthy curriculum because the people using it are 
writing it, too,” Rolph said. “[LifeWay is] asking those who are right there in the trenches 
working day in, day out with students to contribute ideas for what should be included in 
the KNOWN material.” n

“ [LifeWay is] asking 
those who are right 
there in the trenches 
working day-in,  
day-out with students 
to contribute ideas  
for what should be  
included in the  
KNOWN material.” 

– Kyle Rolph

More
Go to LifeWay.com/known 
for more information.

http://www.lifeway.com/known
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Winter Fuge pastor  
has Glorieta history

Bryan Bailey is no stranger to LifeWay Glorieta 
Conference Center. Born in Abilene, Texas, Bailey 

moved around with his oil field family before settling in 
Hobbs, N.M., when he was 7 years old.

“I was at Glorieta all the time as a kid,” said Bailey. 
“Growing up in New Mexico, our church had a house at 
Glorieta, so every Sunday School Week, Music Week … if it 
was a week of anything … I’d be in at Centrifuge camp while 
the grown-ups had their meetings.”

In a story come full circle, Bailey, an evangelist and pastor 
to high school and college students at First Baptist Church, 
Odessa, Texas, has had numerous opportunities to speak 
to students, most recently through his role as camp pastor 

at Glorieta’s Winter Fuge. Winter Fuge is designed as a 
shortened camp experience that takes place during 

mid-school-year holiday weeks.

story by Russ Rankin
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Bailey shared about his approach 
to reaching young people with 
the gospel and discussed the role 
Centrifuge camps played in his own 
life.

Facts & Trends: You have 
the opportunity to speak 
at many youth revivals and 
Centrifuge events. How do 
you approach each event?

Bailey: I love speaking at events 
like Fuge and student revivals. I’m not 
your ordinary youth guy. I told my 
church when they hired me that I’m 
not a party planner or a joke teller; 
I’ve been called to deliver the truth in 
a matter-of-fact way. 

As I prepare, I ask the Lord to 
show me the message He has for each 
group. I open the text and allow the 
Word of God to work for itself. When 
we meet at Winter Fuge, we open up 
the Word and get brutally honest. 
I challenge students that they can’t 
play around with this. They must 
make the decision about whether 

they are going to believe the Bible is 
true. If it is, how must we respond? It’s 
cut and dry.

I know my style puts me in a small 
category. I’m probably not going to 
make you laugh. At one point early 
in my ministry I struggled with that 
as I looked around and saw so many 
successful speakers who were funny 
and entertaining. I had to come to 
grips with what God called me to do. 
Kids today need adults to skip the 
sugarcoating and get right down to it. 
Kids will often thank me for getting 
in their faces, for being honest and 
not watering down the message.

F&T: How did students 
respond at Winter Fuge?

Bailey: It’s incredible to see the 
Spirit of God move in the hearts 
of these kids. At [the December] 
Winter Fuge weekend, the first guy 
down the aisle was this big, athlete-
looking guy. He had tears in his 
eyes as he made a decision to follow 
Christ. Afterwards, another student 

came up and thanked me. He said 
his friend was always resistant to the 
gospel. He would tell them not to 
shove Jesus down his throat. He had 
begrudgingly joined the group going 
to Winter Fuge and here he was the 
first one down. It’s not anything I 
said, but it’s a cool reminder to these 
kids that prayer for their friends 
works.

I give a variety of opportunities for 
kids to respond. It was great to see a 
majority of the kids at [the December 
session of] Winter Fuge respond in 
some way. At least 15 gave their lives 
to Christ and more than 10 made 
commitments to vocational service.

F&T: Besides a straight-
shooting approach, what 
else do you see reaching 
students today?

Bailey: I believe God has His 
hand on this generation of young 
people in this country. The majority 
of revivals in the past started with 
teens who were crazy enough to 
believe God would do what He said 

He would do.
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Kids have so much going on these days; so many 
distractions. If we can have one hour, I don’t want to 
waste that. My objective is to dive in, be true to the 
Word and have these kids leave with an eternal change. 

Authenticity makes a huge difference. A mentor of 
mine told me once that a broken heart preaches better 
than a golden tongue. I start off different than most 
speakers because I get right down to the truth that I don’t 
have it together, but I know a God who does. I express 
my shortcomings, and I believe that lowers barriers kids 
might have. 

There are so many young people today who have been 
burned by the church and organized religion. We’ve got 
to speak to them and communicate that grace is the big 
game changer. [Churches and ministries] often try so 
hard to change the packaging, thinking that by changing 
the externals – the building, the paint or having the 
latest stuff – they’ll attract this generation. It might last a 
while, but if you start with the heart, they’ll change from 
the inside out and be a changed generation.

When God gets hold of them, when they get a glimpse 
and realize all that He is – that He is the God of the 
Bible – they can’t walk out without being radically 
changed. 

F&T: With all your speaking opportunities, 
what is special about returning to Glorieta 
for Winter Fuge?

Bailey: I’ve been a part of Fuge events at Glorieta for 
so long, I think it’s nuts that I get to stand up on that 
stage as camp pastor for Winter Fuge. It’s like I grew up 
here. I was the kid in the seat for so many events. Then I 
got to serve on Fuge staff, which was a dream come true. 
To be asked to speak? Are you kidding me?

I even met my wife at Glorieta when we were both on 
Centrifuge staff in 2003. Now we’re a two-fold deal. She’s 
my sidekick and gets very involved in ministering and 
teaching during the events. 

We love seeing so many lives changed on that 
mountain. Glorieta is a special place. Fuge camps have 
been around for 30 years and Glorieta for so much longer. 
It’ll be awesome to hear eternity’s stories about the lives 
that were changed on that mountain. n
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Why, in a power driven society do we feel powerless?

The hand-in-hand spiritual discipline of prayer and fasting is not a gimmick or a 
spiritual fad, although its neglect in recent decades makes it a new discovery for many 
Christians. Instead, as author Ronnie Floyd explains, prayer and fasting is a Scripture-
ordained act of obedience—a means of humbling ourselves before God, drawing 
closer to Him, and making room for Him to speak and act in our lives.

The Power of Prayer and Fasting is now available in bookstores.

PowerofPrayerandFasting.com

More
Make plans now to take your students 
to Winter Fuge. Glorieta will host 
several Winter Fuge events in December 
2010 and January and March 2011. 
Check LifeWay.com/glorieta for more 
information.

http://www.powerofprayerandfasting.com
http://www.lifeway.com/glorieta


The New Testament is under 
attack today, from scholars who 

claim it’s riddled with errors to seekers 
who say there are other equally 
inspired writings. Can Christians 
be confident in the reliability and 
authority of the Gospels and other 
New Testament documents?

Absolutely, said Jeremy Howard, 
managing acquisitions editor of Bibles, 
reference books and commentaries 
for B&H Publishing Group and 
author of such books as “The Holman 
QuickSource Guide to Understanding 
Jesus.”

During a recent “Inside LifeWay” 
podcast, Howard said it isn’t blind 
faith but convincing evidence that 

gives him confidence in the New 
Testament’s trustworthiness.

For example, one common objection 
is that the New Testament can’t 
be trusted because the originals no 
longer exist.

“We have plenty of evidence to 
suggest that the New Testament 
documents are reliable copies of 
the originals,” said Howard. “The 
recipients of the biblical writings 
believed those books to be sacred. 
... They wanted to preserve these 
documents for future generations.... 
The scribes and copyists were good 
at their jobs,” and the accuracy with 
which the thousands of existing 
copies compare leads one to conclude 
that “the same Christianity depicted 

in one manuscript is the same 
Christianity depicted in all the 
manuscripts.”

Howard also addressed 
questions about alleged “errors” 
and “contradictions” in the New 
Testament, as well as issues related 
to the Gnostic gospels and their 
exclusion from the New Testament 
canon.  n

Is the New  
Testament reliable?

by Rob Phillips  

Why, in a power driven society do we feel powerless?

The hand-in-hand spiritual discipline of prayer and fasting is not a gimmick or a 
spiritual fad, although its neglect in recent decades makes it a new discovery for many 
Christians. Instead, as author Ronnie Floyd explains, prayer and fasting is a Scripture-
ordained act of obedience—a means of humbling ourselves before God, drawing 
closer to Him, and making room for Him to speak and act in our lives.

The Power of Prayer and Fasting is now available in bookstores.

PowerofPrayerandFasting.com

INSIDE LIFEWAY
Go to LifeWay.com/insidelifeway to 
listen to this and other “Inside LifeWay” 
podcasts.
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http://www.lifeway.com/insidelifeway


Churches can have a  
           $2 ministry

story by Polly House
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A church’s best witnessing tool might cost less than $2.

That tool could be LifeWay magazines, which churches can buy in bulk for their 
members at less than $2 per subscription.  

“More than 26,000 churches place bulk orders for HomeLife and Mature Living for their 
members,” said Woody Parker, LifeWay’s editorial project leader for adult magazines and 
devotionals. “By ordering in bulk, they pay $1.55 per issue, a significant savings off the single 
copy cover cost. In addition, it’s convenient for the churches since they can order the magazines 
along with their Sunday school materials.”  

South Main Baptist Church in Pasadena, Texas, is one of the 26,500 churches that order bulk 
subscriptions of LifeWay magazines. Each month, the magazines, available at no cost to church 
members, are placed in racks at the church. Members are encouraged to take the magazines, 
read them, use them and share them.  

Pat Ford, one of LifeWay’s regional consultants, asked Brad Williamson, minister of education 
at South Main, if he and David Trammel, another LifeWay consultant, could talk with 

Bob Bunn, editor of  

Living with Teenagers

“ While LWT is geared 

toward parents, the 

content can help any 

adult gain a better 

understanding of what 

is going on in the lives 

of teenagers and what 

they can do to help.”

Reader testimony from South Main  

Baptist Church in Pasadena, Texas
Jeri Foster, a senior adult, uses Living with 

Teenagers as a ministry tool with a younger 

friend, a mother of teenage daughters.  

“She has a girl that just started col-

lege and one that is in high school, and 

she’s had little problems with them,” 

Foster said. “Nothing dramatic at all, 

but she gets kind of flustered. She’ll 

call and say ‘Jeri, I’ve got this prob-

lem.’ So we’ll talk about it. That’s why 

I read that magazine. We get together 

for lunch about once a month and I’ll 

take her the magazine with highlight-

ed articles. I’ll tell her, ‘You need to 

read this and then have [the girls] read 

it too.’” 

She said that not only is her friend 

appreciative, but the girls have 

thanked her for sharing the articles from Living 

with Teenagers. 
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church members who use the magazines. 
Williamson enlisted 22 people to chat 
with Ford and Trammel, specifically about 
HomeLife, Mature Living, Living with 
Teenagers and ParentLife magazines.  

“Brad was not only open to the idea, he 
was excited about it,” Trammel said. “He 
gave us a room and access to his people. 
We were free to ask anything we wanted. 
What we discovered was that people 
use the magazines in all sorts of ways – 
personal edification, education, ministry 
tools and witnessing tools.” 

The interviews showed Trammel and 
Ford that most people: 

–  Read the magazines because they are in 
a public, visible location and are free.  

–  Notice the cover first and are drawn to 
a particular story listed there.  

–  Browse first, not necessarily reading 
cover to cover, but reading articles that 
grab their attention.  

–  Want practical articles, with 
information they can use, such as tips 
on talking with kids about drugs and 
alcohol or preparing healthy recipes. 

–  Look for magazines that are well 
designed, with appropriate page 
lengths, pleasant photos and graphics, 
and easy-to-read type. 

“Churches that go to the effort and 
expense to get these magazines for their 
people can see a tremendous return on 
their ministry dollar investment,” said 
Trammel. “People told us they use these 
magazines as a means of sharing Christ 
and the church with other people. Telling 
someone about an article they read or 
passing on the magazine is easy and 
non-threatening.” 

People at South Main who read 
HomeLife also tended to read Mature 

Jodi Skulley, editor of  

ParentLife

“ I think one of the best ways  

to share ParentLife is to pass  

it from parent to parent.”

Reader testimonies from South Main  

Baptist Church in Pasadena, Texas
Debra Tibbetts is an avid reader of ParentLife. She said that 

from the time she had her first child she found she was  

always looking for helpful guidebooks. “To find something 

at church that has a Christian spin on it was definitely a plus. 

I’ve been reading it 10 years. I get other parenting  

magazines, too, but they don’t always address the issues I’m 

concerned about.”

Tonya Beck said that she often finds articles in ParentLife 

that lead to discussions with other people. “There was an 

article on autism [in one issue] that I used as a conversation 

starter.” She added that usually she finds a particular article 

on a special topic or interest 

of hers.
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(continued on page 30)

MORE ONLINE
Go to LifeWay.com/magazines for more 
information. 

http://www.LifeWay.com/magazines


Rene Holt, editor of Mature Living

“ The Brag Board gives readers 

more than a chuckle; it provides a 

common bond of loving and  

enjoying our grandchildren.”

Ivey Beckman, editor of  

HomeLife

“ The great thing about HomeLife is 

that church leaders can embrace it 

and then stand back and watch  

laypeople multiply its ministry.”

Living. Several of the people who mentioned this 
indicated they were part of the “sandwich generation” who 
care for their aging parents while supporting their own 
children.  

Barbara Battarbee said Mature Living has been a 
blessing to her. She takes the magazine to her 96-year-old 
mother at the assisted living facility where she lives and 
then passes it on to someone else who reads it and then 
passes it along to others. “That magazine really makes the 
rounds,” Battarbee said. 

“[Mature Living] has been helpful to me a lot of times in 
understanding the phases [my mother] is going through,” 
Battarbee said. “Reading about how other people have 
dealt with their parents has helped me to deal with our 
own situation.” n 
Each of these magazine editors answered five questions about their 
magazine’s ministry posed by Facts & Trends. Go to LifeWay.com/
factsandtrends to see their responses.
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Reader testimony from South Main  

Baptist Church in Pasadena, Texas
Martha Silos said that she uses Mature Living and 

the other LifeWay magazines as ministry helps. “Our 

church is so generous to have [LifeWay magazines] 

available in the racks for just anyone,” she said. “If 

I know I’m going to be visiting someone or going to 

the house of a neighbor who doesn’t know Christ, I’ll 

pick up a set of magazines and I’ll take them with 

me. I’ve done that on a number of occasions. They are 

witnessing tools.” 

Reader testimony from South Main 

Baptist Church in Pasadena, Texas
Amy Suffron said that she read 

an article in HomeLife about home-

schooling and shared the article with 

one of her friends who homeschools 

her son. The friend found the high-

lighted resources helpful. 
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Fruit or cake. A run instead of the couch. Water over caffeine. The right everyday 

decisions eventually yield positive results. It’s the same in our spiritual lives. Practice 

spiritual disciplines and God can conform you to Christ. Soul Shaping encourages you to 

experiment with disciplines such as intimacy, focus, and service until your new nature 

becomes second nature. Order online, call 800.458.2772, or visit the  

LifeWay Christian Store serving you.
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Whether you are a dad (or married to one), you may have been caught up 
in a search for the perfect dad. You probably have discovered that the 

perfect dad is a myth. 
But some people continue to search and unknowingly find themselves 

believing in the stereotypical behavior of fathers. These stereotypes can be 
as elusive as the perfect dad myth. The perfect dad does not exist, but there 
are some characteristics of fatherhood that all dads should strive to embody. 

Some childhood ministry leaders were asked to list common stereotypes 
of today’s dads. Some of their observations are reflected in these five 
stereotypes: 

1) The Athlete Dad – For the sports-minded dad, life centers around 
playing, watching and attending sports events. When I was a boy, I tried 
playing sports, but I lacked the coordination needed to be successful. 
However, when my sons were younger, I played sports with them. I have 
taken my boys to professional sporting events, watched them play sports 
and even coached them in soccer and basketball. One of my sons plays high 
school soccer and both coach children’s soccer and basketball at church. Both 
watch sports on TV and enjoy quoting statistics. I simply sit back and listen. 
Society tells me that I am not a real man because I lack athletic skills and do 
not try to influence my children’s sports careers. But I know better.

2) The Do-It-All Dad – This is the father who attempts to be all things 
to all of his children. He tries to be an athlete, sportsman, playmate, tutor, 

handyman, backyard grill champion, carpenter and craftsman. For the first few 
years of fatherhood I tried to be the do-it-all dad. After all, who does not want 
to be an involved dad and help his children succeed in everything? In reality, I 
frustrated myself and my sons. This dad is overprotective and tends to smother his 
children, rather than giving his children opportunities to succeed on their own 
and to learn from their mistakes.

3) The Sportsman Dad – This dad is the master hunter and fisherman. 
I have enjoyed times of hunting and fishing. However, I often feel as if I have 
failed my sons by not taking them hunting and fishing on a regular basis. But 
through my own personal experiences, as well as the experiences of other dads, 
I have come to realize that God often provides for boys who possess a natural 
desire to fish and hunt. That provision may come through a close friend or a 
relative. You do not have to be an excellent marksman or angler to be a good 
dad.

4) The Do-Nothing Dad – Otherwise known as the “couch potato” dad, 
this stereotype often is played out on television and in movies. This is the 
dad who is portrayed by the media as lazy and not as intelligent as his wife 

and children, all of whom make fun of him either behind his back or to his face. 
He often is seen sitting in his recliner with a remote control in one hand and a 
soft drink in the other, oblivious to everything going on around him. I have to 

story by Landry R. Holmes
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Father’s Day – June 20

In search of the perfect dad

Holmes’ sons, Jared (top) and
Peter, during childhood
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fight this behavior when I come home from work and want to doze in my favorite 
chair.

5) The Disengaged Dad – Unfortunately, the disengaged dad often is a true 
stereotype for many families. This dad does his duty by working 80 hours a week. 
He rarely attends piano recitals, school plays and soccer games. He expects the 
school to educate his child, the church to train his child spiritually and his wife to 
manage the household. I like to think of myself as an engaged dad, but I often put 
work ahead of my boys. Even at home I may be physically present, but mentally 
my mind is at the office. Children need to see their dads in the kitchen, and they 
need to see their dads at recitals and baseball games. More importantly, they need 
their dads to take them to church and talk with them about spiritual matters.

These five stereotypes are not contemporary inventions. A quick biblical survey 
offers several positive and negative examples of fatherhood. 

• Adam and his wife, Eve, yielded to temptation and introduced sin 
to the entire world, not to mention to their future children. 

• Noah was righteous and taught his children to obey God, but he 
also succumbed to drunken behavior. 

• Isaac showed favoritism to Esau; and Isaac’s other son, Jacob, 
showed favoritism to his son, Joseph. 

• Samson’s dad caved under pressure, arranging for Samson to 
marry a Philistine woman. 

• David lusted after another man’s wife, committed adultery and 
then arranged for her husband to be killed to cover up his sin.

While some of these dads in the Bible exhibit inappropriate 
actions, there are some behaviors today’s fathers would do well to 
emulate. 

• Joseph reared Jesus with Mary, taking Him to the temple and, 
most likely, teaching Him a trade. 

• The father in the parable of the prodigal son offers a great 
example of a loving dad who gave his son options and forgave him 
even when he made some wrong choices. 

Although the Bible teaches dads how to be the best dads they can 
be, the model of the perfect dad is elusive. There is only one perfect Father: God. 
Otherwise, the perfect dad is nonexistent. Rather than feeling guilty when you 
do not fit society’s stereotypes, pursue the dad God designed you to be. Use the 
gifts, talents and natural abilities that He has given you as you teach your children 
to become all that God desires for them to be. In doing so, you can teach your 
children to love their perfect Heavenly Father.  n

Landry R. Holmes is a managing director of LifeWay’s childhood ministry publishing. This article is 
courtesy of ParentLife.

Holmes’ family



B&H  
Publishing Group

“Transformational 
Church: Biblically 
Grounded, Culturally 
Informed, World 
Changing”
by Ed Stetzer and Thom S. Rainer 

Churches committed to 
following Christ’s example 
want this world changed for 
the sake of eternity. While 
the supernatural piece of 
making that happen goes 
without saying, how does 
a body of believers do its 
part to be in that “sweet 
spot” where true spiritual 
transformation occurs? 

In “Transformational 
Church,” best-selling 

research authors Ed Stetzer 
and Thom S. Rainer survey 
50,000 churches – then 
narrow the scope down 
to 500 congregations – 
for a qualitative answer. 
Their book, the most 
comprehensive study of the 
modern American church 
to date, contains a wealth 
of indispensable new data, 
nuanced insights, and how-to 
guidance, all centered on this 
key finding: 

“Transformational churches 
make disciples whose lives 
are being transformed by the 
gospel, so that people engage 
the culture around them for 
its ultimate transformation.” 

Deeply committed to 
the essential foundations 
of discipleship (worship, 

community and mission), 
transformational churches 
practice their faith and 
make disciples through 
vibrant leadership, prayerful 
dependence upon God and 
relational intentionality.

Releases June 1
ISBN 978-1-4336-6930-9 

Hardcover. $22.99 

“48 Days to the Work 
You Love – Preparing for 
the New Normal”

by Dan Miller, foreword by Dave 
Ramsey 

In 2009, the U.S. unem- 
ployment rate exceeded 10 
percent. Today, when new 
work is found, it may not be 
traditional. Studies estimate 
half of the American work-
force will soon consist of 
freelancers, consultants, 

LifeWay Church Resources at LifeWay.com and (800) 458-2772 
LifeWay Christian Stores at LifeWayStores.com and (800) 233-1123

NEW RESOURCES

SEPTEMBER 18, 2010
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biblically sound messages from beloved teacher Beth 
Moore and worship leader Travis Cottrell. Enjoy this 
Internet streaming event live from the comfort of 
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To register or for more information, call 
800.254.2022 or visit lifeway.com/lplsimulcast
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independent 
contractors, entrepreneurs 
and “electronic 
immigrants.” 

Dan Miller has seen it 
coming for years. But his 
thriving vocational best 
seller, “48 Days to the Work 
You Love,” is not so much 
about finding a new job as 
it is learning about who we 
are really called to be in 
relation to our vocation – 
whatever shape that career 
may take in these changing 
times. According to the 
author, failing to make that 
fundamental discovery 
of calling is why so many 
people find themselves in 
jobs they hate. But now, 
thousands are finding the 
work they love, thanks to 
practical advice from this 
leading career counselor.

Conversational and 
creative, Miller helps 
the reader understand 
one’s God-given skills 
and abilities, personality 
traits, values, dreams and 
passions. Doing so helps 
us recognize clear patterns 
that will point toward 
successful decisions along 
the career path. Step by 
 

step, this updated edition of 
“48 Days to the Work You 
Love” reveals the process 
for creating a life plan and 
translating that plan into 
meaningful and fulfilling 
daily work. 

Releases May 15
ISBN 978-1-4336-6933-0

Paperback. $14.99

“Between God and Me 
— A Journey through 
Proverbs”

by Vicki Courtney   

Vicki Courtney speaks 
timeless truth to school-age 
girls in a modern language 
they understand. Her 
“TeenVirtue” and 
“TeenVirtue: Confidential” 
releases won ECPA 
Christian Book Awards 
while “Between” (for 
ages 8-12) landed on the 
industry’s young adult best 
seller list. Now, “Between 
God and Me” hits the 
“tween” scene with social 
talk that’s rooted in 
chapter-by-chapter wisdom 
from Proverbs. Amidst 
the cool, magazine-style 
photographs and colorful 
Q&As, kids will discover 
what’s not so cool about 
hanging with the wrong 
crowd, gossiping, being 
lazy, selfish or having a bad 
temper. Girls will have all 
kinds of fun as they begin 
to understand that God has 
a greater purpose for their 
lives – even at this age. 

Releases June 1
ISBN 978-0-8054-4985-3 

Paperback. $14.99 
 

“Spiritual Warfare and 
Missions: The Battle for 
God’s Glory Among 
the Nations”

by Jerry Rankin and Ed Stetzer 

The mission of God to 
“Go therefore, and make 
disciples of all the nations” 
(Matthew 28:19, HCSB) is 
a major target of spiritual 
warfare today. In this new 
book by International 
Mission Board President 
Jerry Rankin and LifeWay 
Research Director Ed 
Stetzer, the authors call out 
Satan’s ongoing strategy to 
convince Christians that 
the Great Commission 
is optional. Through 
deceit, he is eroding the 
authoritative mandate of 
Scripture, leading believers 
to tell themselves that 
international discipleship 
is a task better left to 
denomination and mission 
agencies – not the sort of 
Kingdom work that every 
believer can do. 

But for every evil success, 
Rankin and Stetzer point 
to where Satan is failing, 
thus encouraging readers 
to renew their passion to 
declare God’s glory among 
the nations. Indeed, by 
taking up the call to action 
here, we can be sure that 
the kingdoms of the world 
will become the Kingdom 
of the Lord. 

Releases June 1
ISBN 978-0-8054-4887-0 

Hardcover. $19.99

“NetCasters – Using 
the Internet to Make 
Fishers of Men”

by Craig von Buseck 

Like the Industrial Age 
before it, the Information 
Age has changed our lives 
in monumental ways, 
including how many of 
us are learning about 
spirituality. Research 
suggests 50 million people 
will rely solely on the 
Internet – indeed the new 
Roman Road – for their 
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faith-based experiences in 
2010. 

In “NetCasters,” Craig 
von Buseck, director of 
CBN.com for the Christian 
Broadcasting Network, 
discerningly profiles those 
who are doing the best 
job of spreading biblical 
Christianity online. He 
encourages the church at 
large to follow their lead and 
fish for souls in blogs, chat 
rooms, Facebook pages and 
Twitter accounts.

Releases June 1
ISBN 978-0-8054-4784-2 

Paperback. $14.99 

“I Will Carry You”
by Angie Smith 

In 2008, Angie Smith and 
her husband, Todd (lead 
singer of the group Selah), 
learned through ultrasound 
that their fourth daughter 
had conditions making her 
“incompatible with life.” 
Advised to terminate the 
pregnancy, the Smiths 
chose instead to carry 
this child and allow 
room for a miracle. That 

miracle came the day they 
met Audrey Caroline and got 
the chance to love her for 
the precious two-and-a-half 
hours she lived on earth.

Upon receiving the original 
diagnosis, Angie started 
a blog (“Bring the Rain”) 
to keep family and friends 
informed of their journey. 
Soon, the site exploded 
in popularity, connecting 
with thousands who were 
experiencing their own 
heartbreaking situations. “I 
Will Carry You” tells the 
powerful story of a parent 
losing her child, interwoven 
with the biblical story of 
Lazarus to help those who 
mourn to have hope – to find 
grace and peace in the sacred 
dance of grief and joy.

Releases May 1
ISBN 978-0-8054-6428-3

Paperback. $14.99

“Knowing, Showing, 
Growing: My John 3:16 
Discovery Book”

by Robert J. Morgan 

This new book by Robert 
J. Morgan helps parents 

of elementary 
school-age children 
clearly explain to 
their kids what it 
means to receive 
Christ as Savior, 
follow Him to baptism 
and begin the basic 
habits of the Christian 
life (Bible reading, 
prayer, obedience 
and witnessing). 
Fun, illustrated short 
stories with colorful 
characters like Mary 

Motley, Herman Hackler, 
and Lola Nola Mozola 
easily connect to highlight 
the exciting message of 
John 3:16, and Morgan 
provides simple prompts 
and activities after each 
section to spark meaningful 
discussion between parent 
and child. With its prayer 
suggestions, memory verses 
and well-arranged content 
(10 chapters that require no 
more than 30 minutes each), 
the book is even suitable for 
Sunday school and small- 
group settings. 

Releases May 1
ISBN 978-0-8054-4635-7

Paperback. $9.99 

“Blaze of Glory”
by Jeff Struecker with Alton 

Gansky 

In this new novel, United 
States Sgt. Major Eric Moyer 
and his Special Operations 
unit have been called in 
to track down a wealthy 
Egyptian terrorist who is 
believed to have sordid ties to 
a sudden increase in female 
suicide bombers. Chasing 
El-Sayyed through Italy, they 
soon gain interconnected 
details about a Mexican 
drug lord who is plotting to 
kill the U.S. and Mexican 
presidents. Now Moyer 
and his team must stop not 
one, but two madmen on 
separate continents. With 
a new member of the unit 
hiding his struggle with post-
traumatic stress disorder, a 
third problem begins to boil. 

Releases May 1
ISBN 978-0-8054-4854-2

Paperback $14.99 
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“Demon: A Memoir”
by Tosca Lee

Author Tosca Lee said, “One day 
… I realized that being angelic and 
fallen was very similar to being human 
and fallen – except for one major 
difference: the provision of a Messiah. 
I wondered what it must feel like to be 
unquestionably damned – and worse, 
to watch humans take for granted the 
grace made available to them from 
God. And I thought: Why wouldn’t a 
fallen angelic creation resent a human 
recipient of God’s grace? And why 
wouldn’t a demon want to prove that 
creature unworthy? Now I knew what it 
must feel like to be an angelic outsider 
looking in with jealous eyes and … 
through this new lens ‘Demon: A 
Memoir’ was born.” 

Releases June 1
ISBN 978-1-4336-6880-7 

Paperback. $14.99
 

Church  
Resources

“Crave: An Exploration of the 
Human Spirit”

by Erwin McManus

“Soul cravings” are much more 
difficult to satisfy than typical desires, 
though many may try with various 
forms of medications: from television 
and sports to alcohol, sex and drugs. 
“Crave” helps you understand your 
deepest longings and God’s role in 
desire. It opens you to imagination 
and your own heart – two elements 
crucial to understanding soul cravings. 
7 sessions. 

Released in March 
Member book, LifeWay product #0-0527-

1313, $7.95; DVD leader kit, LifeWay product 
#0-0527-1665, $34.95 
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More laughter. Fewer confl icts. Deeper passion.

Sound like the marriage you’d like to have? The Secret to the Marriage You Want can 

be yours when you and your spouse learn to apply one simple, transforming principle 

to your relationship—empathy. This small-group study from two of the country’s top 

experts in psychology and marriage counseling helps 

you discover that putting this one attribute to work in 

your relationship improves communication, makes you 

better friends, curbs criticism, and heightens intimacy 

on every level. Get the marriage you want and bless 

your spouse in the process. Go ahead—turn the key.

Order online, call 800.458.2772, or visit the 

LifeWay Christian Store serving you.
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“More to Life: Engaging 
Through Story”

by Dennis Pethers

This unique evangelistic 
training kit shows believers 
how to lead friends and 
family to Christ using simple 
story approach, including: 
how to discuss your own 
story, how to hear their 
story and telling His story. 
Participants see how simple 
it can be to include their 
spiritual story into everyday 
conversations, enabling them 
to more comfortably share 
their faith and understanding 
of the gospel. 6 sessions. 

Released in March
Kit, LifeWay product #0-0524-

4947, $79.95; Member book, 
LifeWay product #0-0524-

4948, $5.95 

“Great Expectations: 
Planting Seeds 
for Sunday School 
Growth”

by David Francis

This new resource 
helps leaders become 
intentional about growing 
Sunday school in numbers 
and influence. This kit 
includes a plan to launch 
a strategic Sunday school 
year, four sermon ideas for 
the start of a new Sunday 
school year, step-by-step 
suggestions for planning 
a Sunday school launch 
weekend, leadership 
training materials and 
posters for creating large 
displays.

Released in February 
Booklet, LifeWay product 

#0-0518-9412, $1.50; Launch kit, 
LifeWay product #0-0527-0972, 

$24.95 

“Small Group Life – 
Formation: Building a 
Reliable Foundation”

“Formation” – the first 
episode of Small Group 
Life – was created to take 
everyone in your small group 
on a journey into their own 
spiritual formation. Because 
we are spiritual beings, 
created for eternity, we are 
always in the process of being 
formed spiritually. 6 or 12 
sessions.

Released in March 
Episode (member book), LifeWay 

product #0-0521-0042, $5.95   

“Jesus By Heart: God 
Can Transform You to Be 
Like Jesus” 

by Roy Edgemon and Barry 
Sneed

This communicates what 
spiritual transformation 
is, how God transforms a 
believer into the likeness of 
Jesus, evidences of spiritual 
transformation, 
barriers to 
spiritual 
transformation 
and how believers 
express the heart 
of God as Jesus 
lives His life 
through them. It 
features a leader 
guide in the back 
of the book. 7 
sessions.

Released in January 
Member book, 

LifeWay product 
#0-0528-9770, $9.95 

“Transformational 
Discipleship: Your 
Church Helping People 
Be like Jesus,” revised

by Roy Edgemon and Barry 
Sneed

The goal of every program 
and ministry in the life of 
a church should be to help 
believers be transformed into 
the likeness of Jesus. When 
believers come to know Jesus 
personally, the character of 
Jesus spills over. Character-
based, internal spiritual 
transformation becomes the 
goal. 12 sessions. 

Released in January 
Member book, LifeWay product 

#0-0528-9771, $4.95 

“Table for Two: Doing 
Life and Savoring 
Scripture Together”

by Amy Pierson and Mona 
Corwin

This resource not only 
provides a basic framework 

for how to 
disciple and 
mentor girls, it 
also provides a 
starting point 
for this process 
by teaching 
girls a basic 
way to study 
the Bible. 
Instead of 
spoon feeding 

truth to girls, 
leaders will be 
equipped and 
challenged 
to lead girls 
to explore 
and discover 
principles in 
God’s Word 

LifeWay Church Resources at LifeWay.com and (800) 458-2772 
LifeWay Christian Stores at LifeWayStores.com and (800) 233-1123
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for themselves. It sets the 
framework for one-on-one 
discipleship. 6 sessions.

Releases in April 
Member book, LifeWay product 

#0-0526-0394, $10.95 

“Fuel Ignited:  
Living Your Faith,  
Volume 4”

Lead students to live out 
their faith and become 
leaders in every sense of 
the word. This study will 
help students learn to 
make their faith known 
through relationships 
and influence and make 
sharing their faith a 
normal part of their 
lives. 12 sessions.

Releases in May 
Small group leader edition 

CD-ROMs, LifeWay product 
#0-0521-3835, $9.95; DVD 

& CD-ROM leader Set, 
LifeWay product #0-0521-

4847, $159.95 

“Parent Adventure, 
”Spanish (“La aventura 
de ser padres”)

by Selma & Rodney Wilson

This study helps Christian 
parents find practical ways to 
create a home environment 
where children can learn 
about God through day-to-day 
life. Topics include how to 
build a home that looks for 
the blessings of God and 
regularly celebrates His 
work in the lives of family 
members; how to deal with 
the inevitable pain of life and 
see how God can use it and 
more.

Released in February 
Member book, LifeWay product 

#0-0518-9418, $11.95 
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Features:
• More information about Transformational Church

• Info to help you in the 2010 VBS Photo Contest

•  An article about the VBS Preview, including how a 
pastor’s support is essential

•  A slide show with music and photos from the 2010 VBS 
Preview of “Saddle Ridge Ranch”

•  Q&As with HomeLife Editor Ivey Beckman, Mature 
Living Editor Rene Holt, ParentLife Editor Jodi Skulley 
and Living with Teenagers Editor Bob Bunn

•  A link to an Inside LifeWay podcast with Jeremy Howard 
discussing the reliability of the New Testament

• In honor of Father’s Day, articles celebrating dads

www.lifeway.com/factsandtrends

Facts & Trends    39

http://www.lifeway.com/e6/shop/?id=005214847
http://www.lifeway.com/e6/shop/?id=005214847
http://www.lifeway.com/e6/shop/?id=005214847
http://www.lifeway.com/e6/shop/?id=005189418
http://www.lifeway.com/e6/shop/?id=005189418
http://www.lifeway.com/e6/shop/?id=005189418
http://www.lifeway.com/e6/shop/?id=005189418
http://www.lifeway.com/e6/shop/?id=005260394
http://www.lifeway.com/e6/shop/?id=005214847
http://www.theadrianrogerslegacybible.org
http://www.lifeway.com/factsandtrends


“Preschool TeamKID: 
All Around, ” Spanish 
(“TeamKID Por Todas 
Partes: para el 
preescolares”)

This new series of TeamKID 
leads preschoolers to explore 

“all around” their world. 
Eight units include 
all around the church, 
home, their bodies, God’s 
creation, friends, Bible 
times, feelings, their towns 
and all around with God. 
Two new features include 
missions and a Bible skill 
every week. Leader guide 
includes an enhanced CD, 
which includes the songs, 
sounds and printable leader 
helps. 36 sessions.

Released in February 
Leader guide (Manual para el 

lider de preescolares), LifeWay 
product #0-0519-7505, $69.95; 

Preschool activity book (Cuarderno 
de actividades para el preescolar), 

LifeWay product #0-0519-7506, 
$5.25

“Vital Series Volume 7,” 
Spanish (“Serie Vital, 
Tomo 7”)

This new Spanish print 
resource includes three, four-
week studies each quarter that 
support LifeWay’s Student 
KNOW, OWN, KNOWN 
spiritual development strategy. 
Topics for this study are: 
Vital Truth: Witnessing; Vital 
Character: Responsibility; 
and Vital Skills: How to Have 
Healthy Family Relationships. 

Released in February 
LifeWay product #0-0526-3286, 

$29.95

LIFEWAY  
WORSHIP

For Adult Choirs

“Until the Whole World 
Hears”

featuring the songs of Casting 
Crowns, arranged by Travis 

Cottrell, orchestrated by Phillip 
Keveren

Thanks to our ministry 
partners at Provident Label 
Group and Essential Music 
Publishing, this exclusive 
new non-seasonal choral 
collection, “Until the Whole 
World Hears,” features all 
of the songs on the newest 
recorded release from the 
Grammy and Dove Award 
winning Christian band, 
Casting Crowns.  

Arranged by Travis 
Cottrell for choir, praise 
team and soloists, this 
collection has been designed 
for contemporary/worship 
choirs and worship bands. 
Orchestration by Phillip 
Keveren is available, as 
well, for churches that use 
a broader instrumental 
program.  

Powerful new worship 
songs, passionate ballads 
and anthem selections are 
all compiled in this truly 
one-of-a-kind collection. 
Your congregation and choir 
love listening to these fresh 
expressions on the radio. 
People of all ages will be 
inspired to worship in a whole 
new way.  

As an added bonus, 
congregational arrangements 
for each song are available at 
LifeWayWorship.com. 

“Statement of Faith”
arranged and orchestrated  

by Lari Goss

This is the one you’ve been 
waiting for – southern gospel 
hits, as featured at the 2009 
National Quartet Convention 
(www.natgc.com). It is 10 
non-seasonal songs that speak 
directly to the issue of faith, 
from southern gospel greats 
like The Hoppers, Greater 
Vision and Booth Brothers – 
all arranged and orchestrated 
by Dove Award winning 
arranger and producer Lari 
Goss. In fact, the listening 
CD was produced from the 
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same masters used by the 
artists. 

Your choir and 
congregation will enjoy 
singing hits like “It Pays 
To Pray” and “God Did It 
All,” recently recorded by 
the Booth Brothers. But 
the title song, “Statement 
of Faith,” is special because 
it gives the entire church 
an opportunity to sing 
about what we believe as 
Christians. You’ve had 
the listening pleasure of 
hearing this song on many 
popular artists’ CDs – now 
share this moving song 
with your church and 
community. 

“Everlasting God”
arranged and orchestrated 

by Marty Parks

If you loved how “It 
Is Finished ... Paid in 
Full!” met your Easter 
needs, then you’ll love 
the non-seasonal, second 
release from “Let’s Sing.” 
Twelve songs of various 
styles – including well-
known praise and worship 
songs and two hymn 
medleys are included. 

Medleys are arranged so 
that they may be used for 
congregational singing, 
particularly since the 
“Calvary’s Cross” medley 
includes “I Believe in a Hill 
Called Mount Calvary.” 

With arrangements of 
songs from artists Brenton 
Brown (“Everlasting 
God”) and Chris Tomlin/
Louie Giglio (“Enough”), 
your choir can enrich 
your church’s worship 
experience. Free podcasts 
and online devotionals 
prepared by Marty Parks, 
can prepare your hearts 
for a wonderful time of 
worship. 

“15 Favorites You Can 
Sing, Volume 2”

arranged by  
Craig Adams and Alyssa Goins

Starting a choir? 
Restarting a choir? Who 
can pull it together with 
minimal budget and time? 

The “You Can” series fits 
just about any choir that’s 
limited in size, rehearsal 
time or budget. And this 
latest non-seasonal release 
in the series features the 
same quality unison/
two-part choral arranging 
and accessibility that 
you’ve come to know and 
trust. 

“Volume 2” is stylistically 
diverse, featuring best-
loved southern gospel 
songs, traditional hymns, 
new worship songs and 
heartwarming anthems. 
Your choir will love singing 

songs 
about heaven, grace, 
friendship with Jesus and 
God’s limitless power. 
An added value to this 
collection is the inclusion 
of an optional three-song 
mini-musical (including 
printed narration) for your 
Thanksgiving service. 
Programming notes for 
each title are included. 

With live orchestra tracks 
on the accompaniment 
CD, songs like “I Go to 
the Rock,” “Be Thou My 
Vision” and “I Bowed 
on My Knees and Cried, 
Holy!” give your choir big 
sound with push-button 
ease. So when 
circumstances make 
you think you can’t, 
remember “You 
Can!” 

Anthems 

“Jesus Saves” 
with “Saved, 
Saved! ”

arranged and 
orchestrated by Craig 

Adams

This is a contemporary 
arrangement of two 
beloved hymns. Inspired 
by the medley recorded 
by Curb records recording 
artist No Other Name, this 

hand-clapping medley is 
a declaration of salvation 
that comes only through 
Jesus Christ.

“God of This City”
written by Aaron Boyd, Andrew 

McCann, Ian Border, 
Peter Comfort, Peter Kernaghan 
and Richard Bleakley, arranged 
and orchestrated by Cliff Duren

Just for choirs, this 
arrangement is one of the 
most popular songs in 
churches today. Introduced 
by recording artist/worship 
leader Chris Tomlin, this 
song is certain to evoke a 
renewed sense of mission 
within your community of 
faith.

“What I Still Believe”
written by Annie McRae and 

Justin Rivers, arranged and 
orchestrated by Cliff Duren

This anchor statement 
of faith will inspire your 
congregation to put 

wholehearted 
trust and 
belief in God; 
His Son, 
Jesus, and the 
power of the 
Word.
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“Father, Spirit, Jesus”
written by Chad Cates,  

Mark Hall and David Hunt, 
arranged by Dennis Allen

From “Stand and Shout,” 
this is another of the more 
popular songs in Christian 
music today. This vibrant 
arrangement exalts the 
Trinity in new ways. 
Originally introduced by 
Provident Label Group 
recording artist Casting 
Crowns, this arrangement 
will speak to the heart.

“Be Thou My Vision”
arranged by Adam Lancaster

From the latest CD release 
by recording artist/worship 
leader Charles Billingsley 
comes a powerful new setting 
for one of the most beloved 
hymn texts of all time, 
alongside a brand new chorus 
your choir and congregation 
will want to sing for years to 
come.

“Come unto Me”
written by Rebecca J. Peck 

and Cliff Duren, arranged and 
orchestrated by Cliff Duren

After just one listen, 
your choir will fall in 
love with this brand new, 
moving ballad. It’s a well-
crafted, gospel-style choral 
arrangement that provides a 
soul-stirring complement to 
any worship service.

“We’ve Come to 
Worship”

written by John M. Robinson and 
Rebecca J. Peck, arranged and 

orchestrated by Dave Williamson

This anthem makes a great 
opener for worship service 

as choir and congregation 
prepare their hearts, souls 
and voices to focus solely on 
our Creator.

“But God”
written by Shannon Wexelberg, 

arranged and orchestrated  
by J. Daniel Smith

From “Hail to the King,” 
“But God” is written by 
one of church music’s most 
sought-after songwriters. This 
up-tempo new offering will 
remind your congregation 
that nothing is impossible 
with God.

“When I Speak Your 
Name”

written by Paul Marino,  
arranged and orchestrated  

by J. Daniel Smith

This is an unforgettable, 
heartwarming ballad that 
proclaims the matchless 
power of Jesus’ name.

“Like Jesus”
words and music by Jeff 

Slaughter, arranged by Barny 
Robertson and Dave Williamson 
orchestrated by Barny Robertson

This is a tender ballad from 
2010 VBS’s “Saddle Ridge 
Ranch.” It’s the same track 
with SATB vocals, but the 
style has been shifted to use 
more strings and orchestral 
instruments. It offers a great 
opportunity to combine your 
children’s and adult choirs.

“Thank You”
written by Rebecca J. Peck  

and Phil Barfoot, 
arranged and orchestrated  

by Dave Williamson

This is an exciting 
expression of gratitude to 

the Lord from the heart 
of worshippers. The lively, 
spirited arrangement and 
complementary orchestration 
makes a great centerpiece 
for your upcoming worship 
service.

“SPIN 360, Vol. 51”

Developed with the 
worship leader and team in 
mind, “SPIN 360” provides 
the best current worship 
songs, along with the tools 
needed to perform them – 
whether you have a complete 
worship band, a handful 
of skillful players or no 
musicians at all. With each 
volume of “SPIN 360” you 
receive a songbook and a 
double CD.  

The songbook contains 
lyrics, sheet music, chord 
charts and a newsletter filled 
with great information for 
musicians. Disc one of the set 
contains vocal tracks and is 
enhanced with PowerPoint, 
MediaShout, chord charts 
and lyric masters. Disc 
two of the set contains 
instrumental tracks with and 
without background vocals. 
“Volume 51” includes original 
performances by Paul 
Baloche, Hillsong, Ricardo 
Sanchez and Scott Wesley 
Brown. 

Go to LifeWayWorship.com 
and click on Shop Music 
Products for additional 
information and prices of 
all these resources.

NEW RESOURCES
LifeWay Church Resources at LifeWay.com and (800) 458-2772 

LifeWay Christian Stores at LifeWayStores.com and (800) 233-1123
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The Exchange
Ed Stetzer, director, LifeWay Research and missiologist

Who is not here? 
Organizations of every kind measure themselves according to what 

they have. Businesses assess their profit margins and inventories of 
merchandise. Charities count donations and the number of people helped over 
the last year. Families take stock of their household income and property. 

What about denominations? Southern Baptists are experts in counting. We 
count the number of members in our churches, new churches started and new 
believers added. I should know because at LifeWay we do the denomination’s 
official counting on the Annual Church Profile. 

Lately, I have been thinking about how we assess how we are doing. I think we 
ought to keep counting how many people come to Christ and how many people 
are worshipping. When those two stats do not increase, we should be alarmed. But what if we 
also measured our work by this question, “Who are the people we don’t have?” 

The first-generation immigrant study makes it clear that America is not getting more Anglo. 
America receives immigrants from 202 countries in the world. But does that show up in our 
churches? Not so much. We Southern Baptists are pretty white. This is changing little by little, 
but is it enough? 

Sadly, I think the honest answer for most churches is “no.” 

In June, thousands of Southern Baptists will descend upon central Florida for the annual 
meeting of our convention. I expect that while there, we will once again see a relatively 
monochromatic group of people. Most of our convention leadership is Anglo. Most of our 
pastors are Anglo. Most of our messengers are Anglo.  

Now, I do not want us to stop reaching and discipling Anglo people. After all, I am one. But 
I hope the current research will remind us of the vast work to be done in our own country to 
reach panta ta ethne, all nations. The fact that our churches (and thus our convention) do not 
reflect the culture should concern us. A lack of outreach on our part should give us pause. 

Many churches are seeing changes in their neighborhoods with the influx of immigrants. 
Their church memberships may be declining, and a lack of outreach to the new neighbors 
may mean the numbers won’t go back up. Some churches are even considering moving 
to a different part of town to keep from having to change the ethnic make up of their 
congregations.

But encouraging news does pop up from time to time about a church that begins to reach 
beyond its ethnic group and evangelizes people who are culturally different.  

I was encouraged to hear of a church in Maryland that began as an Anglo congregation 
and when the community changed, so did the church. As the neighborhood became 
predominantly African-American, the church stayed. Now the majority of the members 
are from the neighborhood. In recent years, the neighborhood has morphed once again, 
becoming primarily Hispanic. Now, the church is strategizing how to best reach out to the 
new community surrounding the campus. 

Without a doubt, asking the question “Who is not here?” is difficult. It requires churches 
to look inwardly at who they are and outwardly at who they need to reach. But we must ask 
it if we are to take seriously the command of Christ to “make disciples of all nations.” n
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